TOUGH SAYINGS OF JESUS
…you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church…

Matthew 16:13-20
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Forming your own opinion of Jesus.  (vv. 13-15)
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

What did Jesus mean by that?  (v. 18)

And I tell you, you are Peter…

The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give.

         -Isaiah 62:2 (See also Revelation 2:17)

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation…


     -1 Peter 2:2

…on this rock…

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”  (vv. 16-17)

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.








     -Ephesians 2:19-21

…I will build my church…

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.  Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.






  -Psalm 127:1

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.



   -1 Corinthians 3:6-7

Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.








   -Colossians 2:18-19

…the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

“O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?” …Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.


        -1 Corinthians 15:55, 58

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  (v. 19)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
           -2 Corinthians 5:17-19

Timing is everything.  (v. 20)

Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others…For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.






     -2 Corinthians 5:11, 14-15

NEXT WEEK IN TOUGH SAYINGS:  Why did Jesus ask the man crippled since birth, “Do you want to get well?”
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