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UNDERSTANDING THE PASSAGE:
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common.  (v. 32)

And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  (v. 33)

There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  (vv. 34-35)

Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.  (vv. 36-37)

GROWING IN GENEROSITY REQUIRES:

…great grace was upon them all.  (v. 33)
1.  Continual ________________________ to God’s plan and purpose for your life.

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints – and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.





   -2 Corinthians 8:1-5

2.  A priority on ____________ within the fellowship.
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.







         -Ephesians 4:1-3

3.  A ________________________ to the fellowship.

God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.  If all were a single member, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.     -1 Corinthians 12:18-20

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.



          -Hebrews 13:17

4.  Powerful proclamation of _________________________.

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.




   -1 Corinthians 2:1-5

5.  Transformation of our relationship to ______________.

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.  They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.







    -1 Timothy 6:17-19
NEXT WEEK in ACTS: Beyond These Walls –

The Danger of Not Fearing God (Acts 5:1-16)
Legend:

1.  Continual surrender to God’s plan and purpose for your life.
2.  A priority on unity within the fellowship.

3.  A commitment to the fellowship.

4.  Powerful proclamation of God’s word.

5.  Transformation of our relationship to things.
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