Powerful Prayer Is Required
Ephesians 3:14-21
Sunday, May 31, 2015
Dr. Paul White, Senior Pastor

We must make prayer our ______________________________ rather than our ____________________________.
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named… (vv. 14-15)

By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not return: “To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.”
  –Isaiah 45:23

We must rely on God each day.

1.  We need God to ____________________________.

…that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith… (v. 16-17a)

May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy…   -Colossians 1:11

2.  We need God to _______________________________.

…that you, being rooted and grounded in love… (v. 17b)

I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.




   -Jesus in John 17:26

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.


         -Ephesians 5:1-2

3.  We need God to ________________________________.

…may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge… (v. 18-19a)
…that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.







       –Philippians 3:10

4.  We need God to _________________________.

…that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (v. 19b)

…until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ…we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

           -Ephesians 4:13, 15-16

We must not lose sight of what is _________________________.
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.  Amen. (vv. 20-21)
NEXT WEEK in ACTS: Beyond These Walls –

Are you working with God or against Him? (Acts 5:17-42)
Legend:

We must make prayer our first priority rather than our last resort.
1.  We need God to strengthen us.

2.  We need God to love through us.

3.  We need God to reveal Himself to us.

4.  We need God to mature us.

We must not lose sight of what is most important.
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