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For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.  (v. 11)

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:  just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.




           -John 13:34-35

A.  The Way of _________________.

We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother.  And why did he murder him?  Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous.  (v. 12)

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy…



     -Titus 3:3-5

· Dies ________________.
Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you.  (v. 13)

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.




   -Jesus in John 15:18
· Deals in ____________________.

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers.  Whoever does not love abides in death.









 (v. 14)
Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith.  Test yourselves.  Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? – unless indeed you fail to meet the test!







    -2 Corinthians 13:5

· Defines our ______________________________.

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  (v. 15)

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.  He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.
       -John 5:24
B.  The way of _________________.

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us…  (v. 16)

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.







    -2 Corinthians 5:21
· Sets the standard for _______________________.

…and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.  (v. 16)
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
       -Matthew 5:46-47
· Creates real ________________________.

But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?  (v. 17)

If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?



           -James 2:15-16
· Takes ___________________.
Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  (v. 18)

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.


     -Matthew 22:38-39
NEXT WEEK:  BIG LOVE requires outside strength



    1 John 4:7-21/Galatians 5:22-25
Legend:

A.  The Way of Cain
      ●  Dies hard.

      ●  Deals in death.

      ●  Defines our spiritual condition.

B.  The Way of Christ.

      ●  Sets the standard for our love.

      ●  Creates real compassion.

      ●  Takes action.
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