
22 The Nevada Traverse Vol. 41, No. 3, 2014

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE u

Monsen Engineering of Salt Lake City is the leading supplier 

of measurement products and solutions to the design and 

building industries 

in Idaho, Wyoming, 

Utah and Nevada. 

The third generation, 

family-owned company 

is excited to be 

celebrating their 40th 

year in business. The 

moral compass and 

business policies set by 

the company’s founder, 

Roger P. Monsen, 

Sr., created a strong 

foundation for Monsen 

Engineering to grow 

from. 

At the age of fifty-seven, 

Roger found himself out 

of work after spending 

more than twenty-five years with the Pembroke Company. 

This 100 year old, family-owned company was sold and Roger’s 

philosophy no longer fit into the new 

owner’s corporate culture. Roger was 

determined to remain in the industry 

and established Monsen Engineering 

in 1974 with the support of his brother, 

Kent Monsen.

 

Roger was joined by three of his loyal 

previous employees who followed 

him to Monsen Engineering. A key 

original employee was his nephew, 

Paul Monsen who performed the 

accounting and financing functions. 

Paul went on to become the company’s 

CFO and a partner in the business.  

Richard Monsen, Roger’s youngest 

son, assumed a sales position with the 

company and eventually became its 

president.

 

In the 1970’s, Monsen Engineering sold 

hand drafting tools, drafting room furniture and blueprinting 

machines, as well as survey levels and transits. In the 1980’s, 

Computer Aided 

Drafting (CAD) replaced 

hand drafting tools 

causing drafting and 

engineering practices 

to change. Richard and 

Paul branched out into 

large format scanners, 

plotters and Xerox 

engineering copier sales. 

Monsen Engineering 

opened the first large 

format xerographic 

r e p r o d u c t i o n 

department in Utah, 

managed by Roger P. 

Monsen, Jr.  

 In 1992, Monsen 

Engineering was the 

first to adopt the newest 

technology for the land surveying industry. Global Positioning 

Systems (GPS) eventually replaced traditional survey 

instruments and is the standard for 

today’s land surveyor. 

In 1998, Clark County, Nevada became 

the fastest growing county in the 

United States. “The strategic addition 

of stores in Nevada was important to 

our growth.” Richard says.  “During 

a Las Vegas building boom in 1998, 

we partnered with Mike Grill, who 

helped us gain a strong foothold in the 

Las Vegas market. He manages and 

operates our Las Vegas store to this 

day.”

In 2003, Monsen Engineering had an 

opportunity to acquire a twenty year 

old family-owned company in Reno, 

Nevada. Marty Crook a well-known 

supplier to the local survey industry 

and a former competitor became a 
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valuable part of the Monsen Engineering team. He continues to 

manage Monsen Engineering’s Reno store and oversees repair 

services and equipment sales in Northern Nevada.

 

Monsen Engineering’s talented employees have been another 

vital component to its success. Many employees have been 

with the company for a decade or more. “We pride ourselves 

in growing talent from within and molding them into great 

contributors of our development and success,” Richard said. 

“For the last thirteen years, the third generation of the Monsen 

family has been built into its core.”

Based on Monsen Engineering’s reputation within the industry, 

manufacturers continue to present them with new opportunities 

and ground breaking technologies. The company recently 

added a completely new department dedicated to the newest 

industrial measurement technology, 3D scanning and printing. 

Opportunities to expand into new markets and geographic 

locations also continue to present themselves.

Monsen Engineering prides itself in being a valued community 

partner. The Nevada Association of Land Surveyors has presented 

multiple “Member of the Year” awards to Monsen Engineering 

for its supportive role through consistent involvement with 

NALS, its programs and objectives. In addition, the company 

offers the Roger P. Monsen Memorial Scholarship to students 

in both Utah and Nevada, in an effort to promote the land 

surveying profession among the region’s college students.

After 40 years in business, Monsen Engineering’s products have 

changed, but their clients within the design and building industry 

have remained the same. ”We have been blessed with many 

years when the economy and growth within the architectural, 

engineering, land surveying, mining and construction industries 

were very strong.” Also unchanged is what Richard says was 

Roger’s business plan when he started the company, “Do the 

right thing, take care of the customers, and the profit will follow.” 

That simple plan is still in effect at Monsen Engineering.
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