GROWING IN WISDOM:
Wisdom for Wisdom’s Sake
Proverbs 3:13-18
Sunday, February 14, 2016
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UNDERSTANDING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIVES
Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding… (v. 13)
God wants us to ______________________.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. (Proverbs 9:10)
Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth.  For in these things I delight,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 9:23-24)
God wants us to know __________________ and walk in them.

Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered. (Proverbs 28:26)
Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. (Jesus in Matthew 7:21)

God’s blessings are _____________________ to the ones we take for ourselves.

The blessing of the Lord makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it. (Proverbs 10:22)
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. (Jesus in John 10:10)

Being blessed requires we seek the ________________ and not the _________________.
My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you, making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:1-5)

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (Matthew 6:33)

5 BLESSINGS FROM LIVING ACCORDING TO

GOD’S WISDOM

Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding… (v. 13)

#1 _____________ that is better than anything gained through business.

…for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. (v. 14)

#2 ________________ treasure that is superior to any possession.

She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. (v. 15)

#3 _________________ a deeply satisfying quality of life.

Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. (v. 16)

#4 ___________ is peaceful and pleasant.

Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. (v. 17)

#5 _______________ those who persevere – in this life and the life to come.

She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called blessing. (v. 18)

GROWING IN WISDOM REQUIRES WE…

· Acknowledge our need for God and _________________ to his will for our life.

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:6-7)

· Believe in the ______________________ as the only means to knowing God and walking in wisdom.

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.  For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. (1 Corinthians 1:21-24)

· Seek God and His will as a ______________ and __________________________.

…if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:4-5)
GROWING STRONG CHALLENGE:

I commit myself to pursue God’s wisdom during the next 30 days by reading the chapter of Proverbs that corresponds to the day of the month then writing down what God is showing me.

___________________________________
        ___________




Name



    Date

NEXT WEEK:  GROWING STRONG: Wisdom for Work – A Reason to Get Out of Bed (Proverbs 13:4)
WEEKLY READING PLAN:  Book of Matthew

Sunday – Matthew 12:15-21
Monday – Matthew 12:22-24
Tuesday – Matthew 12:25-28
Wednesday – Matthew 12:29-32
Thursday – Matthew 12:33-37
Friday – Matthew 12:38-42
Saturday – Matthew 12:43-45
Legend:

God wants us to know Him.

God wants us to know His ways and walk in them.

God’s blessings are far superior to the ones we take for ourselves.

Being blessed requires we seek the Bless-or and not the blessings.

#1 Profit that is better than anything gained through business.

#2 Precious treasure that is superior to any possession.

#3 Produces a deeply satisfying quality of life.

#4 Path is peaceful and pleasant.

#5 Prospers those who persevere – in this life and the life to come.

Acknowledge our need for God and surrender to His will for our life.

Believe in the crucified Christ as the only means to knowing God and walking in wisdom.

Seek God and His wisdom as a first and life-long priority.
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