TOUGH SAYINGS OF JESUS
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THE PROBLEM WITH WHAT JESUS SAID…

______________________________ 

______________________________
WALKING WITH GOD REGULARLY EXPOSES OUR _____________________________.

Pay attention to yourselves!  If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, “I repent,” you must forgive him.  (vv. 3-4)

When we reach the end of ourselves, we have a choice in how we will respond:

· _________________God’s commands to fit what we are currently doing.

· Determine to _______________________________ and _________________________________.

· ___________________________ our weakness and turn to ____________ for what we need.

When we reach the end of ourselves, we have a choice in deciding what we need:

· More ________________________________.

· More __________________________.
· More _____________________.

· More __________________________.

· More _____________________.

Consider Jesus’ message in each of these experiences where His followers realized their need:

Total and repeated forgiveness
they needed ____________.
If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 
“Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.





      -Luke 17:6
Power to heal



they needed ____________.
The disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”  He said to them, “Because of your little faith.”






     -Matthew 17:19-20 



       (Full story in Matthew 17:14-20)

To love Jesus more than money
they needed ____________.
“Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God.  For all things are possible with God.” 




          -Mark 10:26-27  





(Full story in Mark 10:17-27)

Effective prayer


they needed ____________.
Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him.’”     -Mark 11:22-23  



            (Full story in Mark 11:20-25) 

WALKING WITH GOD ALWAYS INCREASES OUR _________________________.

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.”  (vv. 5-6)

We need to have the right __________________________.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
  



-Hebrews 11:1

We need to have the right ___________________________.
And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  He said, “Come.”  So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus.  But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.”  Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  






     -Matthew 14:28-33

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.  It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. 


           -Proverbs 3:5-8


We need to better know the __________________________ and _____________________________ of our Heavenly Father.

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  




-Hebrews 11:6

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him.  That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.  And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  

           -2 Corinthians 1:20-22

We need to resist the temptation to _______________ and fight for a _________________________________.

But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”

           -Luke 18:16-17

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.  For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
   -James 1:5-8

Legend:

Practically
Theologically

Redefine God’s commands to better fit what we are currently doing.

Determine to do better and try harder.

Acknowledge our weakness and turn to God for what we need.

More self-control

More money

More love

More wisdom

More faith

Faith

Walking with God will always increase our dependence.

We need to have the right kind of faith.

We need to have the right object of our faith.

We need to better know the character and promises of our Heavenly Father.

We need to resist the temptation to doubt and fight for a child-like faith.
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