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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF RELIGION?

_________________________     _________________________

Answer our ______________     Provide __________________

Offer ____________________     Give meaning to __________

_____________ our questions     _________________ our lives

_____________________ God

JESUS OFFENDS “_________________________.”

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.  And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening.  But many of those who heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.


     -Acts 4:1-4
· It is offensive to be told we need to _________________.

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus…


 -Acts 3:19-20



· It is offensive to be told that Jesus is the _____________.

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.






      (vv. 11-12)

· It is offensive to be told we need to be _______________.

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.  (v. 12)

COMMON OBJECTIONS THAT ALL MUST BELIEVE IN JESUS

#1  Many will never hear the name of Jesus.

#2  It is ____________________ and ______________________.

#3  It isn’t _________________.


#4  It is inconsistent with Jesus’ __________________ and

      ________________________.

CONFRONTING THE MYTHS

Myth #1  All religions are the _____________________.


Myth #2  All religions are _________________________.


Myth #3  ______________________ is the highest virtue.

UNDERSTANDING THE BIG STORY OF THE BIBLE

ANSWERING THE OBJECTIONS:

#1  Many will never hear the name of Jesus.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.  For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.  So they are without excuse.  For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Claiming to be wise, they became fools…



        -Romans 1:18-22

#2  It is arrogant and narrow-minded.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”
       -John 14:6
I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.


       -John 8:24

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus…


           -1 Timothy 2:5

#3  It isn’t fair.

Do you suppose, O man – you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself – that you will escape the judgment of God?  Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?


-Romans 2:3-4

#4  It is inconsistent with Jesus’ love and compassion.

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”



     -Matthew 28:18-20

THEREFORE, WE MUST EACH DETERMINE, WHETHER JESUS IS…

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
NEXT WEEK:  iBelieve…that once saved, always saved!  (Romans 8:31-39)
Legend:
Moral code

Social structure

Answer our fears

Provide stability

Offer hope

Give meaning to life

Answer our questions
Improve our lives

Know God

Jesus offends “Good People.”

It is offensive to be told we need to repent.

It is offensive to be told that Jesus is the only way.

It is offensive to be told we need to be saved.

#2  It is arrogant and narrow-minded.

#3  It isn’t fair.

#4  It is inconsistent with Jesus’ love and compassion.

Myth #1  All religions are the same.

Myth #2  All religions are equally valid.

Myth #3  Tolerance is the highest virtue.
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