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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
· In the scripture, “Zion” describes:

· The political capital of ______________ named Jerusalem.

· The ____________________ community. (Psalm 97:8)

· The city of God in the __________________.

· In the scripture, Zion represents:

· The place where God ___________. (Isaiah 8:18)

· The place where God initiates his work of ___________________ and here he begins his ___________________ against sin. (Isaiah 1:27; Amos 1:2)

· The _______________________ for Israel and the entire world. (Isaiah 2:3; Ezra 8:12; Micah 4:2)

· Zion is populated by the people of God living in fellowship with and under the authority of God himself.

· __________________ was the ________________ with David as King. (2 Samuel 5:6-10)

· The _____________ is __________________ with Jesus as King. (Matthew 21:1-5; Galatians 4:21-26; Hebrews 12:22-24)

· ______________________ is _________________ with God as King. (Revelation 21-22)

WHAT ZION TEACHES ABOUT THE CHURCH:

The church is ________________________ by the Lord.

He has founded his city on the holy mountain. (v. 1)

The church is _______________ by the Lord.

The LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the other dwellings of Jacob. (v. 2)

The church is ______________________ by the wise.
Glorious things are said of you, city of God. (v. 3)

The church provides people with a new __________________.

I will record Rahab and Babylon among those who acknowledge me Philistia, too, and Tyre, along with Cush and will say, “This one was born of Zion.” (v. 4)

The church is a place __________________.

Indeed, of Zion it will be said, “This one and that one were born in her, and the Most High himself will establish her.” (v. 5)

The church is comprised of people who __________________.

The LORD will write in the register of the peoples:  “This one was born in Zion.” (v. 6)

The church offers _________________ for those who aren’t really living.

As they make music they will sing, “All my fountains are in you.” (v. 7)

WHAT “ZION AS THE CHURCH” MEANS FAITHBRIDGE…

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.  You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.  You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

     -Hebrews 12:22-24 

Legend:

The political capital of Judah named Jerusalem.
The covenant community.

The city of God in the new age.

The place where God dwells.

The place where God initiates His work of salvation and here He begins His judgment against sin.

The religious center for Israel and the entire world.

Jerusalem was the prototype with David as King.

The Church is present-day with Jesus as King.

New Jerusalem was prophesied with God as King.

The church is established by the Lord.

The church is loved by the Lord.

The church is esteemed by the wise.

The church provides people with a new identity.

The church is a place to belong.

The church is comprised of people who know God.

The church offers new life for those who aren’t really living.
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