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1.  Assisted Suicide 

 

Assisted suicide means that someone provides the means and/or information for another person 

to commit suicide.  When a physician is involved, the practice is physician-assisted suicide.[1] 

 

2. The Oregon and Washington Laws 

 

In Oregon, physician-assisted suicide was legalized in 1997 via a ballot measure.[2]  In 

Washington State, a similar law was passed via another ballot measure in 2008 and went into 

effect in 2009.[3]   

 

3.  Throwing Away Your Life 

 

The Oregon and Washington laws apply to state residents predicted to have less than six months 

to live.[5]  Such persons are not necessarily dying.  Doctors can be wrong.[6]  Moreover, 

treatment can lead to recovery.  Consider Jeanette Hall, who was diagnosed with cancer and 

given six months to a year to live.[7]  She was adamant that she would "do" Oregon’s law, but 

her doctor, Ken Stevens, convinced her to be treated instead.[8] She is still alive today, 13 years 

later.[9] 

 

With legal assisted suicide, people with many quality years to live are encouraged to throw away 

their lives. 

 

4.  A Recipe for Elder Abuse 

 

The Washington and Oregon laws are a recipe for elder abuse. The most obvious reason is due to 

a lack of oversight when the lethal dose is administered.[10] For example, there are no witnesses 

required at the death; the death is allowed occur in private.[11] With this situation, the 

opportunity is created for an heir, or some other person who will benefit from the patient’s death, 

to administer the lethal dose to the patient without her consent.  Even if she struggled, who 

would know? 

 

For more detail about Washington's law, which is similar to Oregon's law, read a short article by 

clicking here.   

 

5. Empowering the Healthcare System 

 

In Oregon, patients desiring treatment under the Oregon Health Plan have been offered assisted 

suicide instead.  

 

http://www.choiceillusion.org/2013/11/quick-facts-about-assisted-suicide.html
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The most well known cases involve Barbara Wagner and Randy Stroup.[12] Each wanted 

treatment.[13] The Plan denied their requests and offered to pay for their suicides instead.[14] 

Neither Wagner nor Stroup saw this scenario as a celebration of their "choice." Wagner said: 

"I'm not ready to die."[15] Stroup said: "This is my life they’re playing with."[16] 

 

Wagner and Stroup were steered to suicide. Moreover, it was the Oregon Health Plan, a 

government entity, doing the steering.[17]  For more detail about the current situation, read the 

affidavit of Kenneth Stevens, by clicking here. 

 

6.  Increased Suicide in Oregon 

 

Oregon's suicide rate, which excludes suicides under its physician-assisted suicide law, has been 

"increasing significantly" since 2000.[18]  

 

Just three years prior, Oregon legalized physician-assisted suicide. This increased suicide rate is 

consistent with a suicide contagion in which removing the stigma from one type of suicide 

encouraged other suicides.  Montana already has one of the highest suicide rates in the 

nation.[19] 

 

7.  Proposed Expansion in Washington State 

 

Washington State legalized physician-assisted suicide in March 2009.  Just three years later, 

there were already discussions to expand that law to direct euthanasia of non-terminal 

people.[20]  For example, on March 8, 2012, there was a Seattle Times column suggesting 

euthanasia as a solution for people unable to support themselves, which would be involuntary 

euthanasia.  See Jerry Large, "Planning for old age at a premium," The Seattle Times, March 8, 

2012 at  http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/text/2017693023.html("After Monday's column,  . . . a 

few [readers] suggested that if you couldn't save enough money to see you through your old age, 

you shouldn't expect society to bail you out.At least a couple mentioned euthanasia as a 

solution.") (Emphasis added). 

 

* Margaret Dore is an attorney in Washington State where assisted suicide is legal.  She is also 

President of Choice is an Illusion, a nonprofit corporation opposed to assisted suicide.  For 

more information, seewww .margaretdore.com and www.choiceillusion.org   
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