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________________________ HAS TO BEGIN SOMEWHERE.
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples.  He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  (vv. 1-2)

As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.  (vv. 3-5)

· It is a ______________________ faith.

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”   -Matthew 16:16-17

· It is a ______________________ faith.

For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.



          -Romans 10:2-4

· It is faith in ________________________.

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved – and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming age he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.






         -Ephesians 2:4-7

COURAGEOUS FAITH IN ACTION

· It requires ____________ and _____________________.

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias.  The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered.  The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”  (vv. 10-12)

· It calls us to ________________________________.

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem.  And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”





      
      (vv. 13-14)

· It recognizes that __________________________ greater than our own.

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go!  This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.  I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”  (vv. 15-16)

· It leads us to ____________ our enemies.

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.  Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord – Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here – has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  (vv. 1718)

GROWING A COURAGEOUS FAITH
· Means growing in our _____________________ and ______________________ to Christ.
· Means guarding the condition of our ____________________________.

· Means participating in the transformation of our ________________________.
NEXT WEEK in ACTS: Beyond These Walls –

The Power of Encouragement (Acts 9:19-31)
Legend:

Courageous Faith
It is a received faith.

It is a righteous faith.

It is faith in Jesus.

It requires faith and obedience.

It calls us to face our fears.

It recognizes that God has a plan greater than our own.

It leads us to bless our enemies.

Means growing in our trust of and obedience to Christ.

Means guarding the condition of our own heart.

Means participating in the transformation of our relationships.
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