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Verses 1-7
Verses 8-18
Verses 19-28
YOU CAN DO IT!

…they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.  (vv. 21-22)

…and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  (Romans 8:17 ) (see also 2 Thessalonians 1:4; 2 Timothy 2:12)

why hard times are part of following Christ

1.  The message about Jesus’ crucifixion is _________________.

For Jews demand signs and Greeks wise wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles…         (1 Corinthians 1:22-23)
Remember the word that I said to you:  “A servant is not greater than his master.”  If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.  If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.  (Jesus in John 15:20)
2.  They _______________ our faith.

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  (James 1:2-4)
3.  They allow our faith to be __________________.

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.  We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.  For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.  

(2 Corinthians 4:7)
4.  They _______________________ what matters most.

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?  But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed.  Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect…  (1 Peter 3:13-15)
what to remember during hard times

1.  God is ________________________.

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  (Matthew 5:11-12)
2.  My success is defined by what I do that impacts the ____________________________.

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  (Matthew 6:33)
3.  We aren’t _______________.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
4.  This is _________________.

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  (2 Timothy 3:12)
what to do during hard times

1.  Make it your goal to _________________ all you can rather than _______________ further pain.

2.  Focus on your _________ and not your _________________.

3.  Clarify the ________________ of your suffering.

4.  _____________________________.

Legend:

1.  The message about Jesus’ crucifixion is offensive.
2.  They grow our faith.

3.  They allow our faith to be visible.

4.  They remind us what matters most.

1.  God is sovereign.

2.  My success is defined by what I do that impacts the Kingdom of God.

3.  We aren’t alone.

4.  This is normal.

1.  Make it your goal to learn all you can rather than avoid further pain.

2.  Focus on your faith and not your feelings.

3.  Clarify the source of your suffering.

4.  Stay the course.
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