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The Complete Guide to Classroom Blogging With Blogger

Okay, so you've been thinking about creating a blog to use in your classroom, but you don’t know
how. Maybe you started a blog once, but somewhere along the line you abandoned the effort and you
want to get back on track. Perhaps you have a blog that you’re using regularly now and you want to take
it to the next level. If any of those scenarios apply to you, you've come to the right place.

This guide will take you through the nuts and bolts of creating and maintaining a blog for academic
use. More importantly, this guide will take you through strategies for using blogs as a regular part of your
instruction and your students’ learning. Along with the “how to” and “what to do” you’ll learn about
some of the mistakes I've made over the years and how to avoid them.
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Three Goals for Classroom Blogs

The ultimate goals of blogging is to share ideas and information with others and allow them to reply to you
if they’re so inclined. You might be thinking, “well duh, Richard.” The truth is blogs are abandoned when their
authors get confused about what to share or how to share it. To bring some clarity to confusion around what to
share and how to share it, I've developed a simple blogging framework. The framework is this; distribution,
discussion, and demonstration.

Distribution: At its most basic blogging is done for the purpose of quickly and easily distributing
information to others. In the context of education this means distributing information to students and their
parents. That information could be anything from assignment due dates to course notes to articles and videos
that supplement your classroom instruction. This kind of content typically doesn’t garner much discussion other
than clarifying questions from students and or their parents.

Discussion: The discussion level is where blogging becomes more than just an exercise in
disseminating information. As a teacher you can post prompts to which your students write replies in the form of
comments. Better yet, make students authors on a blog and have them post prompts for their classmates to
respond to. The prompts could be in the form of a reflection written by a student, a thought-provoking article
from the web accompanied by questions, an image, a video, or perhaps an embedded VoiceThread (http://
voicethread.com) project.

The great thing about using blogs for classroom discussions is that it provides students with more time
to reflect on what they're being asked before sharing their responses. Blog discussions also provides a forum for
shy students to express themselves with written words instead of possibly staying out of a in-classroom
conversation.

Demonstration: By making students authors on a group blog or by having them maintain their own
individual blogs they can demonstrate what they've found through research, what they learned, and what they
have created to demonstrate their learning. In other words, your students' blogs become digital portfolios of
what they have done in your classroom. One of the benefits of putting these portfolios on the web is that other
students can view and learn from them. Another benefit is that other teachers, school administrators, and your
students' families can quickly discover the great work your students have done.


http://voicethread.com/
http://voicethread.com/
http://voicethread.com/
http://voicethread.com/

Managing Classroom Blogs

A question that I am often asked by teachers who are just beginning to think about blogging goes
something like this, “do you recommend that I have just one blog or should all of my students have their own
blogs?” There is not a clear cut answer to this question because the answer depends upon how you envision using
blogs in your teaching practice.

If your use of blogging is going to be limited to just distributing information about your class(es) to
students and their parents, one blog is all that you need. Even if you teach multiple courses, one blog is sufficient
if you're only using it to distribute information. Simply label each new blog post with the name or section of the
course for whom the information is intended. From a management standpoint it is far easier to label each blog
post on one blog than it is to maintain a different blog for each course that you teach. That is a lesson that took
me one semester to learn.

In the fall of 2006 I was teaching five sections of the same ninth grade social studies course and even
though the content was the same for each section, each section always seemed to be in a different place than the
others so I tried to maintain five different blogs. Before long I found myself either posting to the wrong blog or
my students were going to the wrong blog because they had forgotten the blog’s URL and asked a classmate from
a different section of the course for the blog’s URL. After that semester I decided to create one blog to use as the
central online hub for all of my students. All students who took a course with me would have the URL for my
blog and go there whenever they needed an update about their courses. I found it very easy to say to students,
“go to my blog and click on the label for your class.” Even when I started to have students contribute to group
blogs they started out by going to my blog and clicking the link to their group blogs.

If you envision having all of your students write blog posts, proper planning of the blogging process is
critical to being able to keep track of your students’ work. Teachers who have twenty-five or fewer students might
be able to have each student maintain his or her own blog and keep track of all of them, but even twenty-five
blogs is a lot to keep track of. The solution that I recommend is to create a group blog for each class that you
teach. Create the blog using whichever platform you like (we’ll get into blogging platforms in just a bit) then
make each student an author on the blog. To track who wrote what on the blog make sure that the author’s name
(first names only or use pen names with young students). Alternatively, you can have students label or tag posts
with their names or pen names to sort out who wrote what. (See terminology section for an explanation of tags).
As the creator and owner of the group blog you will be able to see who wrote what from your administrative
panel, but that doesn’t help parents who want to check the blog to see what their children have been sharing.



Teachers who want students to use blogs to experiment with web design and coding will have to allow
each student to maintain his or her own blog. Likewise, if the goal is to have each student showcase work for
college or internship applications then each student will need to be the sole author on that blog. Keeping track of
all of those blogs is a challenge, but a manageable challenge. One quick management method is to create a
spreadsheet of all of your students’ blogs. Another quick management strategy is to create a list of links to the
blogs then post that list in a side column on your own blog so that you or anyone else visiting your blog can
quickly jump to a student’s blog



Which Blog Platform Should I Use?

Before answering the question of which blog platform to use you should understand some terminology
commonly used when talking about blogs. Understanding this terminology will help you make an informed
decision about which platform is best for your situation. I wish I had known some of this when I started blogging.

Hosted Blog: A hosted blog is one whose software is maintained by a company for its users. Services like
Blogger, WordPress.com, and Tumblr are examples of services on which you can create hosted blogs. The
advantage of using a hosted service is that you don’t have to worry about installing software, software updates,
server maintenance, or bandwidth capacity. The disadvantage of using a hosted service is that you don’t have
access to the servers hosting your blog, the service may limit some customization options (WordPress.com in
particular does this), and if the service closes you will be looking for a new place to blog.

Self-hosted Blog: A self-hosted blog is one for which you own the blogging software, you install it on a
server or shared server, and you are responsible for all technical maintenance and updates. The advantage of
having a self-hosted blog is that you can customize it to your heart’s content, you have access to the server(s)
hosting your blog, and you can move your content from one hosting service to another if you choose. The
disadvantage of a self-hosted blog is that you do have to feel somewhat comfortable installing the software on a
server. Fortunately, most hosting companies have good tutorials on installing popular blogging software.
Another disadvantage of self-hosting is that you are responsible for performing all updates and other
maintenance tasks. This can be time consuming for new bloggers. Finally, to have a self-hosted blog you will
have to buy a domain and pay a monthly or annual hosting fee for your blog. I pay roughly $200 annually to
MediaTemple.com for hosting and I have eight domains on my plan. If you decided to go the self-hosted route,
Media Temple is my recommendation for a hosting service. They provide excellent customer service and I've
never experienced any downtime since I started using them in April of 2012.



The best blog platforms for teachers

Blogger: This is Google’s free blogging service. It takes just a minute to start a blog through Blogger.
Blogger offers a nice selection of colorful themes and templates to choose from. Customizing the layout of your
blog is as easy as dragging and dropping elements into place. You can add additional authors to your blogs. There
are mobile apps for Blogger and you can post to your blog via email. If you have a Gmail account you already
have a Blogger account. Just sign into your Gmail account and in the top menu select Blogger from the “more”
drop-down menu. Google Apps for Education users can have Blogger added to their domains too. The drawback
to Blogger is that the only customer support that you’ll find for it comes in the form of Blogger product
discussion boards and some YouTube videos. I have used Blogger since 2006. This guide will walk you through
how to use Blogger.

KidBlog: KidBlog is a free hosted blogging service designed for teachers to use with students. Teachers
can create accounts for their students to use to write blog posts and to write comments on blog posts. Students
do not have to have email addresses in order to use KidBlog. And a great feature for those times when students
forget their passwords is teachers can reset their students’ passwords. KidBlog blogs are run using WordPress
software, but it’s a limited version of WordPress so you won’t have the full customization options that you would
have if you used the WordPress software on your own on your own paid hosting service.

Edublogs: Edublogs has been around for quite a while and is well known in the educational technology
community for offering good customer support. The free version of Edublogs is rather limited in that you cannot
include videos, use custom HTML to embed items into posts, or manage your students’ accounts. You really need
to purchase the “Pro” version of Edublogs for $39.95/year in order get the features that most teachers want.

Self-hosting a blog with WordPress: WordPress is free blogging software that you can install on a
server. You can get the software at WordPress.org. As mentioned in the “self-hosted” section above, you will have
to purchase a domain and a hosting plan to create and maintain your blog. Once you have your blog set-up you
can do whatever you like with it including creating and administering accounts for your students to use to write
blog entries and comments on your blog.

Just as a point of clarification, people sometimes confuse the WordPress software available to download
at WordPress.org with WordPress.com. WordPress.com is a free hosted blogging service that uses the WordPress
software, but like KidBlog and Edublogs it limits your customization options because you don’t actually control
the software. WordPress.com will also insert advertising on your blog unless you upgrade to a paid account for
$30 annually.



Student Blogging Activities

A Simple Yet Powerful Student Blogging Activity: Set aside time in your Friday schedule to have your
students sit down and write a short reflection on what they learned during the week. These reflections don’t have
to be long, a few sentences will do in elementary school. Simply ask your students to share one thing they learned
and one thing they still have questions about. To extend the activity have each student comment on at least one
other student’s post. Students’ comments could be the answer to a question or a simple “thanks for reminding
me about that.” The point is to get students in the habit of reflecting on what they learned. You should do this
with your students too.

Unedited audio reports: This is similar to the activity described above. Use a free service like
SoundCloud (http://soundcloud.com) to have students record short (one-two minute) audio reports about what
they learned over the course of the week. Or have them use SoundCloud to record short observations during a
science lab, a field trip, or other academic activity. SoundCloud provides embed codes for putting recordings
directly into blog posts. SoundCloud offers an iPad app, an Android app, and a web app.

Unedited video reports: Just as with the audio report idea these don’t have to be long or fancy, the
important thing is to get students sharing thoughts and observations with a larger audience. On an iOS or
Android device you can use the native camera app to record these videos and upload them to YouTube or Vimeo
then grab the provided embed code to post the videos in blog posts.

Collaborate with another classroom: Commenting on classmates’ posts can lose its appeal so get in
touch with another teacher and have your students comment on each other’s posts. There are services like Epals
(http://epals.com) that will help you connect with other classrooms around the world. You could also just
connect with another classroom in your school district or a school in another part of your state (a town 30 miles
away can seem like another world to a 2nd grader). You can make these connections online through social
networks like Twitter, Classroom 2.0, or Google+.

Mentor younger students: Connect your high school students with an elementary school classroom.
Make the high school students the “experts” that the elementary school students ask for help with a math
problem or an explanation of a science topic. This gives the high school students practice crafting concise
explanations. You may want to moderate these posts and comments for accuracy before they go live on the blog.


http://soundcloud.com
http://soundcloud.com
http://epals.com/
http://epals.com/
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Finding Media to Use In Blog Posts

A blog can get boring after a while if paragraphs of text is all that ever gets posted to it. More importantly, your
students will get bored posting to a blog if all they’re ever asked to do is write on it. To draw more attention to
blog posts, to make them more interesting, to get students excited about posting to a blog, and to spark students
into discussion use interesting pictures, videos, and audio files.

Before looking at sources of media to use in your blog posts it’s important to having some understanding of
copyright, Creative Commons, and Fair Use. (Disclaimer: this is not to be construed as legal advice and is based
on my understanding from a U.S.-based perspective). The best way to avoid any copyright infringement is to use
your own media. If you don’t have media of your own to use in your blog posts then search for works that are in
the Public Domain and works that have been labeled with Creative Commons licenses. After exhausting your
search for Public Domain and Creative Commons works then you might make an argument for Fair Use of
copyrighted works.

Using Your Own Media - Building a gallery of media
The best way to ensure that you don’t infringe on someone’s copyright rights is to use your own media in your

blog posts. Commit to a 365 project to build up a gallery of media that you can access when you need it. A 365
project is just a way of committing to taking one picture per day. The concept can be applied to recording video
and audio clips too.

Aviary's mobile image editor is a free app for iOS (https://itunes.apple.com/app/photo-editor-by-aviary/
id527445936?mt=8) and Android devices (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.aviary.android.feather). The Aviary mobile app allows you to quickly crop images and add effects to your

images. What I like about Aviary's mobile app is that unlike Instagram you don't have to register or join any
social networks.

To capture quick audio recordings try AudioBoo (http://audioboo.com) for Android and iOS devices.
SoundCloud (http://soundcloud.com) is another excellent tool for quickly creating short audio recordings.
SoundCloud can be used online, on Android devices, and on iOS devices.

To organize your gallery of B-roll media try using DropItToMe (http://dropittome.com) to have students
contribute to a DropBox (http://dropbox.com) folder. If you're working in a Google Apps for Education
environment use shared folders in Google Drive.


https://itunes.apple.com/app/photo-editor-by-aviary/id527445936?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/photo-editor-by-aviary/id527445936?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/photo-editor-by-aviary/id527445936?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/photo-editor-by-aviary/id527445936?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aviary.android.feather
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aviary.android.feather
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aviary.android.feather
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aviary.android.feather
http://audioboo.com
http://audioboo.com
http://soundcloud.com
http://soundcloud.com
http://dropittome.com
http://dropittome.com
http://dropbox.com
http://dropbox.com
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Public Domain Works
Public Domain works are images, writings, videos, and sounds whose copyright has expired or never had a

copyright attached to them. Public Domain Sherpa (http://www.publicdomainsherpa.com/calculator.html)

offers a handy little calculator that helps you determine if a work is in the public domain.

Places to find public domain media:
Pixabay (http://pixabay.com) is a good place to find and download quality public domain images. You can search

on Pixabay by using keywords or you can simply browse through the library of images. When you find an image
you can download it in the size that suits your needs. Registered users do not have to enter a captcha code to
download images. Users who do not register can download images, but they do have to enter a captcha code
before downloading each picture.

The Internet Archive (http://archive.org) is a great place to find images, videos, audio recordings, and texts that
are in the Public Domain. While most of the works are in the Public Domain not all of them are so make sure you
check the license attached to each artifact.

The Commons on Flickr (http://www.flickr.com/commons/) is a good resource for students in need of images
for multimedia projects for history, literature, and other content areas. A requirement of contributors to The
Commons is that all images are made available without copyright restrictions.

The Digital Comic Museum (http://digitalcomicmuseum.com) is a crowd-sourced collection of hundreds of
classic comic books that are now in the public domain. Register users can download these comics from the site.
You can browse the galleries to find comics to download. If know the name of a comic or comic publisher you can
search for it by name.

The National Jukebox (http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/) is an archive of more than 10,000 recordings made by the
Victor Talking Machine Company between 1901 and 1925. These are recordings that were made using an
acoustical recording process that captured sounds on wax cylinders. The recordings in the archive can be
searched and listened to on your computer. You can search the archives by recording date, recording type,
language, and target audience. The National Jukebox has also arranged playlists that you can listen to in

a continuous stream. You can also embed the recordings player into your blog or website.

Sound Bible (http://soundbible.com) is a resource for finding and downloading free sound clips, sound effects,
and sound bites. Nearly all of the sounds on Sound Bible are either public domain or labeled with a Creative
Commons license. You can find sounds for use in podcasts, videos, slideshows, or other multimedia creations.


http://www.publicdomainsherpa.com/calculator.html
http://www.publicdomainsherpa.com/calculator.html
http://pixabay.com
http://pixabay.com
http://archive.org
http://archive.org
http://www.flickr.com/commons/
http://www.flickr.com/commons/
http://digitalcomicmuseum.com
http://digitalcomicmuseum.com
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/
http://soundbible.com
http://soundbible.com
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Creative Commons Works

Creative Commons is a voluntary licensing system that photographers, videographers, writers, and musicians
can use to give permission to re-use their works under certain conditions. There are six different Creative
Commons licenses. The least restrictive of which allows you to distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon another
person’s work, even commercially, as long as you credit that person for their original creation. The most
restrictive Creative Commons license allows you only to download a person’s work and share it with others as
long as you credit the original creator, but you cannot change them in any way or use them commercially. You

can find the list of Creative Commons licenses at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/

Places to Find Creative Commons media:

CreativeCommons.org offers a search page that links to thirteen sources of Creative Commons licensed media.
Those sources are Flickr, YouTube, Google Images, Google, Jamendo, Open Clip Art Library, Fotopedia,
SpinXpress, Pixabay, SoundCloud, Europeana, ccMixter, and Wikimedia Commons.

The Free Music Archive (http://freemusicarchive.org) provides free, high-quality, music in a wide range of
genres. The content on Free Music Archive is used under various creative commons licenses. The New York State
Music Fund provided initial funding for FMA. FMA seeks to maintain a high-quality resource through the use of
selected curators who approve or deny all submissions to the collection. Anyone can download music from FMA
for use in podcasts, videos, and other digital presentation formats. The music collections can be searched by
genre or by curator.

Morgue File (http://morguefile.com) provides free photos with license to remix. The Morgue File photo
collection contains thousands of images that anyone can use for free in academic or commercial presentations.
The image collection can be searched by subject category, image size, color, or rating. Morgue File is more than
just a source for free images. The Morgue File also features a "classroom" where visitors can learn photography
techniques and get tips about image editing.

Wrylio (http://wylio.com) is an image search engine designed to help bloggers and others quickly find, cite, and
use Creative Commons licensed images. Wylio results only return images that are listed with a Creative
Commons license. Wylio makes it easy to give proper attribution to the creator of the image by providing you
with html code that includes attribution. All you have to do is copy the code and paste it into your blog post or
webpage.

The Vimeo Music Store (http://vimeo.com/musicstore) offers more than 45,000 music tracks. Not all of the
tracks are free or Creative Commons licensed, but roughly one-third or more of them are. In the Vimeo Music
Store you can search for music by genre, license type, price, and length.


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
http://freemusicarchive.org
http://freemusicarchive.org
http://morguefile.com
http://morguefile.com
http://wylio.com
http://wylio.com
http://vimeo.com/musicstore
http://vimeo.com/musicstore
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Fair Use - (This is written from the U.S. perspective).
The U.S. Copyright Office sets out four factors for determining fair use of copyrighted works. (http://
www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html) Those four factors are:

« The purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of commercial nature or is for
nonprofit educational purposes.

o The nature of the copyrighted work.

« The amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole.

« The effect of the use upon the potential market for, or value of, the copyrighted work.

In my experience in working with teachers and students all over the U.S. the most misunderstood of these four
points is the last. Everyone understands that you cannot sell someone else’s works, but they don’t understand
that making copies of a work whether physical or digital can devalue the original work.

There are many myths about Fair Use that state there is a percentage of a work that can be copied without
permission under the rules of Fair Use. Unfortunately, all of those myths are just that, myths. The U.S. Copyright
office states, The distinction between what is fair use and what is infringement in a particular case will not
always be clear or easily defined. There is no specific number of words, lines, or notes that may safely be taken
without permission. Acknowledging the source of the copyrighted material does not substitute for obtaining
permission (http://www.copyright.gov/fls/flio2.html).


http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html
http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html
http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html
http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html
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Four Fun Ways to Use Media in Your Blog

Watching videos and commenting on them or looking at a picture and commenting on it are the most common
ways that teachers have students use media in blog posts. There is definitely value in those activities as they do

get students to think, write, and share. These are some other ways to think about using media in your classroom
blog.

ThingLink (http://thinglink.com) is a free tool for creating interactive images. To create an interactive image
upload an image from your computer to your ThingLink account. After uploading the image you can add pins to
the image. Each pin that you add to your image can include a video clip, a link to another site, a SoundCloud
recording, a block of text, or another image. You can make your images collaborative by allowing others to add
pins to the image. Images can be embedded into blog posts for students to view and or add their own pins. A few
of the ways that I've seen ThingLink used by teachers is to have students add multimedia labels to diagrams of
cells, to label geographic features, and to label historical images like that of the signing of the declaration of
independence.

SoundCloud (http://soundcloud.com) is a great tool for creating short audio recordings. Those recordings can be
embedded into blog posts. The feature of SoundCloud that makes it worth using instead of just embedding a
recording from another service is that listeners can tie their comments to an exact moment in a SoundCloud
recording. This means that if something twelve seconds into the recording triggers a thought in a students’ mind
she can tie that comment to that exact moment. I've seen SoundCloud used by world languages teachers who
have students make short recordings and post them on a classroom blog. The teacher then used the comment
tool to give feedback to students.

VoiceThread (http://voicethread.com) and Narrable (http://narrable.com) provide platforms for uploading
images and hosting discussions around them. VoiceThread offers more commenting options than Narrable, but I
find Narrable easier for new users to master. Both tools allow you to embed your image-based stories into blog
posts where students can comment on those images. Students will have to have an account to do this.
VoiceThread allows three free projects before requiring you to upgrade to a paid plan. Narrable gives you one
project before requiring you to upgrade to a paid plan.

Your classroom blog doesn’t have to be serious all the time. In fact, one of the ways that I used to make one of my
blogs more appealing to students was to embed a game and or entertainment news widget into the side column
of my blog’s homepage. One semester I had a group of students that enjoyed playing simple games online so I
would grab a free game embed code from Novel Games (http://business.novelgames.com/gamelicense/link.php)
and put it on my blog. A couple of years ago I put a news widget, a sports stories widget, and a TMZ feed on my
blog. My goal in doing these things was to give students another reason to visit the blog besides just, “Mr. Byrne
said we have to visit the blog.”


http://thinglink.com
http://thinglink.com
http://soundcloud.com
http://soundcloud.com
http://voicethread.com
http://voicethread.com
http://narrable.com
http://narrable.com
http://business.novelgames.com/gamelicense/link.php
http://business.novelgames.com/gamelicense/link.php
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What If I Don’t Have Time To Blog?

I am often asked to respond to questions along the lines of “what do you say to teachers who don’t have time to
blog?” I have a few responses to this question, but in the end the solution lies in committing to making time to
blog.

First, don't think of blogging as something you have to do on a daily basis. Some of my favorite bloggers only
publish once or twice a week. Set a goal of writing one post per week to start. Think of the activity as simply a
way to document your reflections on what you tried in your classroom that week or what you're thinking about
trying next week. Reflecting on what we're doing should be a part of our lives anyway. (On a personal note, I set
aside uninterrupted three hours every week just for thinking and reflecting).

Second, think about a blog as a living document. You don't have to publish complete thoughts in every post. Start
a thought and ask readers to join in a conversation. Spelling and grammar don't count as much as think they do.
The goal is to publish not practice proof-reading. Of course, if you do see a glaring mistake you can go back and
fix it.

Third, think about all of the time that you spend on activities that don't benefit you or anyone else. In a typical
one hour television program you will see twelve minutes of commercials. How many television shows are in your
weekly "must watch" list? Use those commercial breaks to tap away at a blog post. How much time do you spend
waiting in traffic? Use an app like SoundCloud to create a mini-podcast that you later post on your blog. Or use
Evernote's speech to text function to dictate part of a blog post.


http://soundcloud.com/
http://soundcloud.com/
http://evernote.com/
http://evernote.com/
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One Simple Strategy for Blogging Success

Teachers (and many others) often give up on blogging because they think that no one is reading their blog posts.
It takes persistence to make a blog work if you're the only author. Keep writing even if only one person is reading
it. That one person may tell another about your work and then you'll have doubled your readership. But if you
stop writing because you think no one is reading then no one will be reading or sharing your blog posts.

To take this idea to classroom blogs remember that it takes time and persistence to get students and their
parents to regularly check your classroom blog. These are the pitfalls to avoid that I'll fully admit I fell into the
first time I tried to use blogging in my classroom. My first use of a blog was simply to distribute information and
have students comment on it. The pitfall here was allowing to students to email comments instead of posting
them on the blog when they forgot their log-in credentials. My second use of blogging was having students write
reflections of what they had learned during the week. The pitfall here was, again, letting students email their
reflections instead of posting them on the blog. The whole point of having the classroom blog was to have
students share with each other and comment on their classmates' ideas. When I didn't have the persistence to
say, "no, you need to reset your password" then the blogging activity lost its momentum. When I started saying,
"no, you need to post to the blog" then my classroom blogging activities became successful.
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Blog Terminology To Know

(Ir\ﬁentionally not in all;fl;albetical order)

Theme: WordPress and many other blogging platforms use “themes” to describe the look of a blog. The
theme can include the color scheme and the layout of elements on the blog. Changing the theme does not change
the content of your blog posts.

Template: Blogger and some other blogging platforms use the term “template” to describe the look of a
blog. The template can include the color scheme and the layout of elements on the blog. Changing your template
does not change the content of your blog posts.

Tag: Tags are applied to WordPress (Kidblog, Edublogs) blog posts to identify the key ideas or purpose of
a post. Tags make it easier for people to search and find older posts on your blog. For example, if you write a post
about your Revolutionary War lesson, tag it with “revolution” or “revolutionary war” so that at the end of the
school year when you have 150 posts on your blog your students can quickly click on the “revolution” tag and
jump to the post that have that label. It’s a lot easier to locate older posts by tag than it is to click through
archives by date.

Label: Labels are applied to Blogger blog posts to identify the key ideas or purpose of a post. For example,
if you write a blog post about your Revolutionary War lesson plan, label it with “revolution” or “revolutionary
war” so that at the end of the school year when you have 150 posts on your blog your students can quickly click
on the “revolution” label and jump to the posts that have that label. It’s a lot easier to locate older posts by label
than it is to click through archives by date.

Tag Cloud and Label Cloud: Tag and Label clouds can be added to your blog’s homepage to make it
easy for visitors to see the tags or labels that you’ve used, click on one of them, and jump to a list of all of the
posts that have that particular label.

Categories: In WordPress-powered blogs you can use categories for broad descriptions of posts in
addition to using tags. For example, on iPadApps4School.com I use the categories “pre-K,” “elementary school,”
“middle school,” and “high school.” I assign each post to a category and use tags for describing the academic
topic of the post. This way if someone visits my blog looking for math apps appropriate for elementary school he
or she can click on the “math” tag then click on the “elementary school” category to find all of my posts meeting
that search criteria.
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Embed: To display a video, slideshow, audio recording, Google Calendar, Google Map, game, and many
other multimedia elements in a blog post you will use an embed code provided by service hosting that media.
Embedding media into a blog post does not make you the owner of it and as long as you follow the guidelines set
forth by the hosting service you are not violating copyright by embedding something you didn’t create. For
example, when you find a video on YouTube that you want your students to watch you can embed it into a blog
post and ask students to comment on the blog post. If the owner of that video decides to take it offline the video
will no longer play through your blog post.

Embed Codes: An embed code is a piece of code, often HTML, that media hosting services like YouTube
provide so that you can easily display the media that they host in your own blog posts. On some services like
SlideShare an embed code will be clearly labeled as such next to the media you’re viewing. On other services the
embed code will be one of the options that appears when you click on the “share” option. YouTube, for example,
currently requires you to open the “share” menu before you see the embed code option.

Widget: A widget is a small application that you can include in the posts and or pages of your blog. A
widget could be a game, a display of Tweets, a display of RSS feeds, a tag cloud, a calendar, or any other
application that offers an embed code.

Gadget: Gadget is the term that Blogger uses for a widget. A gadget and a widget do the same things.

Plug-in: A plug-in (sometimes plugin) is a small application that you can add to the software that powers
your blog. Unlike widgets and gadgets plug-ins operate in the background and visitors to your blog will not see
them working. A plug-in can add functionalities like suggesting related posts to your visitors or detecting the
type of device a visitor is using to view your blog then automatically displaying the mobile or desktop version of
your blog’s layout.

Post: “Post” can refer to an entry on your blog as in “a blog post.” “Post” can also be used as a verb as in “I
am going to post a new entry on my blog.”

Page: A page on a blog is different than a post because a page is designed for static content. Pages are
good for posting information that you want visitors to your blog to be able to quickly access. For example, my
classroom blog had pages for curriculum outlines and review guides.

Permalink: Each blog post is assigned its own separate URL this is known as a permalink (permanent
link). This URL is the one that you would share if you wanted someone to directly access a post rather than going
to your blog’s homepage then searching for the post.
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Pingback: If you use a WordPress-powered blog (WordPress.com, Edublogs, Kidblog, or self-hosted) in
comments section of your admin panel you will see a “pingback” label. Anytime someone mentions and links to a
post on your blog or to any page on your blog you will receive a pingback notification. Pingbacks let you know if
someone has linked to you.

You can choose to publish or not publish pingbacks. While most pingbacks are genuine you will see some
from spam blogs (AKA splogs) that are simply trying to get links published wherever they can. Review the
pingbacks before publishing them to determine whether or not they are valid links. Publishing pingbacks from
spammers could negatively impact your Google search ranking.

Trackback: Similar to pingbacks. These are used by Blogger and some other platforms.

Comment: A comment is a response to a blog post written by a visitor to your blog. You can choose to
allow anonymous commenting or require users to register with an email address in order to comment. I
recommend not allowing anonymous commenting as that makes it too easy for spammers to fill your comments
section with links to websites that may not be appropriate for school. A typical spam comment looks something
like this, “Thank you for this excellent post. I will return many times to read your blog.” followed by a link to a
website completely unrelated to your blog post.

Comment Moderation: Every blogging platform has an option for moderating comments. Turn this
option on the day that you create your blog. There are various levels of comment moderation settings. You can
choose to moderate all comments, moderate comments appearing only on posts that are of a certain age,
moderate all comments that contain links, or a combination of all three settings. Moderating comments allows
you to read all of the comments before they appear live on your blog.

SEQO: Search Engine Optimization describes the practice of writing posts in a manner that is likely to
garner a lot of traffic through search engines like Google, Bing, and Yahoo.

While gathering a lot of search engine traffic isn’t the goal of most classroom blogs, you should understand
one common SEO practice. Part of how Google ranks sites is the number of links to a site. This is why you will see
spammers trying to flood comment fields with links. Google has recently changed its algorithm to devalue those
kind of links, but the practice still exists.
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RSS: Rich Site Summary (sometimes improperly called Real Simple Syndication) is the standard Internet
protocol for distributing blog content from your blog to RSS reader and email applications. RSS Feeds distribute
content from your blog to RSS reader and email applications. Every blog has its own RSS feed address (it’s listed
in the administrative panel of your blog) that can be published. Publishing the address of your RSS feed will
allow people to subscribe to your blog updates. This means that they can read your new blog posts without
actually having to visit your blog. If they want to comment on your blog posts they will have to visit your blog.

The popular iPad apps Feedly, Flipboard, and Zite rely on RSS feeds to populate the application with new
content. RSS feed widgets and gadgets are available for Blogger and WordPress. These widgets and gadgets allow
you to put the headlines of your favorite blogs into a part of your own blog. For example, if you used an RSS feed
widget on your WordPress-powered blog you could display the headlines from The New York Times, CNN, and
any other site that has published the address of its RSS feed.
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How to create a blog on Blogger

To create a Blogger blog you do need to have a Google Account. If you have a Gmail account, you already

have a Google Account so to start using Blogger all you need to do is sign into your Gmail account then

use the “more” menu at in the header of your account to select Blogger. If you don’t have a Google
Account, you can quickly create one by following the directions on the last pages of this guide.

To access Blogger from your Gmail account open the “More” menu at the top of the page then select
“Blogger” from the list. If Blogger doesn’t appear in the list, select “even more” and then choose Blogger
from the subsequent list.
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Creating vour Blogger Profile: Step 1
After creating your Google Account or accessing Blogger for the first time through Gmail you will need to
create a Blogger profile. This is a simple process.

Language:| English (United States)

If you do not want to connect
e @ @00gle+ profile to your blog
el solect "Create a limited Blogger

profile."

Profile Options
Google+ Profile Blogger Profile
(] ()
y y
N or N

Create a limited Blogger profile

Welcome to Blogger

Confirm Your Profile

Email Notification

Feature o Send me feature announcements, advice, and other information to
announcements help me get the most out of my blog. @

If you have a Google+ profile and you connect it to your Blogger profile, your new posts can be
automatically shared to Google+ circles.

If you are using a Google Apps for Education account to access Blogger, you may not have the option to
connect to Google+.




Creating vour Blogger Profile: Step 2

After creating your Google Account or accessing Blogger for the first time through Gmail you will need to
create a Blogger profile. This is a simple process.

nited States)

Welcome to Blogger

If you are not connecting
Confirm Your Profil your Goog|e+ prOflle tO your
Dot 010Q, YOU Can use a pseudonym

Google+. If you wglit to use another ident§

et |for your Blogger Display Name.

You will be seen as...

Blogger profile

Display Name | Max Byrne

Share your posts with the world of Google+. Upgrade to a Google+ profile

Email Notification

Feature o Send me feature announcements, advice, and other information to
announcements help me get the most out of my blog. @




Creating Your First Blog on Blogger: Step 1

You can create as many blogs as you like in your Google account. Many people create a “practice” blog
that they use to try things out before applying them to the blog that they share with the public.

Accessing Blogger: You can access screen pictured below by entering http://blogger.com into the
address bar in your browser. Alternatively, you can sign into your Google Account and select Blogger
from your list of services.

-y Blogger n Max Byrne «
n Max Byrne's blogs English (United States) ~  4f
New Blog

Create your blog now
You are not an author on any blogs yet, create one now to start posting! Can't find your blog?

View in Google Reader 'ﬂ'

Create your new blog by
-.|clicking "New Blog."

Blogger Bu

The latest from Blogger Buzz

Mention people in your posts with Google+

3 months ago by A Googler

Posted by +Malte Ubl, Software Engineer

Blogs are a great way to spark a conversation, and today we're giving you a new way to grab someone's attention: Google+
mentions in Blogger. Now you can add a link to a Google+ profile or page when you want to mention someone in a post. If

you then share your post from Blogger to Google+, we make it easier to notify your mentions by including them in the
sharebox.

To mention someone, just type “+" before their name while you're using the Blogger post editor.
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Creating Your First Blog on Blogger: Step 2

The title, web address, and template for your blog can be changed at any time after you have created the
blog. To get started I highly recommend using the “Simple” template. The “Simple” template is the one

that will be used in the following directions. These steps for creating your blog, blog posts, and pages are
the same regardless of which template you choose to use.

Title your blog,
choose a URL,
select a template.

Blogs List » Create a new blog

This account is managed by freetechdteachers.com. Learn more

‘ Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog

‘ maxbarks blogspot.co

This blog address is available.

————— m
(] . -
= L e

_ B

- | W |
Dynamic Views Simple Picture Window

Awesome Inc. Watermark Ethereal

You can browse many more templates and customize your blog later.

Cancel

Send feedback




Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Step 1

After completing step 2 on the previous page, your blog is ready to use. Blogger should automatically
redirect you to the screen pictured below to begin posting to your blog. If you’re not automatically
redirected simply enter http://blogger.com into the address bar in your browser to reach the screen
pictured below.

i Blogger n Max Byrne «
n Max Byrne's blogs English (United States) ~  4F
New Blog Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog & View blog

=]
Your Blog has been created! Start posting | Dismiss
Reading list All b|OgS / View in Google Reader ¥

Create your first pdst by clickingl|...
"start posting" or by clicking the
pencil icon.

R e O A e

3 months ago by A Googler

Posted by +Malte Ubl, Software Engineer

Blogs are a great way to spark a conversation, and today we're giving you a new way to grab someone's attention: Google+
mentions in Blogger. Now you can add a link to a Google+ profile or page when you want to mention someone in a post. If
you then share your post from Blogger to Google+, we make it easier to notify your mentions by including them in the
sharebox.

To mention someone, just type “+” before their name while you're using the Blogger post editor.
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Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Working With Text

Enter the title for your first blog post. If you don’t enter a title your post will still be displayed when you
publish it, but it may not be easy to distinguish from the rest of the blog. You can go back and change the
title of a post at any time after it has been published.

We will be creating this first blog post in Blogger’s default “Compose” mode. This is the mode that the
majority of teachers and students will use to create blog posts. Later in this guide we’ll take a look at
using “HTML” mode, but for now we’ll stick with the default “Compose” mode.

View blog n Max Byrne «

Max Barks - The M... - Post  Welcome to My Blog - My First Post Save Preview Close

l

Compose  HTML e 1T v Normal v B I U s Av Sy Lk = il = viz iz ek L ¥

Hi! I'm Mgl. I am one of the two dogs that Richard loves. I am the younger of the two. My older ~ Post settings

On thigblog I will post my observations as the youngest member of the family. Some of my favorite ¥ Labels
thing®/are rolling in the snow, rolling in gee dirt, chasing birds, and playing fetch. I also enjoy eating ®© Schedule
s.
i G2 Permalink
- 9§ Location
Title your post and start 4+ Opter

writing your first post.

Send feedback
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Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Working With Text

Blogger’s post editor includes convenient word processing functions including spell check, font size and
type choices, bullet points, and hyperlink insertion.

To insert a hyperlink first write your text. After writing your text highlight the word or words that you
want to hyperlink. Then click on the “link” icon in the menu of word processing tools. When you click the
“link” icon a new dialogue box will pop-up. Insert into the dialogue box the URL that you wish to link to.

View blog Max Byrne
Max Barks - The M... Inserting Links Into Posts Save Preview Close
Compose HTML F~vaT~1 r B I U a8 Link = == ek L 4

To insert a link into a post simply type your post. Then go back and highlight the word(s) thaty
want to hyperlink to another webpage or website. For example, click here to read Richard's latest blog
post.

it L =1 | To insert a link, highlight
Text to display: [click here ] a Word Or Words then CIICk

Link to: To what URL should this link go? n: n -
(*) Web address (http://freetechAteachers.com ] I I n k I n t h e fo rm at too I S rOW.
() Email address Test this link \

Not sure what to put in the box? First, find the page on |n the pop-up bOX Insert a

the web that you want to link to. (A search engine might be
useful.) Then, copy the web address from the box in your

. .
browser's address bar, and paste it into the box above. | I n k tO a W e b S I t e
u

@ Open this link in a new window

Add 'rel=nofollow’ attribute (Learn more)
OK

Send feedback
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Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Inserting Images

Click on the image icon to insert a picture into a blog post. You can upload an image from your
computer, choose an image stored in your Picasa account, link to an image that is hosted online (the
URL for the image needs to end in .jpg, .png, or .gif), or select an image previously used on your blog
(this won’t be an option on your first post).

View blog n Max Byrne «
Max Barks - The M... - Post  Inserting Images Into a Post e Fraviow.s| (Slose
Compose  HTML  © F ~ 1T v Normal v B I U s A- Sy Lnk i il 5 v i iZ 6 L ¥ - Post settings

To insert an image into a post click on the "image" icon. W Labels
(© Schedule
Click the image icon to 7 Lot
Insert a picture into your e
post.

Send feedback
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Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Inserting Images

Click on the image icon to insert a picture into a blog post. You can upload an image from your
computer, choose an image stored in your Picasa account, link to an image that is hosted online (the
URL for the image needs to end in .jpg, .png, or .gif), or select an image previously used on your blog
(this won’t be an option on your first post).

View blog

" Select afile

From your phone
From your webcam

From a URL

X, Choose files

‘You may upload multiple at once. Use JPG, GIF, or PNG files.

To upload an image from
your computer select "upload"
then select "Choose files."

Send feedback
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Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Inserting Images

Click on the image icon to insert a picture into a blog post. You can upload an image from your

computer, choose an image stored in your Picasa account, link to an image that is hosted online (the
URL for the image needs to end in .jpg, .png, or .gif), or select an image previously used on your blog
(this won’t be an option on your first post).

A
I

View blog
Max Barks -
i Barks =T gelect afile
Compose HTML
I Upload

From this blog

From Picasa Web
Albums

From your phone
From your webcam

From a URL

0.0.6 File Upload
r IS iml || = v || [ Presentation Images s (Q
FAVORITES — magnifyin...copy 2.png
= " I magnifyin...0 copy.png
= All My Files -
= y b ~ magnifyin..._1280.png
#\ Applications | = maine-114338_1920.jpg
= Desktop ’ = map-of-th...6_640.jpg
= X ) = map-of-th..._1280.jpg
| men I
[ Documents b B mark-twain-67793.jpg
© Downloads = mascot-48563_640.png Name Max takes a nap.jpg
=1 Movies & Max & Mor...y faces.jpg Kind JPEG image
n e P = max blogs.jpg Size 68 KB
I B Max Naps on Couch.jpg Created 12/15/12 7:31 PM
Pictures ; % Max swims.jpg Modified 12/15/12 7:31 PM
Last opened 12/15/12 7:31 PM
MEDIA ) Max LI 27 Dimensions 612 x 612
X P = Max, Morri...noeing.jpg
n Music P __ Meeting
@) Photos
|| Hide extension | Cancel | Open q

Select image and click "open."

Cancel

Max Byrne

Preview Close

Send feedback




Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Inserting Images

Click on the image icon to insert a picture into a blog post. You can upload an image from your computer,
choose an image stored in your Picasa account, link to an image that is hosted online (the URL for the
image needs to end in .jpg, .png, or .gif), or select an image previously used on your blog (this won’t be an
option on your first post).

View blog Max Byrne

" Select a file

HTMI
Upload X, Choose files

From this blog You may upload multiple files at once. Use JPG, GIF, or PNG files.

From Picasa Web
Albums

From your phone

From your webcam

Now click on your image
and click "Add selected.i'

From a URL

canco'

Send feedback
—
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Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Working With Images

To re-position or re-size an image in a post click on the image once. Clicking on the image open a menu
of choices for positioning and re-sizing your image. You can also caption your image. The caption field is
the best place to include a link to source of your image is that image is not owned by you or it is not in the
public domain.

g Blogger: Max Barks - The Musin... [TL
@) @ www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogiD=86462048301246345 12#editor/target=post;postiD=5576684768652936152 c ] ' Google Q) @ @ I
E View blog n Max Byrne
Max Barks - The M... - Post  Welcome to My Blog - My First Post @ — Didee |sSioee
Compose  HTML F v 1T~ Nomal v B I U e AvSv |kl @S S-EEw L ¥

x hf cottingc

Click on the image to
open a menu of options
to re-size, change image
placement, and add a
caption to your image.

Hi! I'm Max. I am one of 1 Small - Medium - Large - X-Large - Original size | Left - Center - Right | Add caption | Properties | Remove *
brother's name is Morrison. He already has a blog of his own.

On this blog I will post my observations as the youngest member of the family. Some of my favorite
things are rolling in the snow, rolling in the dirt, chasing birds, and playing fetch. I also enjoy eating
snacks.

Send feedback
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Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Publishing the Post

Now that the first post has been created it is time to publish it. Before publishing your post you should
add a label or two to it. When you have many posts published, labels will be helpful aids to finding a
specific post or set of posts. For example, if you're writing a post about a homework assignment you
might assign the label “homework.”

I B Blogger: Max Barks - The Musin... n == L
@I www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogiD=86462048301246345 12#editor/target=post;postiD=5576684768652936152 ¢ | (B3~ Google Q |:£| |§| |E| [EJ
View blog n Max Byrne +
Max Barks - The M... - Post  Welcome to My Blog - My First Post Save Preview Close
Compose  HTML e} F ~ 1T v Normal v B I U s Av SN Lnk o il =3 Evi= = 6 L ¥

Hi! I'm Max. I am one of the fo dogs that Richard loves. I am the ~ Post settings
y ! i ison, He

Label your pOSt then CIiCkﬁHomelife,Morrison.Fetch.I
done and publish.

\.) =

(O Schedule

W Labels

c2 Permalink
§ Location

%¥ Options

Send feedback




Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Viewing Your Post

After you click “publish” on the previous screen you will be automatically redirected to the list of all posts
on your blog. Here you can see all of the posts that you have published as well as posts that you may be
working on but have not yet published. To view a post, click the “view” link that appears just below the
title of your post.

=7 Blogger: Max Barks - The Musin | T |

3) www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=8646204830124634512#allposts/postNum=0 ¢ (8- Google
P 4 |_E View blog
My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Posts » All (1) Al labels ~ Q %
0 | - Publish Revert to draft ] 1-10of 1 25
Oveni
4 Overview Welcome to My Blog - My First Post , , Max Byrne 0 0¥ 6:52:00 PM
]Ei Posts jit | View | Sha Delet
Al (1)
Published (1)
LD Pages . . .
® Gt Click view to see your first post.
E Google+
¢ stats
Y Earnings
[ﬂ Layout
? Template
Settings
,
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Creating the First Post On Your Blog: Viewing Your Post

If you notice something about your post that you would like to change, simply click the pencil icon at the
bottom of the post and that will take you back into the post editor.

G Blogger: Max Barks - The Musin... u G Max Barks - The Musingsofa... u + [

Ny
\/j/i maxbarks.blogspot.com/2013/03 /welcome-to-my-blog-my-first-post.html|

C | ‘VB' Google

= 1]

Q*Share | 0 More~ Next Blog» max@freetechdteachers.com New Post Design Sign Out

Max Barks - The Musings of a
Dog

SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2013

BLOG ARCHIVE
. 2013 (1)
Welcome to My Blog - My First Post areh (1)
Hi! I'm Max. | am one of the two dogs that Richard loves. | Weicome to My Blog - My First Post
am the younger of the two. My older brother's name is
Morrison. He already has a blog of his own.
ABOUT ME
On this blog | will post my observations as the youngest ) Max Byrne

member of the family. Some of my favorite things are
rolling in the snow, rolling in the dirt, chasing birds, and
playing fetch. | also enjoy eating snacks.

View my complete profile

Posted by Max Byrne at 6:52 PM /

™M g i{ +1 | Recommend this on Google

Labels: Fetch, Home life, Morrison
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

Now that you have successfully created and pubhshed your first post, t, let’s take a look at how to create
subsequent blog posts. From the screen on which you’re viewing your first post you can click the “new
post” link in the upper-right corner of the screen. Alternatively, you can go to Blogger.com and select
“new post” from the drop-down menu next to the name of your blog.

Q*Share | 0 More v NextBlog» max@freetechdteachers.co New Post Design Sign Out

Max Barks - The Musings o

Dog Click "New Post" to create
a new blog post.

Sunday, March 24, 2013 d

Welcome to My Blog - My First Post 3 wax Byme

View my complete profile

Hi! I'm Max. | am one of the two dogs that Richard loves. |
am the younger of the two. My older brother's name is What kind of bear is best?
Morrison. He already has a blog of his own.

On this blog | will post my observations as the youngest Polar loox) 1]
member of the family. Some of my favorite things are Black [0 ]
rolling in the snow, rolling in the dirt, chasing birds, and Panda [oo®w ]
playing fetch. | also enjoy eating snacks.
Blog Archive
Posted by Max Byme at 6:52PM 4 v 2013 (2)
¥ March (2)

™M Ei l{ +1 | Recommend this on Google
A Demonstration of Inserting Links and

Labels: Fetch, Home life, Morrison Videos

Welcome to My Blog - My First Post




Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

Now that you have successfully created and pubhshed your first post, t, let’s take a look at how to create
subsequent blog posts. From the screen on which you’re viewing your first post you can click the “new
post” link in the upper-right corner of the screen. Alternatively, you can go to Blogger.com and select

“new post” from the drop-down menu next to the name of your blog.

- Blogger

New Blog

n Max Byrne's blogs

n Max Byrne

English (United States) ~ o

Reading list

Add

All blogs

Blogger Buzz

Click the pencil to write a new post.

Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog \ B .  Viewblog

23 pageviews - 2 posts, last published on Mar 24, 2013

All blogs

Add blogs to follow in your Reading list
You are not currently following any blogs. Use the "Add" button to enter blogs you'd like to follow in your Reading List. Learn
more

The latest from Blogger Buzz

Expanding your audience with Google+: Kelly Saks' story
2 weeks ago by Blogger

From time to time, we like to highlight bloggers who successfully use Blogger and other Google products. Today we're
featuring how Kelly Saks from Kelly's Kloset reached a wider audience with Blogger and Google+.
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

To create a blog post that includes a video the process starts the same way as it did with your first post.
Whenever I use video in a post on a classroom blog I like to include a short introduction to the video and
some questions for students to answer in the comments after watching the video.

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The first method, pictured below, is uploading a video from your computer to the blog.

View blog n Max Byrne +
Max Barks - The M... - Post Posting a video on Blogger Save Preview Close
Compose HTML 0" F ~ 1T + Normal v B I U s A+ &~ - Post settings

Before inserting my video I am going to write a short description ofgl” ¥ Labels
add some questions for students to answer after watching the vj

@© Schedule

G2 Permalink

bcation

Click the movie icon to upload
a video to insert into your post.

Iptions

Send feedback




Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The first method, pictured below, is uploading a video from your computer to the blog.

View blog

xBarks - Th gelect a file

HTML
Upload Choose a video to upload

y uploading videos, you g to the Upload Terms and Conditions

From YouTube
My YouTube videos

From your phone

=== | Click "choose a video to upload”

Send feedback
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The first method, pictured below, is uploading a video from your computer to the blog.

| View blog 000 File Upload Max Byrne
e IRIIHEEE l':'! Iml || 2= v || [ Common Craft Videos +| (Q E
Max Barks - —H' Preview Close
‘ Select a file FAVORITES L = Augmente...nglish.mév
1 2 al My Files ’ —— Augmented Reality.m4v
Compose HTME “\ o r — blogs in plain english
I Upload #% Applications |, = — g docs plain.mav
Erom YouTube l==] Desktop _:‘ E Go:?gle_Do...nglish.mov
[ Documents  project-ba...rning.m4yv
. - — gr-codes.mév
My YouTube videos 0 Downiont - .
ame rss.mov
From your phone H Movies - Kind QuickTime movie
J3 Musi I Size 44.5 MB
From your webcam CRlls > Created 4/5/12 11:19 AM
Pictures ,_ Modified 4/5/12 11:20 AM
Last opened 4/5/12 11:20 AM
MEDIA Dimensions 640 x 480
ﬂ Music Duration 03:02
@ Photos
[ ] Hide extension | Cancel | [ Open
Select the video file f
computer and click "open."
L ]
Cancel
Send feedback




Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The first method, pictured below, is uploading a video from your computer to the blog.

View blog

Sarks =TI gelect a file

Compose HTMI
I Upload

From YouTube
My YouTube videos
From your phone

From your webcam

Choose a video to upload
By uploading videos, you agree to the Upload Terms and Conditions

rss.mov0B/425MB R

Miax Byrne

Close

Your video is now ready

to upload.

Send feedback
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The first method, pictured below, is uploading a video from your computer to the blog.

View blog n Max Byrne ~

Max Barks - The M... - Post Posting a video on Blogger L Froview..| |.Skse
Compose HTML Ly F ~ 1T v Normal Bz UM Ae Sy ik S E-EE 4T ~ Post settings

i o s ot st vttt vy . N 9wy that my video is
iInserted into the post,

I'll publish the post.

The video won't play

until the post is published.

> ® BI@V
Notice that I can also write below the video now that it has been inserted.
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The second method, pictured below, is searching for a YouTube video while still in your
Blogger account.

View blog n Max Byrne ~
Max Barks - The M... - Post  Posting a video on your blog Save Preview Close
Compose HTML e F ~ 1T + Normal v B I U & Av &~ Link

~ Post settings

In this example we'll insert a video by searching for YouTube vid hile still in o o W Labels
accounts.
(O Schedule

G2 Permalink

Click the "movie" icon to open the | e
menu to search for YouTube videos. |* ™"

Send feedback




45

Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three

methods. The second method, pictured below, is searching for a YouTube video while still in your

Blogger account. You can preview the video before inserting it into your post.

View blog

Max Barks - TH Select a file

Compose HTMY
Upload

I From YouTube
My YouTub&videos
From your phiine

From your webfm

YouRUILi did you know Q

DR You Know 3.0 (Officially updated for 2012) HD ..

- Feb 28, 2012

ri'vwm ;

THR New 2012 HD version on the progression of mformatlon technology researched by Karl ...

Select "From YouTube" then search
for a V|deo and select it from the list.

http:/iwww.2curio.com - THE MOST CURIOUS FACTS.
8| 5 min - Apr 4, 2009

o maien | "Did You Know?/Shift Happens" (Version 6, 2012 ..
Did You Know? originally started out as a PowerPoint presematlon for a faculty meeting in .

nﬁ- 4 min - May 8, 2012

Cancel

Max Byrne

Close
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The second method, pictured below, is searching for a YouTube video while still in your
Blogger account.

View blog n Max Byrne ~
Max Barks - The M... - Post Posting a video on your blog Save Preview Close
Compose  HTML [} F ~ 1L v Normal

v B I U # Av &+ Lnk us il =

1]

viEEM L ¥ ~ Post settings
In this example we'll insert a video by searching for YouTube videos while still in our Blogger W Labels
accounts.
(© Schedule

The YouTube video is

now in your post and you
can publish it.
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The third method, pictured below, is embedding a video by using an embed code provided by a
video sharing website like YouTube or NextVista.org. Locating embed codes on YouTube is pictured
below.

G Blogger: Max Barks - The Musin... ﬂ I A Vision of Students Today - Y... u + L

@ @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR90 & (B~ Google Q EJ @ [— (B
MORE RESULTS A N ~ - i 3:04 | v
Today's child is bewildered
when he enters e 3 A Portal to Media Literacy
the 19th century environment 50,692 view
that still characterizes
the educational establishment = The Machine is Usling Us (Final
where information is scarce : Verslon)
but ordered and structured e 4:33 |

by fragmented, classified patterns
subjects, and schedules."
- Marshall McLuhan 1967

The Machine is (Changing) Us:
YouTube and the Politics of

Copy the embed

o 'lcode posted below

o b .. % |the video. o

m PO T
deo Embed Ema Hangout &

The girl who silenced the world for
<iframe width="420" height="315" g LI
src="http://www.youtube.com/embed/dGCI46vyR90" / \A Syt
Lk i

frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe>

A Vision of Students Today

S A Vision of Japanese University
. Students Today

Video size: 420 x 315 v

@ Show suggested videos when the video finishes

--zi.lfty People, One Question | Short

Use HTTPS [?]
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video

There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The third method, pictured below, is embedding a video by using an embed code provided by a
video sharing website like YouTube or NextVista.org.

Now that we have an embed code, we’ll place it into our blog post. But first we need to change one
setting. That setting, located in the right hand column of your post editor, is to “interpret typed HTML.”
This will allow your video to play when it is embedded. You only need to change this setting once. The
setting will apply to all future posts unless you change it back to the default setting.

View blog n Max Byrne
Max Barks - The M... - Post Posting a video found on YouTube Save Proview Close
Compose HTML o) F ~ 1T + Normal v B I U & Av v Lk i il 5 E~ 1= = 6 L ¥ - Post settings
This is the third example of inserting a video into a blog post. In this example we're using an embed W Labels
code from YouTube.
(© Schedule
Before inserting the embed code,
. \9 Location
open the options menu and select e
ptions
I ]|
Interpret typed HTML.
(=) Allow

(_Don't allow
Compose mode

() Show HTML literally
(® Interpret typed HTML

Line breaks
(®) Use <br> tag
(_)Press "Enter" for line breaks

Done
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Creating a Second Post on Your Blog: Inserting Video
There are a few methods that you can use to insert a video into a blog post. We'll take a look at three
methods. The third method, pictured below, is embedding a video by using an embed code provided by a
video sharing website like YouTube or NextVista.org.

Now that we have copied the embed code and changed the HTML post setting, we can simply paste the
embed code into our post.

View blog n Max Byrne +
Max Barks - The M... - Post Posting a video found on YouTube Save Preview Close
Compose HTML "q) f + T + Normal v B 7 U ¢ A - Link ﬁ _] 4 %E EE 11 1; W v Post settimgs
This is the third example of inserting a video into a blog post. In this example we're using an embed W Labels
code from YouTube.
(O Schedule

meborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe> co Permalink

¥ Location

¥ Options

Reader comments

Paste the embed code from e

_Don't allow

YouTube into your post.

_) Show HTML literally
(® Interpret typed HTML

Line breaks

(®) Use <br> tag
_)Press "Enter" for line breaks

Done

Send feedback
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Creating Pages on Your Blogger Blog

Blog pages are different from blog posts. Pages will stay in the same place on your blog for as long as you
want them to appear. Posts appear chronologically and move down your homepage when you publish
new posts. Pages are great for posting materials that visitors will need to quickly find on a regular basis.
Blogger pages can be listed in the header or in the sidebar of your blog.

To create a page you can either go to Blogger.com and select “Pages” from the drop-down menu next to
the name of your blog or while in your blog’s dashboard select “Pages” from the left-hand menu.

|© siogger: Max Barks - The Musin... | + |
\4/ & https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogiD=86462048301246345 12#pages e (B-c Q EJ I,C__JJ | (3
V4 =) View blog nMaxsym. -
My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog * Pages Cloar changes &
=== G h h
# Ouniow (1 ke, —Gum—— Choose the type
o « e . ee| 0T PAQE that you want
o to add to your blog.
¢ o You can make a
8 o different selection for
} satem each page.
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Creating Pages on Your Blogger Blog

Blog pages are different from blog posts. Pages will stay in the same place on your blog for as long as you
want them to appear. Posts appear chronologically and move down your homepage when you publish
new posts. Pages are great for posting materials that visitors will need to quickly find on a regular basis.
Blogger pages can be listed in the header or in the sidebar of your blog.

Choose where you want links to your pages to appear on your blog’s homepage. “Top tabs” is the most
popular option because that is where the links are most likely to stand out from the rest of your blog.

® 00 Blogger: Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Pages w
[©) Blogger: Max Barks - The Musin.... Lt
I/C/ & https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=8646204830124634512#pages ¢ [ (B~ Google Q |£| |§] EI (B3~
Y 4 LE View blog —
My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Page h I k y
New page +~ g
# o to appear on your blog.
. pages Show pages as Don'tshow ~ — -
B Posts
) =%  Top tabs
Pages Home As styled by your current template

. Comments i Side |il’|k5

ﬁ Google+ Reposition to the side links gadget

c Stats Don't show

Manually link pages on your blog

"Y‘ Earnings

@ Layout

? Template

)’ Settings

Send feedback




Creating Pages on Your Blogger Blog

Blog pages are different from blog posts. Pages will stay in the same place on your blog for as long as you
want them to appear. Posts appear chronologically and move down your homepage when you publish
new posts. Pages are great for posting materials that visitors will need to quickly find on a regular basis.
Blogger pages can be listed in the header or in the sidebar of your blog.

Writing and adding content to a page is done the same way as writing and adding content to a post. The
only difference is that you cannot add labels to a page.

B Blogger: Max Barks - The Musin... “ -+ L
@l & https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogiD=86462048301246345 12#editor /target=page;pagelD=6464723913072445093 & | (B~ Google Q) (a] [ (@ (-]
View blog n Max Byrne ~
Max Barks - The M... - Page BlogRules Revert to draft Preview Close
Compose HTML 0 F v 1T v Normal v B I U s Av S~ Lnk o [ilif =1 =~ = 1= 6 L ¥
This is a classroom blog. Please observe a few ground rules. ~ Page settings
1. Don't write anything you wouldn't say in person. 4% Options

2. All school rules about language apply on this blog.
3. All comments are moderated by the teacher before they show up on the blog.

Writing a page is done the same
way as writing a post. Pages have
an option for page breaks. Pages
don't have a labels option
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Advanced Settings for Your Blogger Posts: Scheduling

Now that you have created your first couple of posts and a page or two, let’s take a look some helpful
advanced post settings.

The first advanced setting that we’ll use is the “scheduling” setting. Scheduling allows us to write posts
days or weeks in advance of when they will appear live on the blog. Let’s say that I am teaching a creative
writing course and I have two weeks worth of writing prompts planned-out. Rather than posting them all
at once, I'll schedule each writing prompt to appear on each day of the week.

View biog [ waxeyme -
Max Barks - The M... - Post Scheduling Posts Save Proview Close
Compose  HTML 1A FviTvNomal + B 7 U #€ A+ S~ Link s i =5 =~ =6k L ¥ - Post settings
@ Schedule
Open the "Schedule" menu S
under "Post settings" then select
the date and time that you want cwrwres
your post to be published. EERERE:

18 1900 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Timezone: Pacific Daylight Time

Done
G2 Permalink
9§ Location

4F Options Send feedback
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Advanced Settings for Your Blogger Posts: Permalinks

Now that you have created your first couple of posts and a page or two, let’s take a look some helpful
advanced post settings.

The second advanced setting that we’ll use is the “permalink” setting. Blogger automatically assigns a
permalink to each of your blog posts. If you would like to change the default permalink to something that
is easier for people to remember or write down, you can use the Permalink setting to change it.

View blog n Max Byrne +
Max Barks - The M... - Post Scheduling Posts & Changing Permalinks Save Preview Close
Compose  HTML g F ~ 1T + Normal v B I U # Av Sy Lk o jilif 5 E~viZ iz 66 L ¥ - Post settings
To schedule a post open the "schedule menu" under "Post settings." The select "set date and time." W Labels
To change a permalink open the "Permalink” menu under "Post settings." Then select "custom (© Schedule
permalink."

8/20/13 10:30 AM
Pacific Daylight Time

To change the permalink

http://maxbarks.blogspot.com/2013/08

/scheduling.html

for a post open the "permalink” menu e
under "post settings." Then specify the [ ="
structure for your post. -

%# Options
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Comments Settings for Your Blogger Blog: Step 1

Having students comment on your blog posts and or the blog posts of their classmates is a great way to
extend classroom conversations beyond the traditional confines of the school day. To prevent having
inappropriate comments appear on your blog, use comment moderation. To access the comment
moderation settings, select it from the drop-down menu next to your blog’s title while you're logged into
Blogger.com. Then under comment moderation select “always.” You can choose to have an email sent to
you each time a new comment is waiting for moderation, but bear in mind that your email inbox could

be flooded

if you have a lot of students posting comments.

New Blog

Your blogs (1)

- Blogger

n Max Byrne's blogs

Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog i» .  Viewblog
27 i 6 posts, last published on Aug 20, 2013 )
pageviews posts, last published on Aug Overview

Deleted blogs

Rea

Add

All blogs

Blogger Buzz

Select "Settings" from the poss
drop-down menu next to
the name of your blog.
———— T DORS O TOTOW Ty DU eSO TS Stats

The latest from Blogger Buzz Template

Expanding your audience with Google+: Kelly Saks' story Settings

2 weeks ago by Blogger

From time to time, we like to highlight bloggers who successfully use Blogger and other Google products. Today we're
featuring how Kelly Saks from Kelly's Kloset reached a wider audience with Blogger and Google+.

n Max Byrne ~

English (United States) ~ *
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Comments Settings for Your Blogger Blog: Step 2

Having students comment on your blog posts and or the blog posts of their classmates is a great way to
extend classroom conversations beyond the traditional confines of the school day. To prevent having
inappropriate comments appear on your blog, use comment moderation. To access the comment
moderation settings, select it from the drop-down menu next to your blog’s title while you’re logged into
Blogger.com. Then under comment moderation select “always.” You can choose to have an email sent to
you each time a new comment is waiting for moderation, but bear in mind that your email inbox could be

flooded if you have a lot of students posting comments.

/ ta View blog n Max Byrne «
My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Settings » Posts and comments )
" : ]|
posts Under "settings" select
# O - omemanmee | POStS @and comments.”
B Posts .
D s e Specify who can comment
W Comments Showcase images with Lightbox —
?
5 caogr and the level of comment
@ stats .
P oo Comments moderation you want on
@ Layout Comment Location ? yo u r b I Og -
? Template —
) Who can comment? (_) Anyone - includes Anonymous Users
 Settings (U Registered User - includes Open/D/
Basic (®) User with Google Accounts
(_) Only members of this blog
Posts and comments
Mobile and email Comment Moderation ? (®) Always
(_) Sometimes
Langua_ge and ) Never
formatting -
Search preferences Email moderation requests to
Other
Show word verification  ? T o
Send feedback




Comments Settings for Your Blogger Blog: Step 3
Having students comment on your blog posts and or the blog posts of their classmates is a great way to
extend classroom conversations beyond the traditional confines of the school day. To prevent having
inappropriate comments appear on your blog, use comment moderation.

The “comment form message” can be used to post a reminder note to your students about appropriate
commenting behavior.

, |;E View blog n Max Byrne +
My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Settings » Posts and comments T
@ Stats

Comments
? Earnings
[ﬂ Layout Comment Location ? e
? Template nen i
¢ ot o an comment? Use the "comment form

®u " :
olmessage" to post a reminder

Comment Moderation ? ®Al

Basic
Posts and comments

Mobile and email

Language and
formatting

Search preferences

Other

Show word verification ?

Show Backlinks ?

Comment Form Message Please remember the class rules about comments. Don't write anything you
wouldn't say in-person to a classmate.

Remove
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Adding Authors to Your Blogger Blog: Step 1

As was mentioned in the section on managing blogs, it is far easier to manage one blog and have all of
your students contribute to it than it is to try to keep track of all of your students’ individual blogs.
Blogger allows you to add up to 100 authors to a blog. Authors can create new blog post and edit their
own blog posts. Authors cannot edit the posts of other authors nor can they moderate comments.
Authors cannot change any settings to the blog.

To add authors to your blog select “Settings” from the drop-down menu next to the name of your blog
while you’re logged into Blogger.com

- Blogger

n Max Byrne's blogs

New Blog Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog iy View blog
27 pageviews - 6 posts, last published on Aug 20, 2013 Overvi
Your blogs (1) erview
llS tt n f th Posts
e O€1ECT "Settings” from the P
ages
drop-down menu next to
Reaq
the name of your blog.
A e TG BTOES (O TOTIOW T YO U RETATE TIST stats
You are not currently following any blogs. Use the "Add" button to enter blo u'd like to follo Eamings g List. Learn
All blogs more
Blogger Buzz Layout
The latest from Blogger Buzz Template
Settings

Expanding your audience with Google+: Kelly Saks' story
2 weeks ago by Blogger

From time to time, we like to highlight bloggers who successfully use Blogger and other Google products. Today we're
featuring how Kelly Saks from Kelly's Kloset reached a wider audience with Blogger and Google+.

n Max Byrne ~

English (United States) ~ *
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Adding Authors to Your Blogger Blog: Step 2

To add authors to your blog select “Settings” from the drop-down menu next to the name of your blog
while you're logged into Blogger.com. Under “authors” enter the email addresses of the people that you
want to add to your blog as authors. You can revoke author status at any time by opening the settings
and deleting email addresses.

/ LE View blog n Max Byrne ~

My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Settings » Basic *

.. |10 add authors select "Basics"
o= . = lunder the "Settings" menu.

B Posts

:.“ rubiishgd] UNder "Permissions"” click
. B "add authors" and enter the

?/ email addresses for authors.
/' Settings Permissions

Blog Authors
Posts and comments 9 4 MaxByme max@freetechdteachers.com Admin

Mobile and email
+ Add authors

Language and

"Morrison Byrne" <morrison@freetechdteachers.com>, "Press Inquiry"
formatting 4 @ Rt

<press@freetechdteachers.com>, |
Search preferences

Other

Choose from Contacts Cancel

Blog Readers Anybody Edit
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Adding Readers to Your Blogger Blog

You can restrict access to your blog so that only people you invite via email can read your blog. Blogger
allows you to specify up to 100 readers per blog. To use this setting choose “basic” under the “settings”
menu then add readers.

| / ta View blog n Max Byrne

My blogs vax{ Select "basic" under "settings" then #

— "Blog Readers."
- add readers under "Blog Readers.
—

/ Settings P
' ¢ Permissions

Basic

Blog Authors
Posts and comments 9 4 MaxByme max@freetechdteachers.com Admin
Mobile and email L
+ Add authors » 2 open invitations.

Language and

formatting Blog Readers () Anybody

Search preferences Your blog is open to all readers by default.

() Only blog authors

Your blog is restricted so that only blog authors can read it.
Other visitors to this blog will not be able to read any posts; instead they will get a
message stating that this is a private blog.
(®) Only these readers
You can restrict your blog to only readers you choose. However, these readers will

need to log in before reading your blog, adding an extra step.
We'll save your readers list for you, so you can switch back at any time.

Other

No readers

+ Add readers

"Morrison Byrne" <morrison@freetechdteachers.com>,

| Choose from Contacts Cancel
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Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Templates
Blogger provides a lot of options for customizing the look and layout of your blog. The easiest way to
quickly change the look of your blog is to change the template. To change the template select “template”
from the drop-down menu next to your blog’s name while you're signed into Blogger.com.

i Blogger n Max Byrne «
n Max Byrne's blogs English (United States) ~ 3
New Blog Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog i . Viewblog
21 pageviews - 2 posts, last published on Mar 24, 2013 ges

Comments

To choose a different template %
for your blog select "template"

from the menu in your Blogger [\‘

dashboard.

Celebrating 10 years of shared success

Template

o Settings

3 weeks ago by A Googler

Ten years ago we launched AdSense to help publishers earn money by placing relevant ads on their websites. | can still
remember the excitement and anticipation as AdSense went live that first dav.

Our small team huddled together in a cramped conference room, and right away we saw that publishers were as excited
about AdSense as we were.

Fast-forward 10 years, and AdSense has become a core part of Google's advertising business. The AdSense community
has grown to include more than 2 million publishers, and last year alone, publishers earned more than $7 billion from
AdSense. AdSense is a community that thrives because of all the content creators we are so fortunate to partner with. Their
stories inspire us to do our part to make AdSense great.

On this occasion, it's especially inspiring to hear the stories of partners who have been with us since the very
L H H w/ eH H Al o J (] o b Ll b Lo o £ ‘h L & L o 'y L




Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Templates

Blogger provides a lot of options for customizing the look and layout of your blog. The easiest way to
quickly change the look of your blog is to change the template.

After opening the template menu you can can select and customize any template in the Blogger gallery

of templates.
8 2 =] e n Max Byme -~
My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Template Baciup / Restore g
# Oveniw e °”f_*l°g o Mobie You can now choose
B Pose oS- The Mo o The Masings :
D) g . e s an entirely new template
oo ———— | OF customize the one you're
© oae lﬁ currently using.

Simple Bog

P»:hl
woed o
? Earnings
Edit HTML
@ Layout R
T Template
# Settings Simple

Send feedback

62



63

Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Templates

Blogger provides a lot of options for customizing the look and layout of your blog. The easiest way to
quickly change the look of your blog is to change the template.

After opening the template menu you can can select and customize any template in the Blogger gallery
of templates.

Blogger Template Designer «Back to Blogger View Blog Help

Templates

Background

Adjust widths m

Layout Live on Blog Dynamic Views Picture Window Awesome Inc.

Advanced Based on Simple

Picture W

preview it before applying it to
Max Barks - The Musings (WislSide]lels}

SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2013 BLOG ARCHIVE
] o ] ¥ 2013 (2)

A Demonstration of Inserting Links and Videos ¥ March (2)

A Di trati f Inserting Links
To insert a link into a blog post highlight any word or words in your post then click "link" a:??l?:er:s i e
in the editing options menu. Then put the URL of page you wish to link to in the pop-up
window. For example, if | wanted to link to Free Technology for Teachers in a post |
would highlight my mention of it then click the link option to create the hyperlink.

Welcome to My Blog - My First Post

To insert a video into your blog post, first locate the embed for a video on YouTube, ABOUT ME
Vimeo, or any other video sharing site. Then copy that code and paste it into your blog ) max Byrne
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Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Templates

Blogger provides a lot of options for customizing the look and layout of your blog. The easiest way to
quickly change the look of your blog is to change the template.

After opening the template menu you can can select and customize any template in the Blogger gallery
of templates. Advanced options allow you to change colors, add backgrounds, adjust widths of the layout,
and re-arrange the layout of elements on your blog.

Blogger Template Designer «Back to Blogger View Blog Help

Background image Main color theme

Templates

s . e Use advanced options to

skl o C|USt specific attributes
of your blog's template.

Advanced | | |

| [ |
Use default background and colors

Q*Share | 0 = More~ NextBlog» —f

Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog

SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2013 BLOG ARCHIVE

Y 2013 (2)
A Demonstration of Inserting Links and Videos ¥ March (2)
To insert a link into a blog post highlight any word or words in your post then click "link" 5 l:m::’s:-::on of Inace0
in the editing options menu. Then put the URL of page you wish to link to in the pop-up
window. For example, if | wanted to link to Free Technology for Teachers in a post |
would highlight my mention of it then click the link option to create the hyperlink.

Welcome to My Blog - My First Post

To insert a video into your blog post, first locate the embed for a video on YouTube,
Vimeo, or any other video sharing site. Then copy that code and paste it into your blog




Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Templates

Blogger provides a lot of ¢ options for customizing the look and layout of your blog. The easiest way to
quickly change the look of your blog is to change the template.

After opening the template menu you can can select and customize any template in the Blogger gallery
of templates. Select “Advanced” to change background colors, font colors, font sizes, and font styles.

Blogger Template Designer « Back to Blogger View Blog Help |0\ 0 1A 0h L

Page Text Font Text Color

Backgrounds Arial

Links C i
ourier Colors from this template

Adjust widths Blog Title Georgia EEEEEEEN
Layout Tabs Text Impact

Advanced Tabs Background Times New Roman Suggested colors

Post Title B|I

"ate Header

Templates

Background

Clear advanced | )anges to page text
Post

Use the advanced menu

to change font sizes, styles,
and colors.

Max Bark

SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2013 BLOG ARCHIVE

¥ 2013 (2)
A Demonstration of Inserting Links and Videos ¥ March (2)

To insert a link into a blog post highlight any word or words in your post then click "link" % Zmr:’s::: g of e
in the editing options menu. Then put the URL of page you wish to link to in the pop-up
window. For example, if | wanted to link to Free Technology for Teachers in a post |
would highlight my mention of it then click the link option to create the hyperlink.

Welcome to My Blog - My First Post

To insert a video into your blog post, first locate the embed for a video on YouTube,

Vimeo, or any other video sharing site. Then copy that code and paste it into your blog
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Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Gadgets

After opening the template menu you can can select and customize any template in the Blogger gallery
of templates. Select “Layout” to change where “gadgets” appear on your blog. “Gadgets” are elements on
your blog that are not related to the content of your posts or pages. For example, a calendar is a gadget
that you can add to your blog.

Blogger Template Designer «Back to Blogger View Blog Help

Templates Body layout Footer layout

Adjust widths

Layout
Advanced

. ~arrange your gadgets by dragging them to dotted sections .. the preview below.
Go «. Nesign > Page Elements in Blogger to add, remove, or e. * gadgets.

You can change the layout of
elements on your blog.




Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Gadgets

In the “layout” menu you can add new gadgets to your template. “Gadgets” are elements on your blog
that are not related to the content of your posts or pages. For example, a calendar is a gadget that you
can add to your blog. To add a gadget click “add a gadget” anywhere the option appears in your layout.

/ LE View blog n Max Byrne «

My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Layout Proview Clear  %#

Add, remove, edit gadgets on your blog. Click and drag to rearrange gadgets. To change columns and widths, use the Template Designer.

# Overview e Favicon » Navbar -
B Posts
LD Pages Max Barks - The Musings of ... Eait
W Comments
5§ Googler ’Add a Gadget
@ stats
@ Eamings To add new g ad g etsS {0 |=—— ici
- e |your blog select Sogae
o/~ Settings ”Add a G adg et" in any ) id 2 Gadget Add a Gadget
of the gadget fields.
Add a Gadget
Add a Gadget Add a Gadget

Aftribytion Send feedback




Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Gadgets

In the “layout” menu after clicking “add a gadget” the menu pictured below will pop-up in a new window.
Click the “+” icon to add any of the gadgets offered by Blogger.

.-/ Blogger

adacaagee | 10 @dd @ gadget click the
"+" icon that appears next to its title.

1-250f27 next »
IMore Gadgets \
- +1 Button
yourown @ Let visitors quickly recommend your brand and your content.
‘ By Blogger
< Google+ Followers New!
?ﬁ Highlight your total Google+ audience (both its size and some friendly faces), and offer visitors the chance to fo ou on Google+.
o

By Blogger

th

Google+ Badge
‘ Tell your visitors that you're on Google+ and let them follow you with a single click.
h By Blogger
Translate
Let visitors translate your blog into different languages.
?g By Blogger

Follow by Email
Make it easy for visitors to subscribe to email delivery when you publish a post.
By Blogger

—1 Popular Posts
Display a list of the most popular posts from your blog.
= By Blogger




Changing the look of your Blogger blog: Gadgets

After adding a gadget you can place it anywhere in your layout by dragging and dropping it into place.

My blogs

# overview
B Posts

|_D Pages
W Comments
ﬁ Google+
@ stats

Y Earnings
[®@] Layout
? Template
/‘ Settings

Y 4 B View blog

Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Layout

Add, remove, edit gadgets on your blog. Click and drag to rearrange gadgets. To change columns and widths, use the Template Designer.

Favicon Navbar
B Edit Edit

Max Barks - The Musings of ...

To re-arrange elements
on your blog just drag and \
drop them into place. ket ttmarisbos?

Preview Clear #

Send feedback
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Creating an offline copy of your blog
It is a good idea to create an offline back-up copy of your blog from time to time. The offline copy will
contain all of the text and HTML of your blog posts. You can use the offline copy in third party services
like Blog Booker (http://blogbooker.com) to create a book out of your blog posts. This is a good way for
students to see how much they have written in the course of a school year.

V4 I;E View blog n Max Byrne ~

My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Settings » Other *
‘ Blog tools
# overview Blog Tools Import blog - Export blog - Delete blog
E Posts
D) Pages Site feed
- Comments Allow Blog Feed 7 T 't ffl I f
5§ s - o create an offline copy of your
@ stats Post Feed Redirect URL 2 Add blog SeleCt llexport blogll under
Y Eamings Post Feed Footer ? Add n n I . n
& Lovou other" in your "settings" menu.
? Template —
/’ Settings

Basic Open| D

Posts and comments

. . Your OpenID URL 2 http://maxbarks.blogspot.com/

Mobile and email Sites that can always see your URL

Language and No trusted sites yet

formatting

Search prefe

oer Adult Content

Adult Content? 2 No ~ Send foadback



http://blogbooker.com
http://blogbooker.com

Creating an offline copy of your blog

It is a good idea to create an offline back-up copy of your blog from time to time. The offline copy will
contain all of the text and HTML of your blog posts. You can use the offline copy in third party services
like Blog Booker (http://blogbooker.com) to create a book out of your blog posts. This is a good way for
students to see how much they have written in the course of a school year.

Other » Export blog

Learn more

Close

Download blog.

Send feedback
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How to create a Google Account: Step 1

Follow the directions in the images below to create a Google Account that you can then use to create a
Blogger blog.

Important tip for classroom use:

If you are planning to have students create individual Google Accounts, they may have to enter cell
phone numbers to confirm account creation. This will happen if all of your students try to create
accounts from the same location at the same time. To avoid the cell phone number requirement, have
students create their accounts at home or over the course of a few days in your classroom.

If your school uses Google Apps for Education, this doesn’t apply to you because your domain
administrator has already created accounts for your students.

+You Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Documents Calendar More -

Sign in

Google

Select "Sign In" to start
creating your personal
Google account.

Google Search I'm Feell§

iGoogle Advertising Programs  Business Solutions  Privacy & Terms  +Google  About Google
Sign in to see your background image




How to create a Google Account: Step 2

Follow the directions in the images below to create a Google Account that you can then use to create a

Blogger blog.

Google

M

2
(-
-

Accounts

oo F€QIStEr fOr your new

Sign in on the right or ¢

e  Terms of Service  Privacy Policy  Help

b/’W
Select "Sign Up" to

Email

“|personal Google account

Chat with friends and never miss an important email. Password

Search, plus Your World
Search the web plus your photos, posts, and stuff friends have shared with you. ) )

Sign in Stay signed in
Like Google?

Can't access your account?
Make Google your homepage.

See more benefits of a Google Account.

| English
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How to create a Google Account: Step 3

Follow the directions in the images below to create a Google Account that you can then use to create a
Blogger blog.

Create a new Google Account
@ : ;

o r Your Google Account is
V| mare.thaniust. Search Name

Complete all required fields.
You will need to enter either a
mobile phone number or an
alternate email address. Costis o pecmed

5 - ake 1t all' with you. Birthd
- o i ay

Month

Choose your username

Create a password

L1

Gender

4

lam...

Mobile phone

S .

el N Share g little_ Qr share 3 lat
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How to create a Google Account: Step 4

Follow the directions in the images below to create a Google Account that you can then use to create a

Blogger blog.

my heart is here |
. benvolio
cousin Romeo!
mercutio
He is wise

Google Wallet

Share a little. Or share a lot.

Share selectively with friends, family
(maybe even your boss) on Google+. Start
a video Hangout with friends, text a group
all at once, or just follow posts from people
who fascinate you. Your ca

Work in the future.

Get a jump on the next era of doing, well,
everything. Watch as colleagues or partners
drop in a photo, update a spreadsheet, or
improve a paragraph, in real-time, from
1,000 miles away. Google Docs is free with
a Google Account

Mobile phone

=R

Other email address

Prove you're not a robot
Lpipit

Type the two pieces of text:

latter

cv H

Location

United States

4

| agree to the Google Terms of Service and
Privacy Policy

¥ Google may use my account information to

personalize +1s on content and ads on
non-Google websites. About personalization.
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How to create a Google Account: Step 5

Follow the directions in the images below to create a Google Account that you can then use to create a
Blogger blog.

GO‘\ lgle
Create your profile
1 o 3
Your profile
You can personalize

your Google profile nOW | Richard Byrne
or come back and change "

it I te r Your public profile will help your friends recognize you.
a . ADD PROFILE PHOTO m
with the right people. About Google+.
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How to create a Google Account: Step 6

Follow the directions in the images below to create a Google Account that you can then use to create a
Blogger blog.

+Richard Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail More ~ Richard Byme ' ' 3 [] #

You can find these controls up here in

GO\JSIQ Yay| My new accou nt Frrrogeirer

IS ready You're all set
1 2 o

Welcome Richard!
Now you're ready to search, create, and share across lots of Google

email to show you how to get even more out of Google
Your new email address is - gmail.com
unt. Have fun!

hanks for creating an accoun




Mobile Blogging Options

You and your students have three options for blogging from mobile devices. You can send posts to
Blogger via email, use the iOS app, or use the Android app.

, LE View blog n Max Byrne «
My blogs Max Barks - The Musings of a Dog - Settings » Mobile and email . %
Mobile .
To enable posting
ﬁ Overview Posting using SMS/MMS Add mobile device - Learn more abou
B Pose via email create a
D) Pages Email .
" 1]
® Conmrs o secret" email address.
Posting using email ? max3394. secretWords @blogger.com
E Google+ A - A
_)Publish email immediately
c Stats (*) Save emails as draft post
Y Earnings ) Disabled
[®] Layout Comment Notification Email 2 max@freetechdteachers.com
? Template

/ﬁ/ Settings
Basic
Posts and comments
Mobile and email

Language and
formatting

Search preferences

Other

Email poststo 2

Choose from contacts - Remove

Add

Send feedback




Mobile Blogging Options

You and your students have three options for blogging from mobile devices. You can send posts to
Blogger via email, use the iOS app, or use the Android app.

iPhone iTunes Support

iTU nes PI’eVieW What's New What is iTunes iTunes Charts

Blogger View More By This Developer
By Google, Inc.

Open iTunes to buy and download apps.

Description

Download the latest release of the official Blogger app, and start blogging on the go. With Blogger for iOS you can:

* Compose a post that you can save to draft or immediately publish

Google, Inc. Web Site » Blogger Support» Application License Agreement» ...More

What's New in Version 2.1.7.2

Minor bug fixes.

This app is designed for
both iPhone and iPad

iPhone | iPad
Free Screenshots | i
Category: Social Networking

Updated: Jun 01, 2013 © Blogger A = i Family Trips
Version: 2.1.7.2

Size: 3.1 MB Family Trips (@ || Great coastal walk Coast:
Languages: English, Afrikaans, 1/11/12 @ Beact alking

Ambharic, Arabic, Basque, “

A A
Bengali, Bokmal, Norwegian, Whale v.aichmq day, a
) Sea,Da

Bulgarian, Catalan, Chinese, e Pays Ul hais:: L beach

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/blogger/id4594072887mt=8



https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/blogger/id459407288?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/blogger/id459407288?mt=8

Mobile Blogging Options

You and your students have three options for blogging from mobile devices. You can send posts to
Blogger via email, use the iOS app, or use the Android app.

+You Search Images Mail Drive Calendar Sites Groups Contacts More -
» .
e ( .Ut\“ﬂ\‘ play  Search “ max@freetech4teachers.com ~

Blogger
My apps Google Inc.
Socia
Shop
[*] Add to Wishlist
Games A\ You don't have any devices
< Editors' Choice o o

<

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details ?id=com.google.android.apps.blogger&hl=en


https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.blogger&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.blogger&hl=en

Blogging Through iPads

Once you have created your Blogger blog online you will be able to post to it through the free Blogger
iPad app. Anyone that you have made an author on your blog will also be able to use the free Blogger
iPad app to post to your blog. The free Blogger iPad can be used for creating and editing posts. You
cannot use it for things like creating pages or adjusting settings.

Pad = 12:47 PM

O Max Barks -...  Edit View Blog

o eenenrd A liSt Of your posts
Scheduling Posts & Chang appears On the |eft-

Posting a video found on Yo..

Sign in to your Blogger
account. i i oy

L

Inserting Links Into Posts

Posting a video on Blogger
A Demonstration of Insertin...
A J

Welcome to My Blog - My Fi...
*




Blogging

ing Through iPads

Once you have created your Blogger blog online you will be able to post to it through the free Blogger
iPad app. Anyone that you have made an author on your blog will also be able to use the free Blogger
iPad app to post to your blog. The free Blogger iPad can be used for creating and editing posts. You
cannot use it for things like creating pages or adjusting settings.

Image resolution
Posts order
About

, Send feedback
Privacy policy
Terms of service

Open source licenses

If you have

multiple blogs

|you can switch
blogs by opening

the "settings”
menu and tapping

"switch blog.

Inserting Links Into Posts
8/20/13

Inserting Images Into a Post
8/20/13

Scheduling Posts & Changin

—meeeecid JAP the gray area
memn|to create a new post.

3/24/13 % How-to,Video

Welcome to My Blog - My Fi...
3/24/13 ® Mormison,Home life,Fe

Tap here to compose new Post




Blogging Through iPads

Once you have created your Blogger blog online you will be able to post to it through the free Blogger
iPad app. Anyone that you have made an author on your blog will also be able to use the free Blogger
iPad app to post to your blog. The free Blogger iPad can be used for creating and editing posts. You
cannot use it for things like creating pages or adjusting settings.

This is an example of posting from the Blogger iPad app. This is an example of posting from the Blogger iPad app.]

Use photo library

Type your post. Note that
the font styling options are
limited in the app.

Tap the camera icon
to insert a picture from
your camera roll or

to take a new picture.




Blogging Through iPads

Once you have created your Blogger blog online you will be able to post to it through the free Blogger
iPad app. Anyone that you have made an author on your blog will also be able to use the free Blogger
iPad app to post to your blog. The free Blogger iPad can be used for creating and editing posts. You
cannot use it for things like creating pages or adjusting settings.

Mobile blogging from iPad

This is an example of posting from the Blogger iPad app. This is Morrj:




Blogging Through iPads

Once you have created your Blogger blog online you will be able to post to it through the free Blogger
iPad app. Anyone that you have made an author on your blog will also be able to use the free Blogger
iPad app to post to your blog. The free Blogger iPad can be used for creating and editing posts. You

cannot use it for things like creating pages or adjusting settings.

Confirm that you want
to publish the post.

”

0 you want to publish this post?

Publish

Mobile blogging from iPad

Inserting Links Into Posts

Inserting Images Into a Post

Scheduling Posts & Changin...

Posting a video found on Yo...

® Visi

Posting a video on your blog
8/20/13 % youtube video

Posting a video on Blogger

A Demonstration of Insertin...

24/13 ® How-to,Video

Welcome to My Blog - My Fi...
24/13 & Morrison,Home life,Fe

*

Share and or
view your post.

Share




Licensing and use of this document.

For more resources like this, please visit

FreeTech4Teachers.com

Subscribe to Free Technology for Teachers at:
http: / /bitly.com/ ft4tsubscribe

Contact Richard Byrne at

richardbyrne@freetech4teachers.com

Licensing, Re-use, and Distribution

You may use this document for personal, non-commercial use. It is not to be distributed in workshops or other
professional development activities not taught by Richard Byrne. This guide is not to be uploaded to document sharing
services. Contact Richard Byrne if you want to use this guide as part of a workshop or if you want to re-distribute it in
your school.
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