ACTS:  Beyond These Walls
A Model Church
Acts 11:19-30; 13:1-3
Sunday, September 6, 2015
Dr. Paul White, Senior Pastor
What kind of church do we want to be?

Regular people on an __________________________________.

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus.  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.  (vv. 19-21)
· We __________________________ receive God’s call to minister in His name.

· We reject the idea of Christian _____________________ and celebrate _______________________.

· We receive _______________________ as part of God’s plan for our ministry.

Regular people who excel at ____________________________.

The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.  When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.  And a great many were added to the Lord.








      (vv. 22-24)

· Encouragement celebrates the spread of _____________ _______________.

· Encouragement exhorts people to be ________________ ________________________.

· Encouragement flows from a ______________________.

Regular people who are ________________________________.

So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.  For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people.  And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.  (vv. 25-26)

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.




 -1 Corinthians 12:4-7

· We are always ____________________________.

· We don’t allow pride to keep us from __________________________.

· We actively seek opportunities to use our gifts to ____________________________.
Regular people who readily ___________________________ to  the Lord’s leadership.

Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius).  So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea.  And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.  (vv. 27-30)

Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good.  Abstain from every form of evil.




       -1 Thessalonians 5:19-22

· We recognize that my will is not necessarily __________ ____________.

· We are asking God to ____________________________.

· When we know God’s will, we are __________________.

Regular people who ask God to __________________________.

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.



   -Acts 13:1-3
While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting…  








   (v. 2 NASB)

· We are strengthened by our ______________________.

· We connect with God in _____________________.

· We ask God to use us to take the gospel _____________ __________________________.
NEXT WEEK in ACTS: Beyond These Walls –

When Following Jesus Isn’t Safe (Acts 12:1-19)
Legend:

Regular people on extraordinary mission.

We thankfully receive God’s call to minister in His name.

We reject the idea of Christian superstars and celebrate faithfulness.

We receive hard times as part of God’s plan for our ministry.

Regular people who excel at encouragement.

Encouragement celebrates the spread of God’s grace.

Encouragement exhorts people to be faithful to Jesus.

Encouragement flows from a living faith.

Regular people who are eager to cooperate.

We are always better together.

We don’t allow pride to keep us from collaborating.

We actively seek opportunities to use our gifts to build the church.

Regular people who readily receive and respond to the Lord’s leadership.

We recognize that my will is not necessarily God’s will.

We are asking God to speak to us.

When we know God’s will, we are all in.

Regular people who ask God to use them greatly.

We are strengthened by our diversity.

We connect with God in worship.

We ask God to use us to take the gospel across the world.
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