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Powerful Encouragement
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Four people who don’t (seem to) need encouragement:

#1  ________________________________

#2  ________________________________

#3  ________________________________

#4  ________________________________

Encouragers are ______________________________.

Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.





 -Acts 4:36-37

Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.

    -1 Corinthians 8:13

Powerful encouragement is ________________.

Encouragers give ___________________.

And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples.  And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple.  But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus.  (vv. 26-27)

I, therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.







         -Ephesians 4:1-3

Powerful encouragement __________________________.

Encouragers develop _________________.

So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.  And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists.  But they were seeking to kill him.  And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.  (vv. 28-30)

But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.  Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.




         -1 Thessalonians 5:8-11

Powerful encouragement ________________________.
Encouragers build the ________________.

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up.  And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.  (v. 31)

For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you – that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.
        -Romans 1:11-12

Powerful encouragement ______________________.

Five Barriers to Giving and Receiving Encouragement

1.  Pride and ________________________.

2.  Misunderstanding the Christian life as “________” instead of “_________.”

3.  Prioritizing the ________________________ things.

4.  Not walking in the ___________________________.

5.  Waiting to ________________ of ourselves until all our own needs are met.
NEXT WEEK in ACTS: Beyond These Walls –

Powerful Caring (Acts 9:32-43)
Legend:

#1  The Donald
#2  Bill Gates

#3  Joel Osteen

#4  Chuck Norris

Encouragers are generous.

Powerful encouragement is costly.

Encouragers give grace.

Powerful encouragement inspires hope.

Encouragers develop people.

Powerful encouragement strengthens.
Encouragers build the church.

Powerful encouragement emboldens.

1.  Pride and competition.

2. Misunderstanding the Christian life as “me” instead of “we.”

3.  Prioritizing the wrong things.

4.  Not walking in the strength of the Lord.

5.  Waiting to give all of ourselves until all our own needs are met.
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