ASCEND THE HILL:
Deliberately Desperate for God
2 Samuel 6:20-22; Jeremiah 33:3;

Mark 5:21-43; Psalm 107:1-32
Sunday, March 23, 2014
Dr. Paul White, Senior Pastor
WHAT ARE WE SO WORRIED ABOUT?

Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David and said, “How the king of Israel honored himself today, uncovering himself today before the eyes of his servants' female servants, as one of the vulgar fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!” And David said to Michal, “It was before the Lord, who chose me above your father and above all his house, to appoint me as prince over Israel, the people of the Lord - and I will celebrate before the Lord. I will make myself yet more contemptible than this, and I will be abased in your eyes…”



      -2 Samuel 6:20-22

TALES FROM THE EDGE (Mark 5:21-43)
But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”  While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”  (vv. 33-36)

HOW GOD WORKS IN OUR LIVES (Psalm 107)
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever! Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he has redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.








          (vv. 1-3)

Story #1   A life without __________________________.

Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city to dwell in; hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.
                                                                                  (vv. 4-5)
Story #2   A life of rebellion and ___________________.
Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, prisoners in affliction and in irons, for they had rebelled against the words of God, and spurned the counsel of the Most High.  So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor; they fell down, with none to help.  (vv. 10-12)

Story #3    A life of foolishness and _________________.
Some were fools through their sinful ways, and because of their iniquities suffered affliction; they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the gates of death.  (vv. 17-18)

Story #4    A life of hard work and _________________.
Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters; they saw the deeds of the Lord, his wondrous works in the deep.  For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea. They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths; their courage melted away in their evil plight; they reeled and staggered like drunken men and were at their wits' end. 






      (vv. 23-27)

WHAT IT MEANS TO ‘CRY OUT’

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. 


        -Psalm 107:6, 13, 19, 28

Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known. 

-Jeremiah 33:3
Qara means calling aloud or crying out.
call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me. 



  -Psalm 50:15

Hamah means loud humming or murmuring.
Evening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint and moan, and he hears my voice. 

  -Psalm 55:17

Shava means high-pitched shout for help.
In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I cried for help. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears. 



    -Psalm 18:6

Tsa’aq means shriek of grief.
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and 
delivers them out of all their troubles.
  -Psalm 34:17

Rinnah means a loud plea.
Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer
    -Psalm 61:1

“Crying out” to the Lord is an appeal from the ____________, not the _____________.  It is the result of a relationship, not a _________________ for prayer.
THREE STEPS TO DESPERATION

#1
Embrace __________________________.
#2
________________________ everything.

#3
________________________ completely.

Next week in Ascend the Hill: Experiencing the peace that passes understanding

Legend:
Story # 1
A life without purpose or direction.
Story # 2
A life of rebellion and failure.
Story # 3
A life of foolishness and suffering.

Story # 4
A life of hard work and heartache.
“Crying out” to the Lord is an appeal from the heart, not the head.  It is the result of a relationship, not a pattern for prayer.

 #1
Embrace humility.
 #2
Surrender everything.

 #3
Depend completely.
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