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The theme of THE BOOK OF ACTS:

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

The theme of FAITHBRIDGE CHURCH:

_____________________________________________
On a scale of 1-10 (1=limited interest; 10=highly motivated), what is your passion to see others come to know Christ? _____

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PAUL’S LIFE?
Paul before King Agrippa and Bernice (Acts 25:13-27)

Paul’s defense before King Agrippa (Acts 26:1-11)

Paul’s attempt to persuade King Agrippa (Acts 26:12-32)

HOW WOULD I PERSUADE SOMEONE TO FOLLOW CHRIST?

In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian? (Acts 26:18)

A passion to persuade flows from a right __________________.

So on the next day King Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they entered the audience hall with the military tribunes and the prominent men of the city.  Then, at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. (Acts 25:23)

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. (2 Corinthians 5:11)

A passion to persuade includes a ____________________ explanation.

I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am going to make my defense today against all the accusations of the Jews, especially because you are familiar with all the customs and controversies of the Jews.  Therefore I beg you to listen to me patiently. (Acts 26:2-3)

…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect… (1 Peter 3:15)

A passion to persuade works in ___________________ with God.

Rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles – to whom I am sending you to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me. (Acts 26:16-18)

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 16:16-17)

A passion to persuade shares ___________________________.

To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: that the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and to the Gentiles. (Acts 26:22-23)

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Corinthians 15:3-5)

A passion to persuade means _______________ other people.

And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?”  And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become such as I am – except for these chains.” (Acts 26:28-29)

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise. (Proverbs 11:30)

A passion to persuade calls for _____________________.

King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets?  I know that you believe. (Acts 26:27)

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked the disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:13-15)

NEXT WEEK:  A Christmas Miracle (Hebrews 1:1-4)

WEEKLY READING PLAN:  Book of Matthew
Sunday – Matthew 1:1-6

Monday – Matthew 1:7-11

Tuesday – Matthew 1:12-17

Wednesday – Matthew 3:1-6

Thursday – Matthew 3:7-12

Friday – Matthew 3:13-17

Saturday – Matthew 4:1-4

Legend:

Boldly leading people to a transformed life in Christ.

A passion to persuade comes from a right view of God.
A passion to persuade includes a reasonable explanation.

A passion to persuade works in partnership with God.

A passion to persuade shares God’s story.

A passion to persuade means loving other people.

A passion to persuade calls for commitment.
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