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UNITED STATES HISTORY 

 

SECTION II 

 

Total Time – 1 hour and 40 minutes 

 

 Question 1 (Document-Based Question)  

Suggested reading and writing time: 1 hour 

 

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes writing your response. 

Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over. 

 

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents.  The documents have been edited for the purpose 

of this exercise.   

 

 

In your response you should do the following: 

• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning. 

• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

• Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least six documents. 

• Use at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents) 

relevant to an argument about the prompt. 

• For at least three documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, historical 

situation, and/or audience is relevant to an argument. 

• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVISED DBQ 
(2005) 
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1. Evaluate the extent to which the American Revolution led to changes in American society 

between 1776 and 1800. 

 
 

Document 1 
 

Source:  Woodcut of Patriot woman, Marblehead, MA, 1779 (New York Historical Society) 
 

 

 
Document 2 

 

Source:  Message to Congress from the Chickasaw Chiefs, July 1783. 
 
When our great father the King of England called away his warriors, he told us to take your 
People by the hand as friends and brothers…. It makes our hearts rejoice to find that our great 
father, and his children the Americans have at length made peace, which we wish may continue 
as long as the Sun and Moon.  And to find that our Brothers the Americans are inclined to 
take us by the hand, and smoke with us at the great fire, which we hope will never be 
extinguished. 
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Document 3 
 

Source:  Statutes at Large of Virginia, 1786. 
 
Be it enacted by the general Assembly, that no man shall be compelled to frequent or support 
any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever… but that all men shall be free to profess, 
and by argument to maintain, their opinion in matters of religion. 

 
Document 4 

 

Source:  Medal of the Philadelphia Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, 1786. 
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Document 5 
 

Source:  Letter from Abigail Adams to Thomas Jefferson, 1787. 
 
With regard to the tumults in my native state, which you inquired about, I wish I could say that 
report had exaggerated them.  It is too true Sir, that they have been carried to so alarming a 
height as to stop the courts of justice in several counties.  Ignorant, ruthless desperados, 
without conscience or principles, have led a deluded multitude to follow their standard, under 
pretense of grievances which have no existence but in their imaginations.  Some of them were 
crying out for a paper currency, some for an equal distribution of property. 

 
Document 6 

 

Source:  An Ordinance for the Government of the Territory of the United States Northwest of the River Ohio, 
1787. 
 
Article 6th.  There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted:  
Provided, always, That any person escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is 
lawfully claimed in any one of the original States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and 
conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid. 

 
Document 7 

 

Source:  Molly Wallace, valedictory address, Young Ladies’ Academy of Philadelphia, 1792. 
 
What then must my situation be, when my sex, my youth and inexperience all conspire to 
make me tremble at the task which I have undertaken?  But the friendly encouragement, 
which I behold in almost every countenance, enables me to overcome difficulties that would 
otherwise be insurmountable.  With some, however, it has been made a question, whether we 
ought ever to appear in so public a manner.  Our natural timidity, the domestic situation to 
which, by nature and custom we seem destined, are urged as arguments against what I now 
have undertaken:  Many sarcastical observations have been handed out against female oratory:  
But to what do they amount?  Do they not plainly inform us, that, because we are females, we 
ought therefore to be deprived of what is perhaps the most effectual means of acquiring a 
just, natural and graceful delivery?  No one will pretend to deny, that we should be taught to 
read in the best manner.  And if to read, why not to speak? 

 
 
 

END OF DOCUMENTS FOR QUESTION 1



 

 

APUSH DBQ RUBRIC 
Updated July 2017 

Name: ____________________ 
 

DBQ: ____________________ 
 
 

CONTEXTUALIZATION 
 

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  

The response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or 
processes that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the question. This point is not 
awarded for merely a phrase or a reference. 

 
 

 

 

THESIS / CLAIM 

Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim  
that establishes a line of reasoning.  

The thesis must make a claim that responds to the prompt, rather than merely restating or rephrasing 
the prompt. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the 
introduction or the conclusion. 

 
 

 

 

DOCUMENTS, EVIDENCE, & ANALYSIS 
 

 

 DESCRIBES SUPPORTS EXPLAINS Accurately DESCRIBES the content of 
at least THREE documents to address 
the topic of the prompt. Quotes are 
insufficient to earn this point. 

 
Doc __    

Doc __     

Doc __    SUPPORTS an argument in response 
to the prompt using at least SIX 
documents. These documents should 
meet (and exceed) the standard set for the 
description point. 

 
Doc __    

Doc __     

Doc __    For at least THREE documents, 
EXPLAINS HOW or WHY the 
document’s point of view, purpose, 
historical situation, and/or audience 
is relevant to an argument.  

 
Doc __    

  
 

Uses at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence  
(beyond that found in the documents) relevant to an argument about the prompt.  

The response must describe the evidence and must use more than a phrase or reference.  
This additional piece of evidence must be different from the evidence used to earn the  
point for contextualization. 

 
 

 

 

Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that 

is the focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or 

modify an argument that addresses the question.  

The response must demonstrate a complex understanding, which must be part of the argument and not 
merely a phrase or reference. This could include: 

 
 

 

• Explaining nuance by analyzing multiple variables 

• Explaining both similarity and difference, both continuity and change, or 
multiple causes, or both causes and effects 

• Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across periods 

TOTAL 
POINTS: 

 

/ 7 
 

• Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple perspectives across themes 

• Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views or evidence 

 

 Based on DBQ guidelines released by the College Board July 2017. 

For more materials, visit www.tomrichey.net. 

http://www.tomrichey.net/the-new-apush-dbq.html

