
Sermon Outline  
James 1:13-16  

Introduction:  

The Lord is sovereign in the trials that come our way as believers However does this mean 
that the Lord tempts us to sin? 
James now moves from “trials/testing” (v. 12) to “tempted” (vv. 13-14)  

- from the external tests to the internal temptations 
God is not the source of evil (13-15) but the source of all good (17-18)  

1: The Source of Temptation: Us, not God: 13-14 
The tempting firstly understood contextually - 1:14-15,19-20; 4:1-12  

A: The repudiation of the Lord’s direct involvement in our sin: 13 
The Lord does test - eg. Gen. 22:1-19; Job. 1:8-12; Ex. 16:4-5, etc. However, because of 
indwelling sin every test can become a temptation The Lord is so pure and holy He is not 
tested by sin nor tempts others:  

- 1Jn. 1:5; Hab 1:13a; Psalm 5:4-5 (thus the need of atonement) Be careful not to be 
deceived - 1:16,22,26 - just as Eve was Gen. 3:12  

- don’t blame anyone else or circumstance for our sin B: The reality of our being the source 
of our own sin: 14  

James doesn’t even blame the devil - it is our fault that we sin! 
Being lured and ensnared - language of fishing - a deadly hook for us! The wickedness of 
our hearts -Gen. 6:5; Jer. 17:9; Eccl. 9:3; Mt. 15:19  

2: The Procedure of Temptation: desire-sin-death: 15-17 
The procedure of temptation is very similar to Eve’s in Eden  

- Gen. 3:6 - desire for what the Lord forbade (cf. Rom. 7:7-12) Any desire Eve had for this 
fruit was forbidden by the Lord 
Think about the effects of sin - death  

- Gen. Gen. 2:17; Eze. 18:11; Rom. 6:23a 
Genuine faith will endure, mortify sin through the Spirit, and has life  

Application:  

Let us not take sin lightly - confess it to the Lord (1Jn. 1:9) 
Ask the Lord for wisdom and grace to repent, and walk in obedience  


