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UNITED STATES HISTORY 

 

SECTION II 

 

Total Time – 1 hour and 40 minutes 

 

 Question 1 (Document-Based Question)  

Suggested reading and writing time: 1 hour 

 

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes writing your 

response. 

Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over. 

 

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents.  The documents have been edited for 

the purpose of this exercise.   

 

 

In your response you should do the following: 

• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of 

reasoning. 

• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

• Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least six documents. 

• Use at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the 

documents) relevant to an argument about the prompt. 

• For at least three documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, 

historical situation, and/or audience is relevant to an argument. 

• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt. 
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1. Evaluate the extent to which African Americans shaped the course and consequences of the 

Civil War from 1860 to 1866. 

 
Document 1 

 

Source:  Major General Benjamin F. Butler (USA), report to the secretary of war, July 30, 1861. 
 

In the village of Hampton there were a large number of Negroes, composed in a great measure of 
women and children who had fled thither within my lines for protection, who had escaped from 
marauding Rebels who had been gathering up able-bodied blacks to aid them in constructing their 
batteries on the James and York rivers… 
 

First, what shall be done with them?  Second, what is their state and condition?  Upon these questions I 
desire the instruction of the department. 
 

… Are these men, women, and children slaves?  Are they free?  Is their condition that of men women, 
and children, or of property, or is it a mixed relation?  When I adopted the theory of treating the able-
bodied Negro fit to work in the trenches as property liable to be used in aid of rebellion, and so 
contraband of war, that condition of things insofar met, as I then and still believe, on a legal and 
constitutional basis. 

 
Document 2 

 

Source:  Resolution of African Americans in Newtown, New York, August 20, 1862. 
 

We, THE COLORED CITIZENS of Queens County, N.Y., having met in mass meeting… to consider 
the speech of Abraham Lincoln… [wish] to express our views on the subject of being colonized in 
Central America or some other country… 
 

While bleeding and struggling for her life against the slaveholding traitors, and, at this very time, when 
our country is struggling for life… we are called upon by the President of the United States to leave this 
land and go to another country, to carry out his favorite scheme of colonization.  But at this crisis, we 
feel disposed to refuse the offers of the President, since the call of our suffering country is too loud and 
imperative to be unheeded. 

 
Document 3 

 

Source:  Abraham Lincoln, Open Letter to Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune, August 22, 
1862. 
 

As to the policy I "seem to be pursuing" as you say, I have not meant to leave any one in doubt. 
 

I would save the Union. I would save it the shortest way under the Constitution… My paramount object 
in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to destroy slavery. If I could save the 
Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; 
and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that. What I do about 
slavery and the colored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I 
forbear because I do not believe it would help to save the Union.  
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Document 4 
 

Source:  Abraham Lincoln, a published letter, August 26, 1863 
 
There are those who are dissatisfied with me… to be plain, you are dissatisfied with me about the 
negro.  Quite likely there is a difference of opinion between you and myself upon that subject.  I 
certainly wish that all men could be free, while I suppose you do not… You say you will not fight to 
free negroes.  Some of them seem willing to fight for you; but no matter… negroes, like other 
people, act upon motives.  Why should they do anything for us, if we will do nothing for them?  If 
they stake their lives for us, they must be prompted by the strongest motive – even the promise of 
freedom.  And the promise being made, must be kept. 

 
Document 5 

 

Source:  Republican Party platform, 1864. 
 

3.  Resolved, That as slavery was the cause, and now constitutes the strength of this Rebellion… 

justice and the National safety demand its utter and complete extirpation from the soil of the 

Republic; and that, while we uphold and maintain the acts and proclamations by which the 

Government, in its own defense, has aimed a deathblow at this gigantic evil, we are in favor, 

furthermore, of such an amendment to the Constitution… [that] shall terminate and forever 

prohibit the existence of Slavery… 

 

7.  Resolved, that the Government owes to all men employed in its armies, without regard to the 

distinction of color, the full protection of the laws of war… 

 
Document 6 

 

Source:  An Act of the Confederate Congress, March 13, 1865. 
 
The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That, in order to provide additional 
forces to repel invasion, maintain the rightful possession of the Confederate States, secure their 
independence, and preserve their institutions, the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to ask 
for and accept from the owners of slaves, the services of such number of able-bodied negro men as 
he may deem expedient, for and during the war, to perform military service in whatever capacity he 
may direct. 
 
SEC 2. That the General-in-Chief be authorized to organize the said slaves into companies, 
battalions, regiments, and brigades, under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of War may 
prescribe, and to be commanded by such officers as the President may appoint. 
 
SEC 3. That while employed in the service the said troops shall receive the same rations, clothing, 
and compensation as are allowed to other troops in the same branch of the service. 
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Document 7 
 

Source:  Thomas Nast, Harper’s Weekly, August 5, 1865. 
 

 
 

Franchise:  And Not This Man? 

 
 

 
 

END OF DOCUMENTS FOR QUESTION 1



 

 

APUSH DBQ RUBRIC 
Updated July 2017 

Name: ____________________ 
 

DBQ: ____________________ 
 
 

CONTEXTUALIZATION 
 

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  

The response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or 
processes that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the question. This point is not 
awarded for merely a phrase or a reference. 

 
 

 

 

THESIS / CLAIM 

Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim  
that establishes a line of reasoning.  

The thesis must make a claim that responds to the prompt, rather than merely restating or rephrasing 
the prompt. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the 
introduction or the conclusion. 

 
 

 

 

DOCUMENTS, EVIDENCE, & ANALYSIS 
 

 

 DESCRIBES SUPPORTS EXPLAINS Accurately DESCRIBES the content of 
at least THREE documents to address 
the topic of the prompt. Quotes are 
insufficient to earn this point. 

 
Doc __    

Doc __     

Doc __    SUPPORTS an argument in response 
to the prompt using at least SIX 
documents. These documents should 
meet (and exceed) the standard set for the 
description point. 

 
Doc __    

Doc __     

Doc __    For at least THREE documents, 
EXPLAINS HOW or WHY the 
document’s point of view, purpose, 
historical situation, and/or audience 
is relevant to an argument.  

 
Doc __    

  
 

Uses at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence  
(beyond that found in the documents) relevant to an argument about the prompt.  

The response must describe the evidence and must use more than a phrase or reference.  
This additional piece of evidence must be different from the evidence used to earn the  
point for contextualization. 

 
 

 

 

Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that 

is the focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or 

modify an argument that addresses the question.  

The response must demonstrate a complex understanding, which must be part of the argument and not 
merely a phrase or reference. This could include: 

 
 

 

• Explaining nuance by analyzing multiple variables 

• Explaining both similarity and difference, both continuity and change, or 
multiple causes, or both causes and effects 

• Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across periods 

TOTAL 
POINTS: 

 

/ 7 
 

• Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple perspectives across themes 

• Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views or evidence 

 Based on DBQ guidelines released by the College Board July 2017. 

For more materials, visit www.tomrichey.net. 

http://www.tomrichey.net/the-new-apush-dbq.html

