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The Great Commandment is the all-important _____________ ___________________.
But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.  And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”






     -Matthew 22:34-40
TRANSLATING THE LAW OF LOVE INTO EVERYDAY LIVING (Romans 15:1-7)
Division and disunity are common because they come _____________________.  (v. 1)
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful.  “All things are lawful,” but not all things build up.  Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.
         -1 Corinthians 10:23-24
Jesus is our example and standard for _____________________ love.  (vv. 2-3)

Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproach you fell on me.”…whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.



          -Mark 10:43-45

We require ______________________________ in order to love like Jesus.  (vv. 4-5)

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus…

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.








  -2 Peter 1:3-4
_________________ is our goal and how we glorify God.  ( v. 6)
…that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.  Never be wise in your own sight.







           -Romans 12:16
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.  So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.




      -Romans 14:17-19
Christ-like _______________________ is the means to our goal.  







   (v. 7)
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
Welcome means…

· Receive into _____________________________.

· Accept __________________________________.

· Make their needs a ________________________.

· Bear with their ____________________________.

· ____________________ become what God desires.

Acceptance is __________________ and ___________________.
CONCLUSION

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will scarcely die for a righteous person – though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die – but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.





-Romans 5:6-8
NEXT WEEK – TRUE GREATNESS…the Great Commission
Legend:
The Great Commandment is the all-important Law of Love.
Division and disunity are common because they come naturally.

Jesus is our example and standard for self-sacrificing love.

We each require outside strength in order to love like Jesus.

Unity is our goal and how we glorify God.

Christ-like acceptance is the means to our goal.

Receive into our hearts.

Accept continually.

Make their needs a first priority.

Bear with their failings.

Help them become what God desires.

Acceptance is powerful and life-giving.
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