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Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash. (Matthew 7:24-27)
Contrast between:

· The way of the ____________________ and the way of ________________.  Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do.  For they preach, but do not practice.  They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger.  They do all their deeds to be seen by others.” (Matthew 23:1-5)
· The _____________ and the ___________________.
Therefore everyone who  hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock…But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. (Matthew 7:24, 26)
· External __________________ and heart-felt ___________________.  And Samuel said, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22)
Certainties:  Personal _______________________ and God’s _______________________.  And he called him and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you?  Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.” (Luke 16:2)
· Reading God’s Word and attending worship are ______________________.  The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of the law. (Deuteronomy 29:29)
Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit.  A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. (Matthew 7:16-20)

· We ought to live today with the ____________________.  Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  On that day many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do mighty works in your name?”  And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” (Matthew 7:21-23)
· Jesus spoke with ___________________...for a reason.  And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. (Matthew 7:28-29)
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11)

Challenge:  Do the work of __________________.

· Dig deep to __________________ yourself.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:8)
· Dig deep to make _________________________.  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it – not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it – they will be blessed in what they do. (James 1:22-25)
· Dig deep to ________________________.  Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the voice of his servant?  Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God. (Isaiah 50:10)
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. (John 14:15)
NEXT WEEK:  OVERFLOW OF LOVE:  How Do We Love All People?
WEEKLY READING PLAN:  Book of Matthew
Sunday – Matthew 8:18-22
Monday – Matthew 8:23-27
Tuesday – Matthew 8:28-34
Wednesday – Matthew 9:1-8
Thursday – Matthew 9:9-13
Friday – Matthew 9:14-17
Saturday – Matthew 9:18-19; 23-26
Legend:

The way of the Pharisees and the way of Jesus.
The wise and the foolish.

External religion and heart-felt obedience.

Personal responsibility and God’s judgment.

Reading God’s Word and attending worship are dangerous.

We ought to live with the end in mind.

Jesus spoke with authority…for a reason.

Do the work of obedience.

Dig deep to humble yourself.

Dig deep to make hard choices.

Dig deep to trust God.
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