Ralph Todd’s arguments about road bridges, including traffic implications (extracted from his submission on Bexley’s ‘Growth vision’ leaflet, September 2014): 

___________________________________

Finally, and in addition to all the above, I would like Theresa O’Neill and Gareth Bacon to personally address the next item – that of the river crossing –not one but two proposals.

I have responded to the Growth strategy consultation as best I could but despite all the words in the glossy brochure, what the consultation is really all about is the river crossing  with one question about general transport infrastructure – no opportunity to comment about housing, business development, retail or the natural environment,  just one of two options for a bridge. 

The consultation is hugely biased in the direction of assumed need to concrete over yet more of the Borough and provide a bridge. By the time one gets to questions 6 and 7 it is obvious you have assumed everyone must be in favour of one of the bridges because one is asked to approve positive statements and prioritise them, no space/opportunity within those questions to state “neither option” and in question 7 if you tick “other” there is no opportunity to make a suggestion - not when I was completing the on-line form anyway. . Even the brochure cover is biased towards a fancy bridge – but at least you do show how many boxes you intend to build and concrete laid on the wildlife rich, open spaces along the river. Nothing left for your voters to enjoy – perhaps you’ll encourage them to cross the Bridge to RSPB Rainham Marshes reserve. A real vision might be to promote the green corridors that Rainham and the Crayford/Erith/Dartford Marshes and the River Thames could provide for a healthy environment for people and wildlife.

Councillor O’Neill, on the 21st July 2011 you sat alongside Mayor Boris Johnson (and others) at an invitation/public meeting at Bexleyheath School where the Mayor, in answer to a question about River Crossings gave an absolute assurance that having already scrapped the Livingstone plan there was “no way under his mayoral leadership would there be a river crossing in Bexley” (I have written separately to him about this as part of the Tfl consultation). You sat there and agreed.  On 21st January 2013 the following appeared on the Bexley web-site http://www.bexley.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=15343 “Don’t let the bridge back in”. I seem to recall you having your picture taken at the top of Knee Hill to substantiate your stance.

Councillor Bacon I was heartened by your message :http://www.bexley.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=11645&p=0 particularly as you clearly recognised the inevitable “gridlock and delays” associated with a river crossing but do wonder exactly what you were referring to with the statement “getting the river link we really need” – can you expand please if you really do wish to “say NO to local gridlock and delays” .

Now I would like to know how you justify even allowing Tfl to suggest not one but two river crossing in the Borough. I suspect you might take the view the Tfl man took with me this morning (at the roadshow) that this isn’t such a “grand scheme”. Really?  At what point is a bridge not a bridge? As he conceded to me, he doubts any person from Tfl has ever tried to drive around Bexley between the hours of 7.30-9.30am or 3.30-7pm and realises just how congested the existing roads are. The school run is a serious factor but not so much as traffic trying to get to major roads, A2 and A20. I had hoped my own Councillors would have experience of this but clearly none of them do, otherwise they wouldn’t be contemplating bringing in even more traffic into the Borough. I further suspect you’ll try and suggest that these bridges will direct traffic onto the A2016 but as we know full well, and the man from Tfl tried to explain, the prime objective will be to get the traffic as quickly as possible onto the A2 (and I’d suggest A20/M25) – that’s my issue in a nutshell. When the traffic analysis was carried out for the previous bridge proposal all surveying seemed to end around the top of Knee Hill/Brampton Road – absolutely no work along the North Cray Road, Gravel Hill, The Broadway, Erith Road. I offer any Bexley Councillor the same opportunity as I gave Tfl – join me any day of any week (outside school holidays) at 8am or 6pm and let’s take a drive from the A2016 to the A20 – any route you suggest. Additionally let’s stand on the River wall at Crayfordness any time of day and look across to the Dartford River Crossing and just look at the number of trucks that cross in any two hour period and contemplate what happens to Bexley if even a small percentage of those decide to use an alternative bridge.

Two final points re the River crossing – you might try and the man from Tfl did to tell me these bridge proposal are not as big as the Livingstone bridge, that just doesn’t stack up. It is a fact that more roads equal more traffic and it is also a fact that Bexley’s air quality is falling short of required standards – more traffic will certainly negate any good work the Council is attempting to do to improve air quality but will certainly send it back into a serious negative state.

I would also like to invite you and your colleagues on Bexley Council to join me and others in the Borough who really do care about Bexley and who are interested in the health and well-being of its residents and show you how important all those supposed “industrial/waste land” areas in the North of the Borough are for opportunities to walk, cycle and enjoy some of the most fantastic, not to mention in some cases, nationally or London wide important reas for wildlife, wild places and habitats.

I am sending this to SPandTteam as part of my response to the consultation along with copies to my own ward Councillors and the current Cabinet member for Environment and Leisure but await with interest your own responses to the specific points raised.

I am very disappointed and disillusioned by your change of heart regarding the bridge and your extremely poor vision for growth in Bexley. The Conservative Party long ago gave up any hope of retaining (even gaining) a reputation for being the “greenest government ever” and you have just demonstrated locally why that is.

Yours sincerely

Ralph Todd  (also on behalf of Mrs Brenda Todd)

Copied to Councillor Don Massey (Cabinet Member for Environment)

Christchurch Ward Councillors Roy Ashmole, John Fuller, Brad Smith. 
