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For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. (v. 11)

THE FOUR LEVELS OF RELATIONSHIPS

#1
_________________

We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother.  And why did he murder him?  Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous.  Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. (vv. 12-13)

#2
_________________
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. (v. 15)

#3
_________________

But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? (v. 17)

#4
_________________

Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. (v. 18)

THE TWO REALMS OF LIFE

The Realm of ________________.

Whoever does not love abides in death.  Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. (vv. 14-15)

Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods.  But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn your back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world… (Galatians 4:8-9)

The Realm of ____________.

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. (v. 16)

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.  He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. (John 5:24)

LEARNING TO LOVE THE PEOPLE IN YOUR LIFE

#1
_____________ in Christ.

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. (v. 16)

And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.  Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him.  And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. (1 John 3:23-24)

#2
_____________ your heart.

But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? (v. 17)

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise…submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:15, 21)

#3
____________________ by showing Jesus’ love to other people.

Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. (v. 18)

“Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?”  And the King will answer them, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:37-40)
NEXT WEEK:  OVERFLOW OF HOPE:  How Do We Live Courageously?  (Ephesians 3:14-21)
WEEKLY READING PLAN:  Book of Matthew
Sunday – Matthew 9:20-22
Monday – Matthew 9:27-31
Tuesday – Matthew 9:32-34
Wednesday – Matthew 9:35-38
Thursday – Matthew 10:1-4
Friday – Matthew 10:5-10
Saturday – Matthew 10:11-15
Legend:

#1 Murder
#2 Hatred

#3 Indifference

#4 Love

The Realm of Death

The Realm of Love

#1 Abide in Christ.

#2 Open your heart.

#3 Participate by showing Jesus’ love to other people.
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