BIG LOVE Changes Everything
1 John 2:1-6/1 Corinthians 13:4-8
Sunday, February 2, 2014
Dr. Paul White, Senior Pastor
What we mean when we say…I LOVE_____________.
Webster’s Dictionary:

a feeling of strong or constant 




affection for a person

Bible Dictionary:

affectionate regard, goodwill,




benevolence; God’s willful direction 




toward man that involves God doing 




what He knows is best and not 




necessarily what man desires

· Our definition of love is essentially about having our ________________________.

· God’s definition of love is essentially about meeting the needs of the ___________________________.

What God means when He says…I Love You.

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends.  







 -1 Corinthians 13:4-8  
LOVE IS…



LOVE IS NOT…

__________________________
________________________

__________________________
________________________

__________________________
________________________

__________________________
________________________

__________________________
________________________

__________________________
________________________

__________________________
________________________

__________________________
________________________
ASK YOURSELF:

· Which of these two lists is most common to our world?


· How often have you experienced the BIG LOVE that God describes?

· What would your life be like if you experienced BIG LOVE every day?

· What would it take for you to give away BIG LOVE every day?

What it should mean to say…I Know God.

I’m not perfect, but I am _____________________ that I am forgiven and loved.  (vv. 1-2)
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence.
          -Ephesians 3:12 (NLT)
Once I receive God’s love,  I am changed and now want to please Him.  (vv. 3-4)
And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.  Whoever says, “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
If you love me, you will keep my commandments.








   -Jesus in John 14:15
My desire to obey Jesus’ commands proves I have received His ________________________.  (v. 5a)

…but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected.

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this:  that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.







           -2 Corinthians 5:14-15
When I say “I follow Jesus” that means…__________.

By this we may know that we are in him:  whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.









  -1 John 2:5-6
NEXT WEEK:
BIG LOVE requires we hate some things.




1 John 2:15-17; 5:1-5/John 14:15
Legend:
Patient



Envious
Kind



Boastful

Rejoices with the truth

Arrogant

Bears all things


Rude

Believes all things

Insists on its own way

Hopes all things


Irritable

Endures all things

Resentful

Never ending


Rejoices at wrongdoing

I’m not perfect, but I am confident that I am forgiven and loved.

My desire to obey Jesus’ commands proves I have received His BIG LOVE.

When I say, “I follow Jesus” that means…BIG LOVE.
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