


Black - Volume A is an additional Volume for the Black 
Acqua plugin suite.

IMPORTANT:
It is mandatory that Black  is installed on your computer for the 
additional pack to be used.

About Black:
Black is an Acqua plugin suite made of two FREE players that fo-
cus on gain staging: a standard version (BLACK) and a “Pro-Ori-
ented” version (BLACK GURU). Both plugins are available in the 
following formats: VST, VST3, AU and AAX.
When designing Black we had in mind to offer you two simple 
and easy to use players that would bring to life our preamp em-
ulations and at the same time handle filtering and saturation in-
tuitively.

Black includes:

1- Black:
FREE player (standard version), it includes a default emulation 
bank (‘Navy Geranium’)
2- Black ‘Guru’:
FREE player (pro-oriented version), this plugin is an advanced 
‘extra’ version, featuring additional fine-tuning controls, it also 
includes a default emulation bank (‘Navy Geranium’).
 
 
For further details about  Black (Product download, installation, 
and authorization and more) please read our User manual:
https://app.box.com/s/ufqpnj2ns2pqdwk0vqyyb4g8hmmh6yxc
 
To stay constantly updated about new Volumes, we recommend 
you to keep an eye on our website: 
https://www.acustica-audio.com/store



System Requirements

Modern computers are powerful enough to run many plugins at once. However, our technology requires 
more resources than algo rithm-based software. Please, consider optimizing your system to work with 
high CPU loads and low audio latency.



Black Volume A - Details

Black Volume A includes 10 different emulations of pre-amplifi-
cations of vintage and modern consoles for a total value of over 
100k.  

NOTE: 
 
- In order to facilitate the understanding of each emulation, where 
possible, we have chosen compound names that include a clear 
reference to the released Acqua plugin. This should aid in the 
identification of the original sampled unit.
 
- None of the preamp emulations in Black’s ‘Additional Volumes’ 
are part of an already released product, so they are samples of 
different hardware models than those in the plugin suites cur-
rently released by Acustica.
 
What you get:
 
1) Big Ceil - Ivy 828
2) Brown - Cade BC-7A  
3) Camel - Flax Lily
4) Cobalt - Lombardy Poplar 1    
5) Coffee - Arabica  
6) Navy – Germanium  
7) Pimelea White Solitaire  
8) Taupe - Starwort 3200  
9) Taupe - Starwort GP1  
10) Taupe - Swiss Chard 69



A01
BIG CEIL
IVY 828
Category
Modern
 
Description
This is an emulation of a modern British 
eight-channel preamplifier unit. The  input-trans-
formers are based on a renowned manufacturer 
that essentially represents the centrepiece of  
circuitry that has been used for over 30 years in 
this famous British brand’s later designs.
 
Sampling location
Astronave Recording Studios
Recanati - Italy

8 Line - 8 Mic Solid State
Discrete Yes - Yes

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



A02
BROWN
CADE BC-7A
Category
Vintage
 
Description
An emulation of a fully restored germanium tran-
sistor-based broadcast console from the 60s  
One of the oldest and well known American 
brands in the consumer electronics industry, it 
features  4 mic inputs, which Acustica has clev-
erly sampled and mixed to bring the number to a 
total of 8 emulations.
 
Sampling location
S.A.M. Recording Studio in Lari (Pisa) - Italy

8 Mic
Solid State

Discrete
Germanium

Yes

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



A03
CAMEL
FLAX LILY
Category
Vintage
 
Description
An emulation of a console made in the UK in 
the 70s, designed by a legendary name in the 
electronic musical industry, Mr. John Oram. This 
desk was often used as a sidecar of the main 
model of this manufacturer (‘A’ type) being char-
acterized by the same microphone preamplifier 
topology. The sound of this console is incredibly 
vibey, punchy and open. 
 
Sampling location
ElFish Recording Studios
Genova - Italy

16 Line - 16 Mic Solid State
IC Yes - Yes

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number

 



A04
COBALT
LOMBARDY POPLAR 1
Category
Modern
 
Description
Custom preamps by Luca Martegani, also known 
as Xelius. He’s the manufacturer  of an amazing 
suite of  hand-built audio hardware, including 
this ‘coloured’ vacuum tube-based unit with a  
great quality that enhances any performance 
that requires a distinctive tube sound. 
 
Sampling location
Luca Martegani’s recording Studio in Barasso 
(Varese) - Italy

8 Mic Vacuum Tube Yes - Yes

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



A05
COFFEE
ARABICA
Category
Modern
 
Description
This mini desk is the culmination of the experi-
ence of this renowned USA brand working with 
many types of vintage discrete circuits. They 
have  evolved into an internationally recognized 
organization whose products have become an 
integral part of the sound crafted by many of to-
day’s leading artists and engineers.
 
This specific modern desk is equipped by 20 
discrete, Class-A line amps and it boasts no 
less than 22 custom wound transformers which 
combined deliver a whole lot of punch and col-
our and it gives you the sound you’d expect from 
a vintage ‘British-style’ large desk.
 
Sampling location
NessunRumore Studio in Lurate Caccivio
(Como) - Italy

16 Line
Solid State

Discrete
Germanium

Yes - Yes

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



A06
NAVY
GERANIUM
Category
Modern
 
Description
This modern British console, hand-built in the   
UK combines superb analogue design and true 
‘British’ preamp circuitry with hands-on DAW 
control and connectivity.
Armed with the sonic firepower of a classic British 
desk and equipped with ultra modern controls. 
 
Sampling location
Carlo Cantinii’s Digitube Studio in Mantova - Italy 
(https://www.digitubestudiomixmastering.net).

16 Line - 16 Mic Solid State
Discrete Yes - Yes

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



A07
PIMELEA WHITE
SOLITAIRE
Category
Vintage
 
Description
This is an emulation of another ‘British’ vintage 
console defined by many as the perfect produc-
tion console, characterized by  highly developed 
assignable dual inputs on every module, each 
with mute automation and EQ along with fader 
automation plus dynamics processing on the 
main input.
It’s probably one of the most sophisticated con-
soles in its class. It’s Preamps are gorgeous and 
famous to keep everyone happy with ‘their’ dis-
tinctive sound.
 
Sampling location
Citta della Musica recording studio in Cremona  
- Italy

24 Line Solid State
IC No - No

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



A08
TAUPE
STARWORT 3200
Category
Vintage
 
Description
This is an emulation of a British desk defined by 
the manufacturer as the second of a new gener-
ation of consoles designed to meet new stand-
ards of performance. It belongs to the same 
brand of the ‘Starwort GP1’ bank but it is clearly 
different gear. It was introduced in the 90s and 
is probably still the best-performing mixer ever 
built from this brand. It’s characterized by a new 
microphone preamplifier of advanced design for 
that period,  covered by patent protection. Pri-
mary requirements of modern consoles are very 
low noise and minimal distortion, so the elec-
tronic designers of this console worked  hard 
and paid great attention to detail at each stage 
of the desk to prevent a build-up of noise and 
distortion.
 
Sampling location
Elfo Recoridng Studio in Tavernago
(Piacenza)  - Italy

16 Line - 16 Mic Solid State
IC No - No

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



A09
STARWORT
GP1
Category
Vintage
 
Description
Professional 8-Channel Portable Broadcast Au-
dio Mixer from a British designer and manufac-
turer of consoles and other professional audio 
equipment .
 
Sampling location
Luca Martegani’s recording Studio in Barasso 
(Varese) - Italy

8 Line - 8 Mic Solid State Yes - Yes

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



A10
TAUPE
SWISS CHARD 69
Category
Vintage
 
Description
This vintage desk is the second generation of 
consoles from a renowed Swiss brand famous 
for its very high sonic standards. It was devel-
oped and manufactured in the late 70s and 
early 80s. This desk is one of the top consoles 
used for recording music, and probably one of 
the best sounding portable mixers ever made. 
It has been especially loved by classical record-
ing engineers for its accurate, open, and smooth 
sound. It adds a gentle, warm colored character. 
 
Sampling location 
Luca Martegani’s recording Studio in Barasso
(Varese) - Italy

8 Line - 8 Mic Solid State
Discrete Yes - Yes

Technology Transformers
(Line-Mic)

Channel
Number



Copyrights and Credits

All names, product names, logos, and brands displayed on this 
document are the property of their respective owners. The con-
tent included in this manual, such as graphics, icons, images, is 
the exclusive property of Acusticaudio s.r.l. or its suppliers and is 
protected by international copyright laws.
The information contained on our website may not be down-
loaded, modified, distributed, uploaded, or otherwise used with-
out the express written consent of Acusticaudio S.r.l.
Acustica Audio is a trademark of Acusticaudio s.r.l.




