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WILL THE REAL CHURCH PLEASE STAND UP?

Church as a ___________________________.

Church as a protector of _________________________.

Church as an __________________________.

Church as an ___________________________________.

Church as a place to be ___________________________.

Church as a place to ____________________.

WHAT DOES A REAL CHURCH LOOK LIKE?

1.  _______________________

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  And awe came upon every soul, and any wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.  And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people.  And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.






 -Acts 2:42-47

…the church at Cenchreae…all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well…Greet also the church in their house…Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus…All the churches of Christ greet you.  (vv. 1, 4, 5, 10, 16)

2.  People who ______________________________.

Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia…Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord.  Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ…Rufus, chosen in the Lord…and all the saints who are with them.  (vv. 5, 8, 13, 15)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.





  -1 Peter 1:3-5

3.  People who ___________ and ___________ for one another.

I commend to you our sister Phoebe…help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well.  Greet Prisca and Aquila…who risked their necks for my life…Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as well.  (vv. 1-4, 13)

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison…he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying.  And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer.  Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the gate.  They said to her, “You are out of your mind…”




       -Acts 12:6, 12-15

4.  People who share a __________________ and serve the Lord _________________________.
Phoebe…has been a patron of many and of myself as well…Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus…to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well…Mary, who has worked hard for you…Andronicus and Junia…my fellow prisoners…Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ…those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa.  Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord.  







        (vv. 1-4, 7-9, 12)

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel…

        -Philippians 1:27
5.  People who have set aside some to _________________.

Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae…Prisca and Aquila…Greet also the church in their house…Andronicus and Junia…are well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me.  (vv. 1, 3-5, 7)

…appoint elders in every town as I directed you – if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination.  For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach.  He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined.  He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.





     -Titus 1:5-9 

6.  People who _________________________________.

Phoebe…help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well.  Prisca and Aquila…risked their necks for my life…Mary, who has worked hard for you…Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord.  Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as well.  (vv. 1-2, 3-4, 6, 12-13)

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.




 -1 Corinthians 12:4-7

7.  People who come from _______________________________.

Phoebe…Prisca and Aquila…Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen…my kinsman Herodion…those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus…the beloved Persis…Rufus…also his mother…Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with them.  Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.  (vv. 1, 3, 7, 11, 12-15)

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility…


     -Ephesians 2:13-14
8.  People who behave as a _________________.

…our sister Phoebe…that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you…who risked their necks for my life…Greet my beloved Epaenetus…my beloved Stachys…Greet the beloved Persis…Greet one another with a holy kiss.  All the churches of Christ greet you.  




          (vv. 1-2, 4, 5, 9, 12, 16)

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God…







          -Ephesians 2:19
NEXT WEEK:  iBelieve…Every Life Matters
Legend:

Church is a cathedral.
Church as a protector of tradition.

Church as an institution.

Church as an entertainment venue.

Church as a place to be anonymous.

Church as a place to receive.

1.  People

2.  People who follow Jesus.

3.  People who know and care for one another.

4.  People who share a mission and serve the Lord together.

5.  People who have set aside some to lead.

6.  People who serve one another.

7.  People who come from different backgrounds.

8.  People who behave as a family.
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