
FOR TEACHERS AND PARENTS

L. Frank Baum

      Retold by Maggie Blossom
Illustrated by Asha Pearse



When a tornado drops Dorothy and her dog Toto in the 
magical land of Oz, she begins an unforgettable journey 
down the yellow brick road, learning about their new 
friends—and herself—along the way.

Lexile Level: 810AD

5 Minute Storytime Wizard of Oz introduces very young 
readers to an American classic, while holding true to key 
events and characters from the original tale. Illustration and 
word design in this adaptation engage readers in an original 
reading experience. Text is varied in color, size, and layout 
to capture and engage reluctant readers. Multiple illustrated 
scenes per spread create a graphic novel-type experience for 
very early readers. Recommended for Adult Directed reading.

• TeAMWORk: Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Cowardly Lion learn that when they link arms and  
 work together, they can all achieve their goals. Ask: How do we work as a team in our classroom? Do you have  
 special friends you can depend on to help you? How do you help your friends?
 
• ACCepTAnCe: As Dorothy meets the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Cowardly Lion, she immediately accepts  
 each of them despite their apparent troubles and includes them in her circle of friends as they journey down the  
 yellow brick road. Ask: How do you show other people acceptance? How have new people you’ve met made  
 you feel accepted?
 
• pRObLeM SOLvIng: by the end of the story, the group has successfully found the Wizard, completed the task 
 he gave them of ridding the land of the Wicked Witch, and found what each of them were looking for.  
 Ask: Have you had to solve a problem this week? What was the problem? How did you solve it? Did anybody  
 help you solve your problem? 

• Compare Dorothy’s home in kansas to the land of Oz.

• Make a torn paper land of Oz collaborative mural.

STORy SyNOPSiS: 

BOOk DESCRiPTiON:

STORy THEmES:

SuggESTED ACTiviTiES:

L. Frank Baum



ACTiviTy ONE: COmPARE DOROTHy’S HOmE iN kANSAS TO THE LAND OF OZ.

OBjECTivE:

mATERiALS:

TimE: 30 miNuTES

DiRECTiONS:

• 5 Minute Storytime Wizard of Oz
• Text excerpt from L. Frank baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
• A large T-diagram on chart paper
• Markers

To develop student listening and speaking skills. In this activity, after listening to the 5 Minute Storytime Wizard of Oz, 
students are read aloud descriptive texts from the original The Wonderful Wizard of Oz detailing Dorothy’s home in 
kansas and her first view of the land of Oz. Students will then complete a T-diagram that compares the settings.

• Read aloud 5 Minute Storytime Wizard of Oz.
• gather your class in front of your chart paper and draw a T-diagram on the paper. (See example on next page.)
• Ask the students what the two settings in the book are.
• Write “kansas” at the top of one column, and “Oz” over the other.
• explain to the students that the story you just read them is a retelling by Maggie blossom of a famous book 
 written over 100 years ago by L. Frank baum.
• explain to the students that they are now going to listen to you read how L. Frank baum described Dorothy’s  
 home in kansas in the original book. Read the excerpt on the next page.
• next, explain to the students that they will be listening to an excerpt describing the land of Oz.
• Ask the students to recall how Mr. baum described the settings of the kansan prairie, and write the descriptions  
 down in the kansas column. Then, do the same for the Oz column.
• Challenge the students to think of one word of their own to describe each of kansas and Oz. Write the kansas  
 words in colors, such as brown and gray, that highlight the kansas features side of the chart and the Oz words 
 in brighter colors, such as green and red, to highlight the Oz features side of the chart. 
• Decorate your chart with doodle images from the story. See some suggestions here:



The cyclone had set the house down very gently—for a cyclone—
in the midst of a country of marvelous beauty. There were lovely 
patches of greensward all about, with stately trees bearing rich and luscious fruits. banks of gorgeous flowers were on every hand, and birds with rare and brilliant plumage sang and 

fluttered in the trees and bushes. A little way off was a small brook, rushing and sparkling along between green banks, and 
murmuring in a voice very grateful to a little girl who had lived so 
long on the dry, gray prairies.

OZ
When Dorothy stood in the doorway and looked around, she 

could see nothing but the great gray prairie on every side. not 

a tree nor a house broke the broad sweep of flat country that 

reached to the edge of the sky in all directions. The sun had 

baked the plowed land into a gray mass, with little cracks running 

through it. even the grass was not green, for the sun had burned 

the tops of the long blades until they were the same gray color to 

be seen everywhere. Once the house had been painted, but the 

sun blistered the paint and the rains washed it away, and now the 

house was as dull and gray as everything else.

KANSAS

KANSAS Oz

T-DiAgRAm

Flowers
Beautiful
Green
Rich

Gray
Flat
Burned



ACTiviTy TWO: mAkE A TORN PAPER LAND OF OZ COLLABRATivE muRAL.

OBjECTivE:

mATERiALS:

TimE: 30 miNuTES

DiRECTiONS:

• 5 Minute Storytime Wizard of Oz
• Large sheet of mural paper
• 8½ x 11 sheets of paper
• Crayons

• Colored paper
• Tissue paper
• glue

To make a torn paper mural, like the torn paper technique Asha pearse used to illustrate Wizard of Oz. employing their 
teamwork skills, and using Asha’s illustrations as inspiration, students will create a classroom mural depicting the land  
of Oz. 

• Divide students into three groups. One group will design the mural background, the second group will create the  
 characters, and the third group will create trees, flowers, and other decor to decorate the landscape. 
• Roll out a large sheet of paper on a table or floor. Have the background group first draw in pencil the   
 background scene. Discuss what it should depict–for example: a yellow brick road winding through a green  
 field to a castle in the distance. 
• Students can then use crayons, torn construction and tissue paper, and glue to add detail and color to the   
 background.
• give each student in the character group crayons an 8½ x 11 sheet of paper, and then assign each of them  
 a character to draw and color. 
• Likewise, give students in the tree and flower group paper and crayons and have them draw trees, flowers,  
 clouds, stars, rainbows, or any images they imagine may be found in the land of Oz.
• Demonstrate to students how they can carefully tear their drawings around the edges, referring to Asha   
 pearse’s illustrations in Wizard of Oz.
• Have students discuss the best placement for the various torn paper elements, and when they have agreed on  
 placement, students can glue their drawings in place on the mural background.



BuLLETiN BOARD iDEA:

Create a “My Wish” bulletin board. Start with a large rainbow and post stories or drawings that the students have 
created depicting their wish.

THE ACTiviTiES AND THEmES PRESENTED HERE ALigN 

WiTH COmmON CORE STANDARDS iN THE FOLLOWiNg AREAS:

Common Core english Language Arts Standards >> Reading : Literature >> kindergarten

 • key Ideas and Details

 • Craft and Structure

 • Integration of knowledge and Ideas

Common Core english Language Arts Standards >> Reading : Literature >> grade 1

 • key Ideas and Details

 • Integration of knowledge and Ideas

Common Core english Language Arts Standards >> Reading : Literature >> grade 2

 • Integration of knowledge and Ideas


