ASCEND THE HILL:  The Hard Work of Waiting on the Lord
Psalm 37:1-9
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A WORD STUDY
· Old Testament…words used emphasize waiting on the Lord for His _______________________________ and _________________________________.

· New Testament…words used emphasize the __________ _________________________.

PRAYER AND WORSHIP REQUIRES WE WAIT ON THE LORD
· Waiting looks to the future with confident _____________________ based on __________________ and _________________.

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.  O Israel, hope in the Lord!  For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.  And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

           -Psalm 130:5-8

· Waiting includes _____________________________ so we can __________________________ about Him.

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.  It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.  It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.
                       -Lamentations 3:25-27

The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers.  And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not.  And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord…Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you.  So you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him.  For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land…     Deuteronomy 8:1-3, 5-7
· Waiting requires we trust God’s ________________ and _______________________.

But they soon forgot his works; they did not wait for his counsel.  But they had a wanton craving in the wilderness, and put God to the test in the desert; he gave them what they asked, but sent a wasting disease among them.






       -Psalm 106:13-15

· Waiting involves taking the right __________________.

Fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers!  For they will soon fade like the grass and wither like the green herb.  Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.  Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.  He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.  Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!  Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath!  Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.  For the evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.




             -Psalm 37:1-9

Taking action involves three things:

· Things we ______________________________.

· Things we ______________________________.

· Things that happen _____________, ____________ and ________________.

TWO GREAT REASONS WE SHOULD WAIT ON THE LORD

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.  Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.





         -Isaiah 40:28-31

· Because of __________ God is and _____________ He is able to do.

· Because of __________ we are and ______________ we are not able to do.
NEXT WEEK:  Ascend the Hill – Offering Yourself to the Lord
Legend:

Old Testament…words used emphasize waiting on the Lord for His provision and protection.
New Testament…words used emphasize the return of the Lord.

Waiting looks to the future with confident expectation based on knowledge and trust.

Waiting includes seeking the Lord so we can learn more about Him.

Waiting requires we trust God’s timing and goodness.

Waiting involves taking the right actions.

Things we should do.

Things we shouldn’t do.

Things that happen to us, in us and for us.

Because of who God is and what He is able to do.

Because of who we are and what we are not able to do so.
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