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“Do you want to be well?”
John 5:1-9
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SOME OF JESUS’ SAYINGS ARE ‘TOUGH’ BECAUSE WE DON’T UNDERSTAND WHAT HE IS ALL ABOUT.
Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades.  In these lay a multitude of invalids – blind, lame, and paralyzed.  (vv. 2-3)

· Confusion about Jesus is often the result of the _______________________________________.

…you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
         -Acts 1:8

· Confusion about Jesus is often the result of __________ _________________________________.

Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.


-Matthew 7:21

· Confusion about Jesus is often the result of __________ ________________________________________.

And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’  For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”



       -Matthew 9:11-13

SOME OF JESUS’ SAYINGS ARE ‘TOUGH’ BECAUSE WE DON’T WANT TO CHANGE.

One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?”  (vv. 5-6)

· We don’t want to be healed because ________________ _____________________.

· We don’t want to be healed because ________________ _____________________.
· We don’t want to be healed because of ______________ _________________.

· We don’t want to be healed because of our __________.

· We don’t want to be healed because we haven’t _______ __________________________.

SOME SAYINGS OF JESUS ARE ‘TOUGH’ BECAUSE WE DON’T LIKE THE UNCERTAINTY OF FAITH.

The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.”  Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.”  And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.  (vv. 7-9)

· A living faith is ______________________________.

…let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith…




         -Hebrews 12:1-2

· A living faith ___________________________________.

Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer.  But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.







          -1 Peter 3:10-12

· A living faith ________________________________.

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”




          -Matthew 16:24
Legend:

Confusion about Jesus is often the result of the hypocrisy of his followers.

Confusion about Jesus is often the result of not having surrendered to his authority.

Confusion about Jesus is often the result of not understanding what He is all about.

We don’t want to be healed because we are in denial.

We don’t want to be healed because we like what we are doing.

We don’t want to be healed because of our pride.

We don’t want to be healed because of fear.

We don’t want to be healed because we haven’t hit bottom yet.

A living faith is focused on Jesus.

A living faith leaves the past behind.

A living faith rises to follow.
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