
   

  

Statement of proposed use and description of the project 
 
Valspar, Inc. is proposing to consolidate their North American Research and Test Lab capabilities 
into one campus to be named the Valspar Applied Science and Technology (VAST) Center. This 
campus is comprised of four (4) buildings centered on the intersection of 11th Avenue South and 
3rd street South in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Buildings 1 through 3 are now utilized by Valspar for 
laboratories and office support space. Building #4 is vacant and was formerly known and used as 
the Administration Building by Valspar. This specific project for Valspar involves the restoration 
and reuse of Building #4 located at 1101 3rd Avenue south in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Valspar 
proposes to reuse the facility by building out research and test laboratories in the 3-story portion 
and office support and storage functions in the 5-story portion in a proposed multi-phase build-out. 
Building #4” is in reality comprised of two adjoining buildings. The first is a 5-story building that 
was constructed in 1903 with a wood timber structural frame, wood decking and load bearing 
masonry exterior walls. This building incorporates 88,266 GSF. The second is a 3-story building 
that was constructed in 1912 and has a poured in place concrete framing system, one way 
concrete slabs and a load-bearing masonry exterior. This building incorporates 82,374 GSF. A 
common load-bearing masonry wall separates the two buildings which include openings that pass 
between the two buildings. This wall was the former exterior east wall of the 5-story building 
before the 1912 addition. Each of the buildings floor plates from the Lower Level through Level 3 
align with each other for a contiguous floor plate.  

Valspar Sign Variance Application 01-2014



Valspar Sign Variance Application 01-2014



Valspar Sign Variance Application 01-2014



Valspar Sign Variance Application 01-2014



Preserving Historic Signs 

Historic signs can contribute to the character of build
ings and districts. They can also be valued in them
selves, quite apart from the buildings to which they 
may be attached. However, any program to preserve 
historic signs must recognize the challenges they 
present. These challenges are not for the most part 
technical. Sign preservation is more likely to involve 
aesthetic concerns and to generate community debate. 
Added to these concerns are several community goals 
that often appear to conflict: retaining diverse elements 
from the past, encouraging artistic expression in new 
signs, zoning for aesthetic concerns, and reconciling 
business requirements with preservation. 

Preserving historic signs is not always easy. But the 
intrinsic merit of many signs, as well as their contribu
tion to the overall character of a place, make the effort 
worthwhile. Observing the guidelines given below can 
help preserve both business and history. 

Retaining Historic Signs 

Retain historic signs whenever possible, particularly 
when they are: 
• associated with historic figures, events or places (Fig. 

10). 
• significant as evidence of the history of the product, 

business or service advertised (Fig. 11). 
• significant as reflecting the history of the building or 

10. This fading sign was painted in Baltimore in 1931 or 1932. It survives 
from the campaign to enact the 21st Amendment to the United States Con
stitution, which repealed Prohibition. Such fading brick wall signs are 
known as "ghost signs. " Photo: Thomas C. Jester. 

the development of the historic district. A sign may 
be the only indicator of a building's historic use (Fig. 
12). 

• characteristic of a specific historic period, such as 
gold leaf on glass, neon, or stainless steel lettering. 

• integral to the building'S design or physical fabric, as 
when a sign is part of a storefront made of Carrara 
glass or enamel panels, or when the name of the 
historic firm or the date are rendered in stone, metal 

a 

b 

11. (a) Signs for Bull Durham Tobacco once covered walls all over the coun
try. (b) Similarly, Simple Simon and the Pie Man appeared on Howard 
Johnson signs nationwide. This one has been moved to a shop for repair. 
Photos: (a) Jack Boucher, HABS; (b) Len Davidson. 
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or tile (Fig. 13). In such cases, removal can harm the 
integrity of a historic property's design, or cause sig
nificant damage to its materials. 

• outstanding examples of the signmaker's art, whether 
because of their excellent craftsmanship, use of mate
rials, or design (Fig. 14). 

• local landmarks, that is, signs recognized as popular 
focal points in a community (Fig. 15). 

12. The sign on this historic building gives important information about its 
past. Photo: Thomas C. Jester. 

13. Historic signs were often built into a property-and often under foot. 
Photo: Richard Wagner, National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
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• elements important in defining the character of a 
district, such as marquees in a theater district. 

Maintaining and Repairing Historic Signs 

Maintenance of historic signs is essential for their long
term preservation. Sign maintenance involves periodic 
inspections for evidence of damage and deterioration. 

14. This Ogden, Utah , sign is a superb example of neon. Photo: deTeel 
Patterson Tiller. 

15. The sign for the Busy Bee Cafe is well-known throughout Dubuque, 
Iowa. Photo: National Park Service, Rocky Mountain Regional Office. 
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Valspar South Elevation - Existing PhotoValspar Sign Variance Application 01-2014
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