


1 .  I N T R O D U C T I O N
 
Thank you for choosing Graphite!
 
Designed by Acustica with N4 library developer 
SoundDrops (http://sounddrops.it/), the Graphi-
te bass amp emulator is fully endorsed by GR 
Bass (https://www.grbass.com/), the innovative 
and dynamic Italian manufacturer of bass ampli-
fiers and cabinets. This is the first Acqua Plugin 
product in VST, VST3, AAX, AU format fully de-
dicated to the needs of bassists and is without 
a doubt one of the most authentic and modern 
sounding bass amp plugins that you will find on 
the market today. 
 
The challenge was to faithfully recreate the sound 
of the GR Bass One head in combination with the 
AT 212 bass cabinet, both produced by GR Bass. 
The GR Bass One head is designed according to 
their ‘PURE SOUND’ philosophy, producing a rea-
listic sound with natural transparency. The AT 212 
bass cabinet is the lightest 2x12’’ cab available in 
the world: it is part of the revolutionary AeroTech 
series, and an example of the incredible technical 
advancement that GR Bass has achieved with its 
Carbon Fiber cabinet line.

Thanks to its intuitive single-screen interface, 
whatever musical style you are playing, finger-
style, pick or slap, this plug-in will adapt, provi-
ding you with the pure sound and punch of the 
GR Bass ONE head and the AT 212 cabinet, for a 
huge amount of ultra-solid bass tones ready for 
any genre! For any further tuning and sculpting of 
your sound, please don’t forget to use the power-
ful 4-band equaliser, then add to the output mix 
any dose you like of your D.I. signal by using the 
relevant controls at your disposal.
Graphite is accurately tuned with enough power 
to shake your studio from the ground up!
 
To get the most out of Graphite, please read this 
user manual carefully.
All other product names and trademarks are pro-
perty of their respective owners, which are in 
no way associated or affiliated with Acusticau-
dio SRL. Product names are used solely for the 
purpose of identifying the specific products that 
were studied during Acustica’s sound sampling 
and modeling; the use of these names do not im-
ply any endorsement or collaboration.

2 .  W H A T  Y O U  G E T
 
Graphite includes:

• An emulation of the GR ONE bass head.

• An emulation of the AT 212 (2x12”) bass carbon 
fiber cabinet sampled with four different classic 
microphones, expertly selected and placed.

The Graphite plugin comes in a standard version 
and an alternative ‘ZL’ (zero latency) version which 
is suitable for use when tracking with less laten-
cy, at the cost of extra processing resources; the 
right choice when you need to play in real time.

2 . 1 .  K E Y  F E A T U R E S

• GR ONE Solid-state amplifier, complete with 
a powerful semi-parametric EQ section and an 
adjustable high quality D.I. output;

• Input and Output LED meters;

• AT 212 Carbon fiber cab (2x12”) captured by 
2 microphone setups which can be used indivi-
dually or in pairs, with 4 different mic models, plus 
a switchable tweeter emulation;

• Freely adjustable cab settings with independent 
mic management, closely emulating a real bass 
recording session;

• Easy-to-use graphical user interface;

• Faithful graphic reproduction of the head;

• Low CPU usage and low latency;

• Presets available, suitable for different playing 
techniques.



2 . 2 .  D E T A I L S
 
• Head features

Transparency is one of the main characteristi-
cs of the GR ONE solid-state head; It includes a 
4-band equalizer which allows you to sculpt the 
sound according to your needs, but that’s not 
all, in addition to the usual low and a high-shelf 
controls, two additional mid-band equalizers al-
low you to choose from three central frequencies 
each, and to top it all, deep and bright filters give 
you control over any extra punch and/or definition 
you might need.
 
• Cabinet features

Compared to other similar wooden cabinets on 
the market, the AT 212 (2x12’’) carbon fiber cabi-
net has better focus, sonic detail, richer tone and a 
more open sound, not to mention its much lighter 
weight. After careful design, an intense sampling 
and optimisation phase, and thanks to the inva-
luable contribution of the GR Bass team themsel-
ves, Acustica was able to effectively capture the 
essence of this cabinet with all its tonal shades, 
harnessing it all in this plug-in and offering you a 
sound as close as possible to the original.

Several design choices determined the sound 
and final characteristics of this product:

• the recording studio (https://www.elfostudio.
com), with its high-profile functional design of-
fered a really interesting live room with excellent 
acoustics and a natural and balanced reverbera-
tion in frequency response, which further enhan-
ced the great sound of the sampled equipment; 

• an effective strategy to achieve the best possi-
ble sampling;

• a careful selection of the four microphones: an 
American dynamic microphone (model 57), an 
American ribbon microphone (model R10), a Ger-
man FET condenser microphone (model 47) and 
a German dynamic microphone (model 421);

• accurately chosen microphone positions;

• an optimisation of the product in the develop-
ment phase that guarantees a low consumption 
of CPU and the possibility of interacting with the 
plugin in a natural way and with minimal latency, 
and all this without affecting the sound quality in 
any way.



3 .  O P E R A T I O N
 
Let’s delve into the explanation of each Graphite plugin control.

1- GAIN: Sets the level of the input signal entering the 
preamp.
2- LOW: Increases or reduces the gain of the low fre-
quencies of the signal.
3- MID-LOW: Increases or reduces the gain of the 
Mid-Low frequencies of the signal.
4- MID-HIGH: Increases or reduces the gain of the 
Mid-High frequencies of the signal.
5- HIGH: Increases or reduces the gain of the high 
frequencies of the signal.
6- DEEP button: Gives a deeper sound
7- BRIGHT button: Gives a brighter sound
8- MID-LOW switch: Selects the center frequency 
of the Mid-Low band; available frequencies: 185 Hz, 
375 Hz and 800 Hz.
9- MID-HIGH switch: Selects the center frequency 
of the Mid-High band; available frequencies:  600 Hz, 
1200 Hz and 1800 Hz.
10- PURE switch: Bypasses the whole EQ section; 
when activated, the LED on the top of the button is lit.
11- DI control: Adjusts the output level of the D.I. si-
gnal.
12- MASTER: Global output gain.
13- INPUT/OUTPUT LEVEL meters: Show the in-
put and output levels of the plugin.
14- PRESETS: Cick on this button to select and load 
a preset from the drop-down menu.
15- User Banks (Save your Settings): Graphite inclu-
des 4 different slots to save and reload your favorite 
settings.
First, set your controls as desired, then simply press 
the first available ‘save’ icon (     ).
To recall your settings, simply press the button asso-
ciated with the ‘save’ icon you used. 

16- MIC 1/MIC 2 button: Switches the Mic/s on or 
off.
17- MIC 1 VOLUME: Controls the level of the cabinet 
tone captured by MIC 1.
18- MIC 1 PAN: Controls the stereo placement of the 
signal captured by MIC 1.
19- MIC 2 VOLUME: Controls the level of the cabinet 
tone captured by MIC 2.
20- MIC 2 PAN: Controls the stereo placement of the 
signal captured by MIC 2.
Note:  the action of the pan controls in Graphite 
reflects the behaviour of a traditional analogue pan 
sampled from a famous ‘modern’ UK-made console.
21- MIC drop-down menu: Select a mic from 4 dif-
ferent models.

Details
• MIC n.1:
an American dynamic microphone, model 57;
• MIC n.2:
an American ribbon microphone, model R10;
• MIC n.3:
a German FET condenser microphone, model 47;
• MIC n.4:
a German dynamic microphone, model 421.

22- SIZE drop-down menu: This menu adjusts the 
whole plugin-GUI size (1x,1.5x,2x).
Select the desired resizing format from the drop-down 
menu. Close the plugin and re-open it in you DAW to 
finalize the operation.
23- TWEETER ON button: This enables the tweeter, 
adding a natural sounding extension to the high end.
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4 .  H O W  T O
D O W N L O A D , I N S T A L L , 
A N D  A U T H O R I Z E  Y O U R
P R O D U C T S
 
Acustica Audio products can be downloaded, 
installed, and authorized using the Aquarius 
Desktop application. The Aquarius Desktop ap-
plication is a free standalone application that will 
manage every step in an automatic way without 
user intervention. Download Aquarius Desktop 
Application.
www.acustica-audio.com/pages/aquarius

4 . 1 .  H O W  T O
D O W N L O A D  A  P R O D U C T
I N  A Q U A R I U S  D E S K T O P
A P P L I C A T I O N
 
To download a product using the Aquarius 
Desktop application go to the purchase page and 
select the product and format (VST2,VST3, AA-
X,AU) to install. In case you can’t find your pro-
duct on the purchase page use the search page.

4 . 2 .  H O W  T O
I N S T A L L  A  P R O D U C T
I N  A Q U A R I U S  D E S K T O P
A P P L I C A T I O N
 
The installation is done automatically by the 
Aquarius Desktop application after the downlo-
ad. As the Aquarius Desktop application creates 
a temporary file of the downloaded products, 
known as the stage area, at the moment you want 
to reinstall a product it will not be necessary to 
download it again.

4 . 3 .  H O W  T O
A U T H O R I Z E  A  P R O D U C T
I N  A Q U A R I U S  D E S K T O P
A P P L I C A T I O N
 
The authorization is done automatically by the 
Aquarius Desktop application after the product 
installation. You can manage your authorizations 
using the Aquarius Web Service.

Click here for a complete installation user guide.

http://www.acustica-audio.com/pages/aquarius
http://www.acustica-audio.com/pages/aquarius


4 . 4 .  S Y S T E M
R E Q U I R E M E N T S
 
Modern computers are powerful enough to run 
many plugins at once.

However, our technology requires more resour-
ces than algorithm-based software, so we re-
commend optimizing your system to work with 
high CPU loads and low audio latency.

Before starting the installation process, please 
confirm that your system meets the minimum sy-
stem requirements to run the plugins.

Please consult the tab down here.




