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Paul and Silas in Thessalonica (vv. 1-9)
And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women.  But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason… (vv. 4-5)

Paul and Silas in Berea (vv. 10-15)

Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.  Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men. (vv. 11-12)

Paul in Athens (vv. 16-21)

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols…Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him.  And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?”  Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities” – because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. (vv. 16, 18)

Paul Addresses the Areopagus (vv. 22-34)

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.  For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’  What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.”








      (vv. 22-23)

The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead. (vv. 30-31)

Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked.  But others said, “We will hear you again about this.”  So Paul went out from their midst.  But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them. (vv. 32-34)

PURPOSEFUL PASSION

· What gets you fired up?

· Is it possible to be passionate about the wrong things?

· Is it possible to change your passion?

· What was Paul passionate about?

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols… (v. 16)

· What do you think God is passionate about?

PASSION WITHOUT PURPOSE LEADS TO IDOLATRY.

· We were made to ___________________.

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.”  He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” (Luke 19:38-40)

· We often get focused on the _______________________.

Desire without knowledge is not good, and whoever makes haste with his feet misses his way. (Proverbs 19:2)

· God made us for ____________________.

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 16:11)

PASSION WITH PURPOSE IS POWERFUL.

· God is passionate for His ________________ and His ______________________.

For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off.  Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction.  For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned?  My glory I will not give to another. (Isaiah 48:9-11)
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)

· God blesses our efforts when we ___________________.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the people praise you!  The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us.  God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him! (Psalm 67:4-7)

· God ___________________ us to join His work.

Since we have such a hope, we are very bold…






   (2 Corinthians 3:12)

PASSION MUST BE PROTECTED.
· We must maintain __________________.

So we do not lose heart.  Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.  For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen, but to the things that are unseen.  For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)

· We must bring our life into ___________________ with our passion.

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. (James 1:22)
· We must make __________________________.

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize?  So run that you may obtain it.  Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.





          (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

PASSION MUST BE NURTURED.

· Think ____________________.

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

· Pray _____________________.

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10)

· ________________ intentionally.

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.






           (Matthew 6:21)

· Act _____________________.

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. (2 Corinthians 5:11)
Legend:

We were made to worship.
We often get focused on the wrong things.

God made us for Himself.

God is passionate for His glory and His kingdom.

God blesses our efforts when we join His work.

God empowers us to join His work.

We must maintain vision.

We must bring our life into alignment with our passion.

We must make hard choices.

Think biblically.

Pray fervently.

Invest intentionally.

Act faithfully.
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