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Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings forth chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:  “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old.  Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”

         -Isaiah 43:16-19
TRUTHS ABOUT CHANGE

People don’t mind change – it’s _____________________ that’s the problem.

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God.  So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.”








          (vv. 1-3)

Change typically involves a painful ______________________.

But Peter began and explained it to them in order…  (vv. 4-11)

· Hammer #1

___________________________




(Acts 11:40-10)

· Hammer #2

___________________________




(Acts 11:11-12)

· Hammer #3

___________________________




(Acts 11:13-14)

· Hammer #4

___________________________




(Acts 11:15-17)

Engaging change requires our ___________________________.

And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction.  These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house.  And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.”  (vv. 12-14)

Assessing change requires ____________________________.

As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.  And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?  (vv. 15-17)

Experiencing change often involves ______________________.
When they heard these things they fell silent.  And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”  (v. 18)
But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”



       -Acts 15:1
If you claim to be a Christ-follower today…

· Is there evidence that backs up your claim?

· Are you willing to let the Lord lead you?

· Are you willing to participate in what God is doing in your life?
Legend:

People don’t mind change – it’s changing that’s the problem.
Change typically involves a painful process.

A Vision

A Command

Preparation

Divine Action

Engaging change requires our participation.

Assessing change requires discernment.

Experiencing change often involves setbacks.
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