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THE SHEPHERDS
Luke 2:8-20/1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Sunday, December 8, 2013
Dr. Paul White, Senior Pastor
MAKING SENSE OF A STRANGE STORY
Who were the shepherds of Jesus’ day?
Why were they afraid of the Angel?

What was the reaction to this experience?

WHAT DOES GOD WANT TO TEACH YOU FROM
THIS STORY?

1.  He chooses “_________________________” more often than “_____________________________.”

For consider your calling, brothers:  not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are…







           -1 Corinthians 1:26-28

· He is interested in the condition of your _____________, not your _______________ or _____________________.

The LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him.  For the LORD does not see as man sees:  man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”






           -1 Samuel 16:7

· He is looking for those who will ________________ and ___________________.

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.”






     -Matthew 11:25-26

2.  Jesus’ arrival was “good news of great joy.”

Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  (vv. 10-11)

· And it is for _________________________.

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.







     -2 Peter 3:9

· And is so _______________________!

You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.  Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven – for she loved much.  But he who is forgiven little, loves little.  And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”




 -Luke 7:46-48

3.  Jesus rescues us from ourselves to live for something

     ____________________.

God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.  And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
           -1 Corinthians 1:28-31

· For His _______________ and not our own.

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness of God that depends on faith.







       -Philippians 3:8-9
· For His _____________________ and not our own.

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.







      -2 Corinthians 4:7

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!




      -Luke 2:14

Next week in FIRST CHRISTMAS:  Joseph…faithful when things don’t go as expected!
Legend:
1.  He chooses “nobodies” more often than “somebodies.”
      ●  He is interested in the condition of your heart, not your wallet or
         accomplishments.

      ●  He is looking for those who will trust and obey.

2.  Jesus’ arrival was “good news of great joy.”

      ●  And it is for everyone.

      ●  And is so every time!

3.  Jesus rescues us from ourselves to live for something greater.

      ●  For His glory and not our own.

      ●  For His purpose and not our own.
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