
FOR TEACHERS AND PARENTS



Lexile Level: 940L 

Lexile Level: 1070L

Lexile Level: 1090L

Lexile Level: 1100L

This book cluster provides many opportunities to encourage 
students to dig deeper—choosing a person, invention, place, 
historical event, or time period to research further.

Students Activities: Utilizing Table of Contents and Index pages

Each of the titles in this collection has a Table of Contents,  
a Glossary, and an Index.

Explain to students that informational or non-fiction books 
have features to help you find information, such as a Table of 
Contents and Index. Point out that the Table of Contents comes 
at the beginning of the books. The Table of Contents identifies 
headings for each of the sections and provides the page each 
section starts on. The Index is located at the back of the book 
and tells what page specific information can be found on. 
The Glossary identifies words that may be new to the reader 
and provides a definition, acting as a mini dictionary. 

Use the provided worksheets for each title and instruct students 
to use the Table of Contents, Index, and Glossary to assist them 
in completing the sheet.

All Around America

American Inventors & Innovators

Amazing America

Great Americans
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 ALL AROUND AMERICA: EXPLORING THE UNITED STATES AND ITS TERRITORIES

Show students the back cover of All Around America–Exploring the United States and its Territories.
 
Point out to students how the book’s designer has used words, drawings, and photographs to illustrate highlights of 
many of the states. 

Give students a copy of the All Around America map worksheet and a larger piece of poster board.

Have students glue their map in the center of the board.

Explain to students that they are going to design their own map of the United States in the style of the book’s back 
cover, identifying each state not by its name, but using a drawn image, photo, or single word to highlight a feature of 
the state. 

Encourage students to use the book All Around America, referring to both the Table of Contents and Index to find 
each state. 

You may encourage students to dig deeper with outside resources—books, magazines and the Internet—to find 
additional information about each state. 

Students should first plan their map with rough notes, creating a list of states and noting features they may want use 
for each. 

Once they have completed the planning list of state features, students can enjoy finding the right illustration and adding 
it to the map, using arrows, squiggle lines, or drawing on the particular state.
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AMERICAN INVENTORS & INNOVATORS

Using the Table of Contents and Index in the book, answer the following questions:

Using the Table of Contents in this book, choose a topic that interests you and write a question of your own. 

NAME: ________________________________________________

1. Who invented frozen food?

2. What did Stephanie Kwolek invent?

3. What were the first snowboards called?

4. When did Benjamin Franklin invent the lightning rod?

5. What did Chester Greenwood invent when he was 15 years old?

6. Where were the inventors of cotton candy from?

7. How did Isaac Singer get people’s attention when he was selling sewing machines?

8. What did Edward and Clarence Scott invent?

9. When was basketball invented?

10. What was the first space shuttle called?



AMAZING AMERICA: AN ADVENTURE INTO AMERICAN HISTORY

Using the Table of Contents and Index in the book, answer the following questions:

Using the Table of Contents in this book, choose a period in American History that interests you and write a 
question of your own. 

NAME: ________________________________________________

1. Where did the Lewis and Clark Expedition begin?

2. When did World War II begin?

3. How old was Rosa Parks when she sparked the Civil Rights Movement in 1955?

4. When was the Battle of Trenton?

5. What company invented TV dinners?

6. What country was the United States’ opponent in the Cold War?

7. When was The Declaration of Independence signed?

8. What expression was started with President Martin Van Buren?

9. What was Wyatt Earp’s role in the Wild West?

10. Where did Orville and Wilbur Wright fly their first homemade airplane?



GREAT AMERICANS

Using the Table of Contents and Index in the book, answer the following questions:

Using the Table of Contents in this book, choose a topic that interests you and write a question of your own. 

NAME: ________________________________________________

1. What color was William Clark’s hair?

2. Who was the first American woman in space?

3. What stellar event occurred the year Mark Twain was born?

4. What English Queen did Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show perform for?

5. What toy did Theodore Roosevelt inspire?

6. What company did Thomas Edison start?

7. What was Louis Armstrong’s nickname?

8. What famous American author befriended Helen Keller?

9. Before focusing on basketball, what three sports did Michael Jordan play?

10. What word did Ulysses Grant’s initials spell?



ANSWER KEYS



AMERICAN INVENTORS & INNOVATORS - ANSWER KEY

Using the Table of Contents and Index in the book, answer the following questions:

Using the Table of Contents in this book, choose a topic that interests you and write a question of your own. 

NAME: ________________________________________________

1. Who invented frozen food?

2. What did Stephanie Kwolek invent?

3. What were the first snowboards called?

4. When did Benjamin Franklin invent the lightning rod?

5. What did Chester Greenwood invent when he was 15 years old?

6. Where were the inventors of cotton candy from?

7. How did Isaac Singer get people’s attention when he was selling sewing machines?

8. What did Edward and Clarence Scott invent?

9. When was basketball invented?

10. What was the first space shuttle called?

Clarence Birdseye invented frozen food.

Stephanie Kwolek invented a fiber called “Kevlar.”

When first invented, snowboards were called “snurfers.”

Benjamin Franklin invented the lightning rod in 1749.

Chester Greenwood invented earmuffs.

They were from Nashville.

They invented toilet paper.

Isaac Singer would sing while selling sewing machines.

Basketball was invented in 1891.

The first space shuttle was called Columbia.



AMAZING AMERICA: AN ADVENTURE INTO AMERICAN HISTORY - ANSWER KEY

Using the Table of Contents and Index in the book, answer the following questions:

Using the Table of Contents in this book, choose a period in American History that interests you and write a 
question of your own. 

NAME: ________________________________________________

1. Where did the Lewis and Clark Expedition begin?

2. When did World War II begin?

3. How old was Rosa Parks when she sparked the Civil Rights Movement in 1955?

4. When was the Battle of Trenton?

5. What company invented TV dinners?

6. What country was the United States’ opponent in the Cold War?

7. When was The Declaration of Independence signed?

8. What expression was started with President Martin Van Buren?

9. What was Wyatt Earp’s role in the Wild West?

10. Where did Orville and Wilbur Wright fly their first homemade airplane?

The expedition began in St. Louis.

World War II began on September 1, 1939.

Rosa Parks was forty-three in 1955.

The Battle of Trenton was on Christmas Day in 1776.

The Swanson company invented TV dinners.

The United States’ opponent was The Soviet Union.

The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776.

The expression “O.K.”

Wyatt Earp was a sheriff.

Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.



Mark Twain.

GREAT AMERICANS - ANSWER KEY

Using the Table of Contents and Index in the book, answer the following questions:

Using the Table of Contents in this book, choose a topic that interests you and write a question of your own. 

NAME: ________________________________________________

1. What color was William Clark’s hair?

2. Who was the first American woman in space?

3. What stellar event occurred the year Mark Twain was born?

4. What English Queen did Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show perform for?

5. What toy did Theodore Roosevelt inspire?

6. What company did Thomas Edison start?

7. What was Louis Armstrong’s nickname?

8. What famous American author befriended Helen Keller?

9. Before focusing on basketball, what three sports did Michael Jordan play?

10. What word did Ulysses Grant’s initials spell?

William Clark had red hair.

Sally Ride.

Halley’s Comet was in the sky.

Queen Victoria.

The Teddy Bear.

General Electric or G.E.

“Satchmo,” which was short for “Satchelmouth.” 

Football, baseball, and basketball.

“HUG.”


