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SCENE ONE

Cornelius’ Vision (Acts 10:1-8)
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God.  (vv. 1-2)

SCENE TWO
Peter’s Vision (Acts 10:9-16)
The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray…And there came a voice to him:  “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”  But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.”  And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.”  (vv. 9, 13-15)

SCENE THREE
Peter Meets the Messengers (Acts 10:17-23a)

Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood at the gate…And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.”  So he invited them to be his guests.  (vv. 17, 22-23a)

SCENE FOUR
Peter and Cornelius Meet (Acts 10:23b-33)

You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean.  So when I was sent for, I came without objection.  I ask then why you sent for me…So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind enough to come.  Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord. 








(vv. 28-29, 33)

GET IN THE GAME…THIS WEEK!

#1  ________________________________ - throughout history, God was providing a way for all people to be forgiven and to know Him.

In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.


          -Galatians 4:3-5

Greater love has no one than this, than someone lay down his life for his friends.





     -John 15:13

#2  ______________________________ - we recognize that God is in the heart changing business…and no one is too far gone!

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.






 -Romans 1:16

#3  _________________________ - we take care to translate our faith into daily living.

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.




         -1 Corinthians 10:31-33

#4  _______________________ - we love the Lord and other people more than the standards we have adopted to translate our faith into daily living.

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them…To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak.  I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.  I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.






     -1 Corinthians 9:19, 22-23

#5  ______________________ - we prepare our hearts to serve God by meditating on His word.
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.





   -Psalm 1:1-2

I will lift up my hands toward your commandments, which I love, and I will meditate on your statutes.


-Psalm 119:48

#6  _______________________________ - we do not offer esteem to some over others.

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.  But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.



   -James 2:8-9

#7  ________________________________ - we welcome people into our lives as part of expressing the love of Christ to them.
And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and others reclining at table with them.  And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”





 -Luke 5:29-31

…remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.





          -Ephesians 2:12
KICK-OFF SUNDAY – A PERSONAL CHECKLIST
1.
Invite friends to join you for worship and Connection


Group.

2.  
Wear your favorite team jersey.

3.  
Bring your appetite!
Legend:

#1  Compassionate Vision
#2  Confidence in God

#3  Living Faith

#4  Love Well

#5  Draw Near

#6  Reject Exclusivity

#7  Practice Hospitality
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