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Follow the Leader:  God’s Plan for Parenting
Ephesians 6:1-4
Sunday, October 20, 2013
Dr. Paul White, Senior Pastor
THE PRIMARY FUNCTION OF PARENTING IS TO TEACH YOUR CHILDREN TO _______________.
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”  (vv. 1-3)

Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry.







    -1 Samuel 15:22-23
FIVE REASONS CHILDREN ARE TO OBEY THEIR PARENTS:

1.  Because of who ______________________ is in your life.
Children, obey your parents in the Lord…
2.  Because of who _______________________ in Christ.
Be filled with the Spirit…submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.



    -Ephesians 5:18, 21
3.  Because it is _______________ and follows the pattern for family life that God created.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.





         -Colossians 3:20
4.  Because God _____________________________.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  “Honor your father and mother.”

For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.  Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.








-Romans 8:6-7  
5.  Because obedience comes with ______________________.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”
But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.  For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.  Avoid such people.








        -2 Timothy 3:1-5
TO SUCCESSFULLY PREPARE CHILDREN TO OBEY THE LORD, PARENTS MUST TRAIN THEM INTENTIONALLY.

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.  (v. 4)

· Do not provoke them to anger and __________________ or _____________________________.

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger…

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.



         -Colossians 3:21

· __________________ their growth into the person God designed.

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up…

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.



      -Luke 2:52
· _____________________________ so they will learn to obey the Lord.

Fathers…bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him.  For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives…For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.






   -Hebrews 11:5-6, 11

· Instruct and train them to ________________________.
Fathers…bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.




   -Deuteronomy 6:6-9
For suggested resources on parenting, visit the DIVINE DYNASTY page at www.wearefaithbridge.com/divine-dynasty.

DIVINE DYNASTY NEXT WEEK…Till ____________ Do Us Part - God’s Plan for Protecting Your Marriage
Legend:
The primary function of parenting is to teach your children to obey.
1.  Because of who the Lord is in your life.

2.  Because of who they are in Christ.

3.  Because it is right and follows the pattern for family that God created.

4.  Because God commands it.

5.  Because obedience comes with blessings.

●  Do not provoke them to anger and actively rebel or passively give up.

●  Nurture their growth into the person God designed.

●  Discipline them so they will learn to obey the Lord.

●  Instruct and train them to know the Lord.
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