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WHAT IS A “JUST WAR”?
Six conditions must be satisfied for a war to be considered just:

· The war must be for a ____________________________.

· The war must be lawfully declared by a _______________ ______________________.

· The intention behind the war must be ________________.

· All other ways of ______________________ the problem should have been tried first.

· There must be a reasonable chance of ________________.

· The means used must be _________________________ to the end being sought.

How should a “Just War” be fought?

· Innocent people and non-combatants should not be harmed.

· Only appropriate force should be used.

· Internationally agreed upon conventions regulating war must be obeyed.

FOUR THEOLOGICAL REASONS FOR “JUST WAR”

Biblical view of ______________.

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?  Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.  You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet…  






   -Psalm 8:3-6

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?  I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.  




      -Jeremiah 17:9-10

Biblical view of the _______________.

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.  Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment…But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain.  For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.
      -Romans 13:1-2, 4
Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good.







          -1 Peter 2:13-14

Biblical view of the __________________.

You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.







       -Matthew 5:14-16

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.



          -Ephesians 6:12

Biblical view of _________________ and __________________.

Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence.  And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.







        -Genesis 6:11-12

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.








   -Isaiah 9:6-7

WHAT DO WE OWE OUR NEIGHBORS…AND ENEMIES?
Stand up for the rights and protection of the _______________.

He has told you, “O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”



      -Micah 6:8

Distinguish between personal ________________________ and _________________.

But I say to you, “Do not resist the one who is evil.  But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”








-Matthew 5:39

Make sure our actions are an expression of _______________.

And he said to him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
     -Matthew 22:37-40

…but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God.  Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.  Who knows?  God may turn and relent and turn his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.  When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.




 -Jonah 3:8-10

Distinguish between the prohibition against ________________ and execution of ____________________.

You shall not murder.




-Exodus 20:13

He does not bear the sword in vain.  For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.








 -Romans 13:4

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR US THIS WEEK?

1.  We embrace a faith that takes different forms including ______________________________ and ___________________.

…who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.







     -Hebrews 11:33-34

For I have bent Judah as my bow; I have made Ephraim its arrow.  I will stir up your sons, O Zion, against your sons, O Greece, and wield you like a warrior’s sword.

          -Zechariah 9:13

2.  We _______________________ evil, aggression and various forms of injustice.

Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.  Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

 -Psalm 82:3-4

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law:  justice and mercy and faithfulness.  These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.

          -Matthew 23:23

3.  We distinguish between personal and corporate expressions of _____________________.

…brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers?  To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you.  Why not rather suffer wrong?  Why not rather be defrauded?  But you yourselves wrong and defraud – even your own brothers!




   -1 Corinthians 6:6-8

4.  We ______________________________________ to have wisdom and pursue justice.

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior…

        -1 Timothy 2:1-3

5.  We do not ___________________ war.

Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so did all the men who were with him.  And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son and for the people of the LORD and for the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.



      -2 Samuel 1:11-12

6.  We love our enemies even when forced to _______________ their behavior.

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.  For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.



       -Matthew 5:44-45
NEXT WEEK:  iBelieve…In The Church!
Legend:

The war must be for a just cause.
The war must be lawfully declared by a lawful authority.

The intention behind the war must be good.

All other ways of resolving the problem should have been tried first.

There must be a reasonable chance of success.

The means used must be in proportion to the end being sought.

Biblical view of man.

Biblical view of the state.

Biblical view of the church.

Biblical view of history and eschatology.

Stand up for the rights and protection of the vulnerable.

Distinguish between personal vengeance and justice.

Make sure our actions are an expression of love.

Distinguish between the prohibition against murder and execution of justice.

1.  We embrace a faith that takes different forms including courageous action and intervention.

2.  We stand against evil, aggression and various forms of injustice.

3.  We distinguish between personal and corporate expressions of justice.

4.  We pray for our government leaders to have wisdom and pursue justice.

5.  We do not glorify war.

6.  We love our enemies even when forced to restrain their behavior.
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