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The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.  Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching, for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck. (Proverbs 1:8-9)
WISDOM IS…the art of being ________________ in life where I form a plan to gain the result I desire.

KNOWLEDGE IS…
the awareness of who God is and what God says is _____________________.
UNDERSTANDING IS…a perception of the _______________ about God and His wisdom that leads me to obey.

THE GOAL OF PARENTING IS…for our children to become ___________ who walk with God and according to His wisdom.

PRINCIPLES FOR PARENTING

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6)

1. Embrace your ___________ as a parent.

…a child left to himself brings shame to his mother. (Proverbs 29:15)

· Be ________________________.

You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. (Deuteronomy 11:19)

· Parenting should be __________________ - time is limited.

Discipline your children while you still have the chance; indulging them destroys them. (Proverbs 19:18) (The Message)

· Parenting should be focused on developing __________________, not _________________.

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him. (Proverbs 22:15)

2. Constantly ___________ your children the truth of God’s Word.

· First, discipline __________________.

The righteous who walks in his integrity – blessed are his children after him! (Proverbs 20:7)

· Leaving your children to ___________________ is a mistake.

The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, and he is held fast in the cords of his sin.  He dies for lack of discipline, and because of his great folly he is led astray. (Proverbs 5:22-23)

There is a way that seems right to man, but its end is the way of death. (Proverbs 14:12)

· Powerful parenting comes when your ____________ and ________________ are aligned.

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. (Deuteronomy 6:7)

· Lead your children to love the ________________.

…that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2:2-3)

3. Diligently __________________ your children when they do wrong.

Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will not die.  If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol. (Proverbs 23:13-14)

· Discipline should be ________________.

Don’t be afraid to correct your young ones; a spanking won’t kill them. (Proverbs 23:13) (The Message)

· Discipline should be an expression of ___________.

For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching a light, and the reproofs of discipline are the way of life… (Proverbs 6:23)

A refusal to correct is a refusal of love; love your children by disciplining them. (Proverbs 13:24) (The Message)

· Discipline should be ______________________ and __________________.

He who spares the rod of discipline hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines diligently and punishes him early. (Proverbs 13:24) (AMP)

4. Don’t _______________ your children.

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. (Colossians 3:21)

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger [do not exasperate them to the point of resentment with demands that are trivial or unreasonable or humiliating or abusive; nor by showing favoritism or indifference to any of them], but bring them up [tenderly, with lovingkindness] in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4) (AMP)

· Be ___________.

· Be ___________.

· Be ___________.

· Be ______________.

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” (Romans 8:15)

Next Week in GROWING IN WISDOM: Wisdom for Marriage (Proverbs 31:21-23)
WEEKLY READING PLAN:  Book of Matthew

Sunday – Matthew 13:34-35
Monday – Matthew 13:36-43
Tuesday – Matthew 13:44-46
Wednesday – Matthew 13:47-50
Thursday – Matthew 13:51-53
Friday – Matthew 13:54-58
Legend:

WISDOM IS…the art of being successful in life where I form a plan to gain the result I desire.
KNOWLEDGE IS…the awareness of who God is and what God says is true and right.

UNDERSTANDING IS…a perception of the information about God and His wisdom that leads me to obey.

THE GOAL OF PARENTING IS…for our children to become adults who walk with God and according to His wisdom.

1.  Embrace your role as a parent.

Be actively involved.

Parenting should be intentional – time is limited.

Parenting should be focused on developing character, not conformity.

2.  Constantly teach your children the truth of God’s Word.

First, discipline yourself.

Leaving your children to figure it out is a mistake.

Powerful parenting comes when your example and explanation are aligned.

Lead your children to love the fellowship.

3.  Diligently discipline your children when they do wrong.

Discipline should be painful.

Discipline should be an expression of love.

Discipline should be intentional and consistent.

4.  Don’t provoke your children.

Be just.

Be fair.

Be clear.

Be loving.
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