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A very late 

(apprenticeships and up-skilling 

on the job);  

 income security (minimum 

wage, progressive taxation,  

social security system;  

 representation security (trade 

unionism, political party repre-

senting interests, right to strike, 

tripartism…) 
 

For a period in the Western world, the 

proletariat achieved (with continuous 

struggle) these securities, most 

clearly in the post depression –1970s 

period. But with the onslaught of  

néo-liberalism, as the labour market 

has become globalised and casualised, 

the struggle to retain these proletar-

ian gains has become increasingly 

difficult; creating instead a pre-

cariat denied most of the above 

securities. With the  

demise of the old  

manufacturing culture,  

employment is deskilled and at 

the same time fictitious: the 

junk-mail deliverer is called a 

‘media distribution officer’, the 

cleaner ‘a sanitation  

consultant’. Mobility is required 

and self-exploitation becomes 

common. As well, technology 

encourages a  

short-term mindset, 

a living in the  

present, a  

backpacker type 

existence without 

long term memory. 

To be a member of 

the precariat is to 

live with a high  

degree of alienation 

and anxiety. They 

find themselves in 

an amoral world and 

opportunism is the modus operandi. 

Empathy disappears as well as  

community, both geographic and 

workplace. 
 

In the West, Standing estimates that 

25% of the workforce are now  

members of the precariat. In the  

developing world the figure is much 

higher (90% in India). A natural  

impulse is to claw back the old  

securities, which the union movement 

continues to try and do. But Standing 

argues that with the move of manu-

facturing to the East, the traditional 

proletariat has become fragmented 

and there is little chance of a return to 

the protectionism that once . . .   

Guy Stand ing ’ s  book,   

The Precar ia t ,  the new  

dangerous  c lass  i s ,  as  

Noam Chomsky  advocates,  

‘a  very  important  book.  a  

very  impor tant  book.   

 

I think the first task is to take in the 

concepts and the argument, before 

debating them, and this is the  

purpose of this piece. 
 

Standing argues that there is a new 

class-in-the-making. At the moment it 

is a class without a voice and it has 

yet to become a class-for-itself. It is 

dangerous because it could lead us 

into néo-fascist social chaos.  

Alternatively, it could be the agent for 

a new utopian vision for society.  
 

The historical precedent is the  

proletariat, who, in the 19th century, 

were in this same position of realising 

itself as a class and of finding a voice 

for its demands. This led to what 

Standing calls Labourism, the political 

movement based on trade unionism 

which then created changes in state 

policies, even to a different concept of 

the state’s purpose. He summarises 

the demands of proletariat as follows:  
 

 labour market security (full em-

ployment);  

 employment security 

(protection against arbitrary 

dismissal etc);  

 job security (retaining a job 

category with expectation of 

some upward mobility – from 

carpenter to foreman);  

 work security (health and 

safety, hours of work, holidays, 

sick pay, ACC and maternity 

leave…);  

 skill production security 
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NZCTU report on insecure work released at 
its recent Biennial Conference.  

Summary Full Report  

By Paul Maunder  . 

 

There can be no keener revelation 
of a society's soul than the way in 

which it treats its children.   
Madiba  
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Time to Stop Running?  

 Appeasement in the Neoliberal age  

By John Kerr  ..  

 

Struggling Against Changes to the Employment 

Relations Act  

By David Nielson  . 

In the past 18 months there have been general strikes in 

Portugal, Italy and Spain; strikes in essential industries in 

France; protests in Germany; mass demonstrations in  

Britain; occupations of public spaces across the developed 

world; the near collapse of the political system in Greece 

and the actual collapse of that system in North African and 

middle eastern countries. 
 

All these events are underpinned by a common factor: the 

economy has stopped delivering and mainstream politicians 

haven’t a clue what to do about it. 
 

Three things are happening: 
 

In the wake of the global financial crisis in 2008 it is clear 

that free market capitalism has failed.  
 

In a great arc from Dublin to Istanbul there is a growing 

tide of discontent and protest as governments try 

and make working people like you pay for this failure 

with cuts to public spending, attacks on unions, and 

policies that lead to mass unemployment. 
 

In Europe, the leaders of Social Democracy are in denial 

about points 1 & 2. For example the Labour Party in 

Britain is a pale pink shadow of the tories, offering no 

alternative to austerity. 
 

It’s not that bad here. Our economy has been insulated by 

Australian owned banks and, until recent weeks, the sale of 

loads of milk powder to China. 
 

There’s a good chance it won’t stay that way. The Aussie 

mining boom is over. One commentator said last week that 

their economy resembles a big hole in the ground  

surrounded by over expensive property. If their house price 

bubble bursts and our milk powder stops selling, then look 

out. What’s happened in Europe can happen here. 
 

In good times the political Right tries to keep us in our 

place by giving just enough of us just enough so that we 

don’t demand a better deal. In difficult economic times they 

show their true colours and attack our wages, close hospital 

wards and stop buying school books              
 

The fact is that in good or bad times the bosses and their 

lackeys in this Government always want more – more 

profit, more dividends, more dollars in their wallets, and 

they have no scruples about taking it off you and your 

families. 
 

They will only stop chasing us when we stop running.  
 

Appeasement doesn’t work. 
 

We’ve been here before. Remember 1991? . . .  

In a recent discussion 

with unionists, CTU  

President Helen Kelly, 

outlined key elements of 

the union campaign to 

protest changes to the 

Employment Relations 

Act.  The campaign  

strategy, as she outlined, 

is focused on trying to 

make clear the links  

between presently  

declining safety, security, 

and living standards for 

working people and their 

inevitable more serious 

decline when the  

proposed legislative changes are passed.  The idea is to 

focus on the narratives of workers especially in the service 

and forestry sectors. At the same time, she emphasised 

that the key thing to drive home is that the legislative 

changes will lead to declining wages. When asked about 

linking the Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement with the 

campaign, Helen said this was a different issue.  
 

The first thing to reflect on is that since the 1980s the  

union movement has not demonstrated a capacity for  

national campaigns and actions, and the movement has 

retreated into struggles by specific unions in narrow  

defence of their members. Union density in New Zealand 

is around 20%, more or less unchanged since the passing 

of the ERA, and heavily weighted towards the public  

sector. The irony of course is that while the form of  

capitalism has become much more aggressive towards the 

labouring population since the unleashing of the neoliberal 

project in the 1980s and thus implying the need and 

structural incentive for a strong movement; the capacity 

of the movement has in fact radically declined.   
 

One reason for this decline, it is contended here, is that 

the neoliberal-led globalisation of capitalism has put a 

wedge between the two primary goals of the labour  

movement: improving wages and employment security. 

While in the Keynesian era, from the end of World War II 

until the 1980s, wages and employment were positively 

correlated, this relation has been undermined in the  

current neoliberal era.  In the Keynesian era, wages are 

treated as a source of demand that implies more  

employment; but in the neoliberal era, wages are treated 

as a cost for capital.  
 

Central to mainstream neoclassical labour market theory 

(that guides the neoliberal view) is the idea that  

employers are just price takers, employing up the point 

where the ‘marginal productivity’ . . . 
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Speech by John Kerr, organiser for the Rail and Maritime 
Transport union at the Christchurch “Fairness at Work” 
rally in Christchurch. 

 Reprinted with permission.  
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Class justice and the business state   
 

By Michael Knowles   . 

 

Strike me Pink! (or, better, Red)..  
 

By Paul Piesse    . 

“Your jurisprudence is but the will of your class 

made into a law for all, a will whose essential 

character and direction are determined by the 

economical conditions of the existence of your 

class. ”  

This statement of Marx and 

Engels in the Communist  

Manifesto has an enduring truth 

and variations of it can be found 

in divers sources, from classical 

philosophy, the bible, to poetry 

and prose down the ages. In this 

piece I choose a couple of topical 

issues to show that the Marxist 

analysis holds good for our legal 

system. 
 

In 2011 Christie Marceau was killed by her teenage  

ex-boyfriend who was found insane for the act. The  

Government rushed to change the bail laws to make it  

easier than it already is to lock teenagers up when they are 

accused of crimes. The Bail Amendment Bill (Christie’s Law) 

is currently in its 2nd reading. In an excellent article for NZ 

Lawyer in July 2012, Wellington barrister Michæl Bott, while 

not denying the genuine grief of the Marceau family, 

pointed out that since 2008 about twice as many people are 

killed each year in the workplace than die by murder. He 

asked why the government was so quick to act in this  

instance and so slow to act for workplace killings. His  

question was rhetorical because Michæl is astute enough to 

know the answer which is that a death at the hands of an 

angry or impaired young man provides a passport to power 

for the inadequate, mediocre politician, bereft of genuine 

ideas for social improvement but who will promise  

protection from the criminal hordes and who will be elected 

simply because of the fear of crime. 
 

A death in the workplace on the other hand is merely 

‘collateral damage’ in the noble quest for profit. Stricter 

laws to control profiteers and punish them when they are 

responsible for killing their workers, gets in the way of  

production. The right wing power base won’t have that.  
 

When cases do manage to get to the criminal court, the 

accused might not even bother to turn up, as happened 

with the 29 deaths at Pike River. (Mind you, the  

prosecuting agency in that case could have ended up in the 

dock as well if we had proper workplace safety laws.) The 

corporate veil and the liquidation process provide refuge for 

the business class. ‘Accountability’ for crime is an elastic 

concept which stretches to the brown or tattooed face but 

draws back when earnest entrepreneurs are involved.     
 

The most recent proof of the political attitude is seen in the 

disturbing state of the forestry industry where 9 have been 

killed already this year. The Minister of Labour, 

Chris Trotter had an interesting 

opinion piece in the Christchurch 

Press recently. His thesis was 

that human rights derive from 

the right to say “No!” to power 

and to be heeded. 
 

From that base he argues that 

without the right to join Unions 

and the right for those  

collectives to say “No!” to the 

terms and conditions of  

employment employers want to impose on them, there is 

a serious infringement of  

workers’ human rights. 
 

All of which raises the issue of strikes. 
 

 The human right for workers collectively and  

democratically to withdraw their labour implies that any 

legal impediment to such a decision (which is almost  

always a last resort) amounts, in effect, to the  

conscription of labour. That effect is exacerbated in times 

of serious unemployment and under-employment,  

casualisation of available work and “flexibility” at the 

bosses’ choice because the alternative for workers -  

quitting the job - is self-defeating. 
 

Already the law constrains the right to say “No!”  

effectively. The current provisions allow strike action only 

in pursuit of creating or renewing an expired collective 

agreement. The National Party, with its allies – the rump 

of Act, the crass opportunist Dunne, and probably the 

party of Iwi corporates as well but we shall see – now  

proposes to eliminate the effect of the power to say “No!” 

by providing (encouragement, really) for employers faced 

with strike action to hire scabs. 
 

All this is on top of an inability to take strike action even 

to enforce a collective agreement, or an interpretation of 

it, or to support other workers’ human right to take strike 

action, or over an ethical or political issue of principle – 

such minor matters as war and peace for example. 
 

Furthermore, the law defines strike action as any  

eduction in “normal” work, thus prohibiting so-called 

working to rule, go slows, overtime bans, reductions in 

output, etc. 
 

As for those workers on individual employment  

agreements (IEAs) – by far the majority in the private 

sector (surprise!), they can’t take strike action at all. Not 

even for better pay or conditions. An IEA, unlike collective 

(that is, Union negotiated) agreements, has no expiry 

date and there is no obligation on either party even to  

attempt to renegotiate it. Thus any pay or other  

improvement is entirely at the employer’s . . . 
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.A Poorly Understood Bargain   

How Democracy and the 60s Movements 

became Orphans in the ‘Free Market’ Era 

By Steve Edwards .  
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Resistance Not ‘Peace Talks’  
 
 

The Popular Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine (PFLP) has been one of the 

leading secular progressive forces in 

the Palestinian struggle for justice and 

emancipation since its inception in 

1967. They were the second biggest 

political force within the Palestinian 

Liberation Organisation (PLO), next to 

Fatah when it was led by Yasser Arafat. 

When the PLO entered into the “Peace Process” the PFLP 

vigorously opposed this path and while remaining a  

member withdrew its support for the PLO while it  

continues to pursue this action. 
 

Instead the PFLP sees the path to liberation through  

creation of a single secular state, with the right of return 

for Palestinian refugees and where all people regardless of 

race or religion have equal rights. The PFLP continues to 

struggle both militarily and politically for the single secular 

state and fights alongside all Palestinian forces that  

oppose the Zionist state of Israel. 
 

The PFLP rejects these new ‘peace talks’ as they rejected 

the Oslo Accords of twenty years ago. In a statement  

released by the Front on the 22nd of July they stated: 
 

The Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales-

tine (PFLP) said that any return to negotia-

tions on the basis of the views and auspices of 

US Secretary of State John Kerry is commit-

ting “political suicide,” providing a cover for 

the government of occupation, ultra-

extremism and settlements, in committing the 

most heinous crimes against the Palestinian 

people and their land. 
 

The way forward for the Palestinian people, as seen by the 

PFLP, was made clear in the statement released by Com-

rade Emad Abu Rahma, member of the Central Committee 

of the PFLP, released on the 1st of August, he called for: 
 

‘. . .  the broadest popular movement to bring 

down the Oslo approach and these  

negotiations, which have brought only  

destruction, siege and division to . . . 

By Paul Hopkins  
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Authors Note: This article outlines how it is that 
the planet is currently on a trajectory of ‘colliding 
 crises’. It traces the roots of the current ‘Crisis of 
Democracy’ back to the 1970s when a North Atlan-
tic capitalist class viewed the counter-cultural  
movements that emerged in the 1960s as a threat 
to their power.    The North Atlantic capitalist class 
resolved to undermine democracy by encouraging 
apathy (amid ‘free market reforms’ that they knew 
would bring hardship to many). 

A Crisis of Democracy is felt most 

by those bearing the brunt of 

capitalist forces. Many activists, 

non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) and activist scholars 

around the world have discerned 

that this current Crisis of Democracy is one of numerous 

‘colliding crises’. Together, we travel on this trajectory of 

crises, which include: a global economic depression,  

systemic financial crimes, social destabilisation, food 

shortages, environmental catastrophes, rampant  

militarism, and systemic poverty (that implicitly renders 

a ‘global poor’ population as ‘surplus’ to a ‘global free 

market project’).  
 

This Crisis of Democracy is actually the property of a 

‘Crisis Family’. Democracy has siblings. They are called: 

Social Justice, Environment, Peace, Anti-War, and the 

non-identical twins, Human Needs and Human Rights. 

(Human Needs is the older and terribly neglected of the 

two, while the younger twin has been seriously abused). 

The story gets sadder. All of these siblings of the Crisis 

Family are famous orphans. And sadder still, there are 

less-well known ones too. 
 

I use this familial metaphor because an orphan to one 

family, say a Bottom, Middle or even an Upper Class 

one, is potentially a ‘blank canvas’ to a Psychopathic 

Family. As psychopathy expert Clive Boddy has argued 

in his paper entitled, The Corporate Psychopaths Theory 

of the Global Financial Crisis, a psychopath is a person 

who deviously wins the confidence of his or her intended 

victims, for whom the psychopath lacks empathy. At this 

point, I’m going to climb out on a limb of the Human 

Family Tree and argue that it is from this particular limb 

that the world is run. Upon this limb dwell the world’s 

economically, politically and militarily powerful  

psychopaths. It’s a ‘special branch’ of the Human Family 

(he tangata whänau). 
 

The trajectory of colliding crises has a sinister under-

belly. The intent of élite policy planners, four decades 

ago, was to exploit these colliding crises for their eco-

nomic, political and military gain. The current Crisis of 

Democracy has occurred because ordinary people . . . 
... click for more  
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A story that had to be told   

Fernwood Publishing of Canada has just 

released What Lies Across the Water – The 

Real Story of the Cuban Five, to date the 

most complete book available in English 

on a subject to which Americans have had 

little access: the case of Gerardo, Ramón, 

Antonio, Fernando and René, the Cuban 

patriots incarcerated in the United States 

for fighting terrorism. 
 

This story has been sequestered for 15 years. The efforts of 

author Stephen Kimber to publish his book in the United 

States were fruitless. "How hard a sell this book turned out 

to be for mainstream U.S. publishers. We heard all sorts of 

explanations, of course, but the key one seemed to be a 

belief that there wasn’t an audience in America for a book 

that might present a sympathetic portrait of a bunch of 

"Cuban spies". I hope this book proves them wrong." 
 

The book is the result of thorough and profound research 

which took Kimber to review the 20,000-plus pages of court 

records (U.S. vs. Gerardo Hernandez, et al) and thousands 

of legal documents of the most prolonged case in American 

history. He also read books and newspapers about Cuba 

and its long confrontation with the United States, and  

interviewed many persons on both sides of the Straits of 

Florida who favoured one of the two sides or neither. 
 

This is not a book about the complicated and interminable 

legal process, but its essential aspects are covered. Nor is it 

a biography of the Five, although its pages show them for 

what they are: human beings close to the reader. The book 

goes beyond that and helps readers to understand the  

conflict between two countries. 
 

However, it is not a voluminous work, neither is it difficult 

to read; quite the opposite. It’s light and clear language 

allows readers to move through episodes of the conflict, 

and to finish in a few hours a story which captures them 

from the first page. It is the work of a master journalist, a 

great writer, and, above all, an honest intellectual,  

committed only to what he could verify independently. 
 

In the very first paragraph he tells us, "This is not the book 

I intended to write. That book was to be a novel, a love 

story set partly in Cuba."  And, of course, it was not to be a 

novel about the Five because, "I had only vaguely heard of 

them". In the prologue, Kimber tells us how it was that he 

decided to abandon his initial project and give us instead a 

non-fiction book, an example of rigorous, unbiased and  

objective truth. 
 

In the words of its author, "The story of the Cuban Five  

isn’t really the story of the Five at all. Or, at least, it’s not 

just their story. And it isn’t a simple linear narrative. It’s a 

cascading accumulation of incident and irritant, of  

connivance and consequence, a parallel, . . .  

By Ricardo Alarcón de Quesada 

... click for more  

‘The need of a constantly expanding  

market for its products chases the  

bourgeoisie over the whole surface of the 

globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle 

everywhere and establish connections  

everywhere. The bourgeoisie has through 

its exploitation of the world market given a 

cosmopolitan character to production and 

consumption in every country.’ 
 

In other words, when corporations compete for market 

share and continued profits, the bigger ones expand around 

the world. To cut costs they keep introducing efficiencies 

through improved technology and faster service. As they do 

so, they gain more and more influence over governments 

and the way we live. 

  

This could have been a blogger reporting on Fonterra or 

Warner Brothers or Rio Tinto. It could have been a headline 

about the latest ‘free trade’ talks on any given day in 2013. 

In fact, the quote is from way back in 1848. Brian Roper is 

referencing the analysis of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. 

  

 And they say Marx is dead. Roper’s sub-title, ‘A Marxist 

Interpretation’, makes the opposite claim. . . . 
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REVIEW  
The History of Democracy  

By Jeremy Agar  

REVIEW 

In the US ‘a son born to a father from 

the lowest fifth of the population has 

only an 8 per cent chance of moving into 

the richest fifth; 42 percent of sons who 

are born poor, stay poor. By contrast, in 

Denmark, only 25 per cent of poor sons 

remain poor…’ 

  

This quotes from Inequality: A New Zealand Crisis,  

published by Bridget Williams Books. The author continues: 

  

‘Countries with the lowest level of income inequality offer 

greater equality of opportunities; typically these are  

societies that invest more in children’s early years, spend 

more on public services, and use tax and benefits to  

reduce income inequality. Rather than generating  

complacency or conformity, this investment appears to 

act as a safety net that encourages greater  

self-expression, creativity and innovation.’ 

  

The casino economy despises any such investment in the 

common good, preferring instead to reward speculative  

finance capital. This supposedly puts money to work for the 

benefit of one and all, but in reality it . . . 

 
Inequality: A New Zealand Crisis  

By Jeremy Agar   

REVIEW 

... click for more  
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cusation against a  

leading member and the 
party leadership’s  

attempts to end  

discussion of the matter, 
some of its outside . . . 

..Uncle Sam’s U.N. Blues  
Isolation: Another Vote on  
Washington’s Anti-Cuba Policy at the 
United Nations 

Annually, a near-ritual unfolds in the 

Fall Session of the United Nations 

General Assembly: the assembled 

...Rediscovering Lenin 
effects of the continuing serious crisis 
of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 
in Britain has been a renewed debate 
around this question. I don’t intend to 
go into the details of the turmoil in the 
SWP here—suffice it to say that after 
the serious mishandling of a rape ac-

Opening  'a debate which goes beyond matters of electoral  
feasibility , or of what ‘the markets' will tolerate' goes to the 
heart of the issue for all socialists, whether here in Aotearoa or 
the UK home of the Kilburn Manifesto. 

The Great Banking Bailout - recession if you’d prefer the  
language of the capitalists - simply transferred private debt to 
sovereign debt and with it ushered in the age of austerity. ‘The 
economic model that has underpinned the social and political 
settlement of the last three decades is unravelling’ and yet as 
Žižek has noted ‘what is as a rule not questioned is the  

liberal-democratic framework within which these excesses should be fought. 

The Kilburn Manifesto addresses these issues in direct and practical manner;  

‘Ideology plays a key role in disseminating, legitimising and re-invigorating a 
regime of power, profit and privilege. Neoliberal ideas seem to have sedimented 
into the western imaginary and become embedded in popular ‘common sense'. 
They set the parameters – provide the ‘taken-for-granteds' – of public discus-
sion, media debate and popular calculation.’  

True the Manifesto will hold little appeal for those in pursuit of the perfect slogan 
or indeed for the activist rushing from good cause to good cause with little 
thought to the underplaying issues and considerably less to solutions.  For the 
militant however there is much to reflect on in both content and methodology.  

states and governments dutifully, in 

near-unanimous consensus, vote in 

favour of a Resolution on the 

“Necessity of Ending the Economic, 

Commercial, and Financial Embargo 

by the United States of America 

Lenin led a successful workers'  
revolution, but are his ideas about 
organization still relevant today?  
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  Climate change and socialism 
Mike Treen persuasively argues that 
by embracing the fight against  
climate change we need to explain 
that this is a fight for a new world that 
restores the balance between mother 
earth and our needs as a species 

in Rio in 1992. Emis-
sions are 60-70% 
higher than they 
were then. Global 
warming has pro-
ceeded at an acceler-
ating pace. As a great arti-

... click for more  

world governments will do anything 
about climate change was exposed 
once more at the latest round of cli-
mate negotiations held in Poland No-
vember 11-22. This was the 19th 
round of annual negotiations. 
It is 21 years since the Earth Summit 
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Against Cuba.” 

It was in 1991 that 

the revolutionary  

socialist Cuban  

government first attempted to bring 

such a Resolution . . . 
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