ACTS:  Beyond These Walls
Decision Making and the Will of God

(Part Two)
Acts 1:15-26
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A REVIEW OF WHAT WE LEARNED ABOUT GOD’S WILL FROM JUDAS:
· God’s heart toward you is _______________.

· God knows your sin and still wants to _________________ __________________ you.

· God knows the future, but desires that you choose to ________________________.

· Experiencing God’s will requires you to make a _______________________ commitment to follow Christ.

· There is a point of rebellion beyond which you cannot be __________________.

How did the disciples find God’s will?
1.  They allowed the _______________________ to shape their priorities.

In those days Peter stood up among the brothers…and said, “Brothers, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David…one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.”  (vv. 15-16, 22)

2.  They considered the appropriate _____________________.

For it is written in the Book of Psalms…”Let another take his office.”  (v. 20)

3.  They applied __________________________ and developed a plan.

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us – one of the men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.  And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was all called Justus, and Matthias.  (vv. 21-23)
4.  They prayed in a way that was ________________________.

And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”  (vv. 24-25)

5.  They allowed God to ____________ their decision.

And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.  (v. 26)

Here is a New Testament process for discerning God’s will:
1.  __________________ what matters most to God.

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.


-Matthew 6:33

2.  _____________________ your plans to the Lordship of Christ.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.


          -Romans 12:1-2

3.  Consider the __________________ for guidance.

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.







          -Psalm 119:105

4.  Use _______________________.

…it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus…





        -Luke 1:3

5.  ____________.

…praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel…




     -Ephesians 6:18-19

6.  Ask God to _______________ His will.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.






       -Philippians 4:6-7
NEXT WEEK in ACTS: Beyond These Walls –

Then the Fire Fell
(Acts 1:15-26)
Legend:

God’s heart toward you is love.
God knows your sin and still wants to forgive and restore you.

God knows the future, but desires that you choose to serve Him.

Experiencing God’s will requires you to make a whole-hearted commitment to follow Christ.

There is a point of rebellion beyond which you cannot be restored.

1.  They allowed the work of God to shape their priorities.

2.  They considered the appropriate scriptures.

3.  They applied practical wisdom and developed a plan.

4.  They prayed in a way that was dependent on God.

5.  They allowed God to guide their decision.

1.  Prioritize what matters most to God.

2.  Surrender your plans to the Lordship of Christ.

3.  Consider the scriptures for guidance.

4.  Use common sense.

5.  Pray.

6.  Ask God to confirm His will.
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