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he essence of understanding a miracle is the 

sincerity in recognizing that although something 

needs to be realized with vital urgency, its 

accomplishment is clearly beyond the normal human 

capacity to realize it. Moreover, a miracle may also be an 

unexpected occurrence that benefits man even 

notwithstanding his awareness of need, such as being 

saved from imminent disaster. However, when success of 

this seemingly impossible action is somehow achieved 

beyond human rational comprehension, it does so only 

through the benevolent Divine intervention and it is hence 

called a miracle. As it is written, “May the power of G-d be 

magnified” (Bamidbar 14:17). When G-d, blessed be He, 

influences His kindness, miracles and goodness towards the 

world occur, and this is allegorically considered to be a 

magnification of His power since we can only speak of His 

actions and not of His essence, which is unknown to all. 

This revelation of His majesty is the concept of the sefirotic 

pair of HOD (majesty) dressed in the attribute of GEVURAH 

(courage, might and power) and GEVURAH dressed in the 

attribute of HOD. It is this spiritual force that operates to 

bring low the enemy, to win wars and to save the lovers of 

YKVK. Hence we have: “veHODi (My Majesty) became a 

destroyer and no strength within me remained” (Daniel 

10:8). This means that a miracle occurs only where 

essential sincerity (HOD) exists and never mere 

convenience or external need. In general, a miracle is a 

change in the laws of Nature, when the Name YKVK reveals 

itself through the lower garment of the Name ELOKIM. And 

T 
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because it is an act of “piercing through the veil of reality” 

with splendor, it requires both great power and 

recognition, that is, the holy midot of GEVURAH AND HOD, 

which in man are reflected in the lower midot of the 

intense “power of need” (GEVURAH), as it is written: “But if 

from there you shall seek the L-rd your G-d, you shall find 

Him, if you seek him with all your heart and with all your 

soul”(Devarim 4:29); and the sincere recognition of “total 

lack of power” (HOD) – the brilliance of ego emptiness as 

David HaMelech said: “I am a worm, and not a man; 

scorned by men, and despised by the people” (Tehillim 

22:7). Behold! This is truly a great secret of the spiritual 

tension enacted by the limitless RATZON (“Will”) of YKVK 

completely beyond human comprehension. Power is a 

conspicuous force, while resignation through sincere 

recognition is the very absence of a noticeable force. Man’s 

sincere and intense passion in light of his urgent and vital 

need “rises to heaven” as mayin nukvin (the spiritual 

arousal initiated by the “recipient”) and can be answered 

(mayin duchrin) with a miracle – revealed or somehow 

concealed, all depending of YKVK’s holy judgment. The 

tension-miracle axis, so to speak, is the exact point in 

physical reality that a new Divine revelation can occur. It is 

the actual place and time where and when wars are won, 

illnesses are cured as well as the making of wonders and 

miracles if G-d so desires. However, our sages have taught 

us that there is a critical key to enhance the possibility of 

these revelations, even to the unworthy: the prayers of 

HODaot (thanksgiving), such as we learn from the Modim 



7 
 

Anachnu Lach, the Al HaNissim in Chanukah and Purim 

among many others. Every miracle is a cure, a “holy 

incision” done for an utmost need regardless of merit. The 

healing cure is the most balanced of acts: balanced 

between its revealing the wonder that is beyond the 

physical mechanics of life coupled with its seemingly 

normal everyday event in nature. Truly, every person, 

community or nation who urgently needs a cure must pray 

to YKVK with the essence of thanksgiving in order to 

hopefully be granted – in time of utmost urgency and truly 

undeservingly – this sublime level of celestial favor. As it is 

written: “Oh that men would praise the L-rd for His loving 

kindness and for His wonderful works to the children of 

men” (Tehillim 107:8). We do not pray for miracles, but do 

thank G-d always and particularly during need, asking for 

His charitable supervision and infinite mercy. We should 

always “transfer our appreciation of miracles to others” 

(pirsumei nissah), exactly as taught in Chanukah, Purim and 

in the model of such enthusiastic transfer: the Hagadah of 

Pessach. When a person experiences a miracle, he can 

instantly appreciate and see the reality of YKVK operating 

in the world. Belief that takes years of intense 

concentration can be achieved in an instant by appreciating 

events as a miracle and sincerely recognizing that the 

person saw YKVK’s operate in this world in a revealed 

manner. The effect of this and its proper “transfer” is so 

powerful that even reshaim are positively affected, as 

when the Lavan and Betuel ha-reshaim heard the 

description of Avraham avinu’s slave Eliezar having 
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witnesses a miracle (of Rivkah’s arrival on the scene), they 

devoutly replied: Me’Hashem yatza hadavar, “This matter 

has emanated from YKVK” (Bereshit 24:50). This comes 

from the intense spiritual effect of the Chashmal, the 

“spiritual force” witnesses by the prophet Ezekiel (1:27), 

and with the same gematria (378) as this pasuk. 

Equally important are the much more constant revelations 

of the “concealed miracles”, which must be deeply 

acknowledged, for they keep the order of things as it 

should, while protecting and preventing many pegaim rah 

(“misfortunes”), the severe decrees from falling upon 

deserving man. Now, all celestial accusers and messengers 

working for YKVK in order to carry out the Divine decrees to 

mankind, originate in the upper holy domains of His courts. 

And it is only through the merciful Divine agency of 

miracles that these holy beings are often instructed by 

YKVK to cancel out the impeding decrees, whether it be 

death or other forms of punishments. Know that an 

emissary of YKVK cannot ever alter or pardon any decrees, 

thus the utter foolishness of idolatry. When the decrees 

from YKVK come into our physical universe dispensed by 

His holy servants, the force that is revealed in the world is 

of a very specific nature and cannot be placated by man. 

These holy servants simply receive their orders in a chain of 

command from on high. The foolishness of man who prays 

to them amounts to the grave error of idolatry and a total 

waste, for nothing will come out of it. As the prophets 

taught us, there will be no answer at all from them for they 
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have absolutely no power: “Stupid and foolish they all are; 

the instruction of their idols is just wood” (Yirmiyahu 10:8). 

Now, the cancellation of impeding Divine decrees is truly 

miraculous and as the rabbis say: “His decree was cancelled 

for seventy years” (Berachot 31b). This means, the seventy 

angelical princes who stand in the upper court where the 

verdict will be decided and signed can still rescind the 

verdict in this holy place upon YKVK intervention. Hence, it 

is paramount to constantly be thanking G-d, for this 

celestial place where these majestic judgments occur is 

called HODaot – the Makom (“holy Place”) where all the 

thankfulness to G-d mystically rise to. This is why in my 

opinion, Alevai man could say in his morning prayers the 

birkat hagomel, for truly every day Hagomel lechayiavim 

tovot, “[He is] Who gives favor to the unworthy”, that is, in 

His infinite benevolence, G-d ordains His angelical princes 

to torn up decrees and more decrees as His very kindness is 

truly miraculous and unfathomable and His “miracles do 

frequently occur" (Shabbat 53b). The brachah (“blessings”) 

of Asher Yatzar has a similar, albeit more restricted 

essence. This constant need for HODaot is particularly true, 

for this world is filled with sin and “Anyone who passes the 

spot where the crime was committed is in danger of his 

life” (Zohar 49b, Beshalach). Furthermore, “Every G-d 

fearing individual should bear in mind that whenever the 

opportunity to perform a mitzvah arises it is a sure sign that 

some evil decree has been issued against him, Heaven 

forbid, and it is only through the mitzvah that he can save 

himself from it” (Kav HaYashar, perek 36). Now, the same 
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kavana of HODaot is necessary when bending and bowing 

in the proper places of prayer, for these are actions of 

thanksgiving symbolic of the holy midot of NETZACH and 

HOD, which are physically represented by the legs, knees, 

calves and heels. The ekev (“heel”) is the part of the body 

mystically encompassing these various elements of the 

legs. It has a gematria of 172, which is twice the gematria of 

the Name ELOKIM (86). This indicates that judgment is in 

the legs: “His legs of iron, his feet partly of iron and partly 

of clay” (Daniel 2:33) and “His hand took hold on Esav’s 

heel” (Bereshit 25:26), and also: “A serpent by the way, an 

adder in the path, which bites the horse heels” (Bereshit 

4917). The legs are a place of rigor due to the accumulated 

wrong actions of man caused by his walking towards them 

in his willful mind. As such the ekevim become corrupted: 

“As the legs of a lame which hang useless” (Mishlei 26:7) 

and are held captive in the domain of evil. Moreover, as it 

is known to the initiated, evil can only come up to NETZACH 

and HOD, the “sefirotic legs”, so to speak. Hence, the holy 

effort and power/gevurah of “bending in thanksgiving” 

during prayer (or in the holy hakafot) is a true act of mituk 

hadinim (“sweetening of judgments”), which neutralizes 

the gevurot (“severities”) – the manifestation of ELOKIM – 

that are augmented further due to our sins by the klipot – 

antagonist forces to kedusha. Hence, “To Me every knee 

shall bend" (Yeshayahu 45:23)”. These forces of darkness 

and filth latch onto the gevurot changing them into great 

severities, hence “souring” them further, may G-d have 

mercy. Truly, as the sitra achra (“the domain of impurity 
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and death”) originates in the actual degeneration of holy 

GEVURAH and it is desirous only of man’s destruction, the 

need to learn to “sweeten” the judgments is great. Now, all 

dispensation of judgment occurs through the holy Name 

AD-NAY, and this needs to be explained in order to 

comprehend the essence of mituk hadinim. When YKVK 

judges the world He uses the Name MISHPAT (“law”), 

which implies that rachamim (“mercy”) is present with 

judgment, as it is written, “YKVK will come with MISHPAT” 

(Yeshayahu 3:14), and this is the upper celestial court. 

However, when the holy Name AD-NAY, which is the lower 

dispenser of all decrees, judges alone for it is the lower 

court called TZEDEK (“justice”), then He finishes off the 

creatures as they are judged with absolute rigor/gevurah 

and without the admixture of the precious rachamim. The 

Name AD-NAY is pure judgment, save when it receives the 

influx directly form the Name YKVK, may He be blessed, 

which is always judgment with mercy. This is so because 

the holy Name AD-NAY has no light of His own. Now, the 

Name EKYEH is all pure chassadim (“kindness”) and 

rachamim and stands, so to speak, to the right of the Name 

YKVK while ELOKIM is all dinim/gevurot (“judgments”) and 

stands to the left of the Name YKVK. The Name AD-NAY 

stands “in the middle and below” these holy Names in 

order to receive its proper influx, all in accordance to the 

YKVK’s dinim. If YKVK illuminates AD-NAY, then there is a 

flow of goodness and life towards the world and its 

creatures, for AD-NAY is now filled with the light of YKVK, 

which is dispensed to the world. Even when people sin only 
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a little, this benevolent bounty continues to flow to them 

through AD-NAY and the judgments are still somehow 

mitigated, because these smaller sins are not sufficient to 

close up the channels of light as rachamim still wins over 

dinim on this level of celestial judgment. Hence, it is 

actually YKVK that judges and AD-NAY dispenses it as it is 

the function of the lower celestial court to do. Now, if 

people commit great sins and walk the path of defilement, 

becoming misaligned with the spiritual laws consolidated in 

the halachot, and are thus desirous only of vanities and the 

impurities of the world, these same impurities cling back at 

them blocking the merciful channels of light from YKVK. 

This means that the Name AD-NAY, which is like a holy 

reservoir, is now dry and devoid of mercy for the light of 

YKVK is no longer shining therein. When this happens, the 

attribute of AD-NAY is left alone to effect tikkunim 

(“repairs”) in the world at large and to each individual 

creature. This means that AD-NAY is now apart from YKVK 

and the only light that can enter it is from the left of YKVK, 

to wit, the Name ELOKIM, which is the holy Name always 

associated with dinim, as it is written: “Judgment is for 

ELOKIM” (Devarim 1:17) and “His Name ELOKIM means He 

is the Ruler and Judge over the entire world” (Rashi on 

Bereshit 2:5). Now the holy reservoir of AD-NAY is filled 

with pure and conspicuous harsh judgments, causing great 

wars, miserable illnesses, terrible deaths, famines, violence, 

looting and captivity until the judgment is complete. This is 

the Sod (“mystical knowledge”) for “Once permission has 

been granted to the Malach HaMashchit [‘Angel 
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Destroyer’], he does not distinguish between righteous and 

wicked” (Bava Kama 60a), that is, he will not stop until 

there is complete repair. Woe to the people who encounter 

these harsh judgments of AD-NAY. When the repair is 

completed, then and only then Name YKVK and the upper 

court of MISHPAT rejoin with the Name AD-NAY and the 

lower court of TZEDEK. When there is union then there is 

peace and rachamim to all. This is what is written in the 

Zohar: “TZEDEK and MISHPAT must be united to elicit 

Sweetness” (Idra Zuta Kadisha), for “TZEDEK and MISHPAT 

are the dwelling place of Your throne” (Tehillim 89:15). 

Thus, it is of utmost importance to know how to draw 

mercy and compassion to AD-NAY and avoid its time of 

barrenness, may G-d have mercy. As mentioned, this 

general knowledge of tikkunim is called mituk hadinim. If 

the person knows how to repair the channels of the 

benevolent Divine light, then the holy Names will heed to 

his proper desires and needs with mercy, kindness and 

miracles, as it is clearly written: “I will lift him up for he 

knows My Name. He will call me and I will answer, I am 

with him in the time of trial, I will release him and I will 

honor him. With long life I will satisfy him, and show him 

My salvation” (Tehillim 91:14-16). It is this immense force 

of tikkun that allows men of spiritual strength – even in this 

day and age – to perform miracles, thus exalting the Name 

YKVK, as it is written: “The strong people glorify You” 

(Yeshayahu 25:1). They can perform these wondrous deeds 

through their intimate connection to the Etz Chayim (“Tree 

of Life”) – the deeply intuitive and psychic connection to 
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YKVK and not the extensively common connection to the 

Etz Da’at Tov V’Rah (“Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil”), 

to wit, the rational non-intuitive, dry and cold academic 

approach most have to Torah. These individuals who 

consume only the Pri Etz Chayim (“The Fruits of the Tree of 

Life”) are permitted to see clearly with their spiritual eyes. 

And through their great efforts in humility and righteous 

actions they have enabled themselves to rise to a higher 

level of consciousness known as the Atzilutic level – where 

the laws of Nature that they live by are as different as is 

their consciousness. These righteous people live by the 

miracle of their faith. Thus, in order to perform what we 

call a miracle, for them it is truly a natural thing. Know that 

this level of life is the actual realization of a Torah 

obligation, from the Torat HaMashiah. Hence, it is a Divine 

imperative and fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies, as it 

is written: “And the spirit of YKVK shall rest upon him, the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding” (Yeshayahu 11:2) and 

“It shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my 

spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall 

prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 

men shall see visions” (Yoel 3:1). Now, all of these wonders 

require great and constant mituk hadinim. The principle 

matter here is to know that the origin of GEVURAH is 

BINAH. In the holy and exalted level of BINAH there exist 

only mere traces of dinim, which are configured when 

these traces find greater expression in the lower level of 

GEVURAH. Now, if the gevurot are sweetened at their 

origin, then the klipot cannot latch onto them and as they 
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become mitigated and are brought down do the realm of 

emotions and actions without the additional severities. 

Hence, mituk hadinim is best effected in the origin of 

judgment – the domain of the mind (BINAH). We can learn 

these spiritual workings from the practical aspects of man’s 

life. If man reduces and mitigates his intellectual (BINAH) 

judgments and errors about anything in reality, he will 

prevent these dinim from degenerating, thus falling to the 

emotional level when and where he can become “Furious 

(GEVURAH) abounding in transgression” (Mishlei 29:22). 

Hence, the klipot will lose the opportunity to latch onto 

these gevurot/dinim: they will be subjugated and starve. 

Otherwise, “In his ire he cares nothing for the welfare of his 

soul, uprooting it and letting it be replaced by the impure 

domination, and such a man is a rebel against his L-rd, one 

with whom we should shun contact of any kind, for he is 

one who, as it is written, ‘Tear his soul in his anger’ (Iyov 

18:4) – he tears and uproots his soul in his heedless rage, 

and allows a ‘strange god’ to usurp its place within him and 

to take possession of him in its stead” (Zohar 182a, 

Tetzaveh). Behold! What has been explained is a Raza 

d’Razin (“Secret of Secrets”) of the utmost level of 

sweetening, where the individual recognizes with great 

sincerity (HOD) the need to allow for the influx of YKVK’s 

sweet merciful light to permeate and truly transform his 

previously restrictive mindset of judgments/severities 

(ELOKIM). When this happens, his renewed/reevaluated 

outlook, a more merciful, halachically more aligned and 

overall expanded (CHESED) thinking is now akin to a great 
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personal inner miracle. He has witnessed M’lo kol haaretz 

kevodo, “The whole world is full with YKVK’s glory” 

(Yeshayahu 6:3) within himself. This is the true alteration in 

the laws of (the individual’s) nature, when the Name YKVK 

is revealed through the lower garment of ELOKIM, 

sweetening the restrictiveness of his severities. This is the 

Name YKVK and the upper court of MISHPAT rejoining with 

the Name AD-NAY and the lower court of TZEDEK. Then, 

upon such miraculous holy union, there is peace and 

rachamim to all, to wit, man judges and acts with 

righteousness and compassion, with joyous humility. This is 

the Sod of both Havei dan et kol ha-adam lekaf z’chut, 

“Judge all men in the scale of merit” (Pirkey Avot 1:6) and 

also, Al tidon et ha-adam od shtaguia limkomo, “Judge not 

your fellow man until you have been in his place” (Pirkey 

Avot 2:4). Mituk hadinim is pure healing: Api utehilati 

echetamlach, “And for My praise I will refrain1 for you” 

(Yeshayahu 48:9), that is, YKVK’s dinim are renounced and 

His kind miracles pierce reality. 

Now, the miracles and wonders of G-d are for those who 

fear Him, as it is written: “He will hear the RATZON of those 

who fear Him. He will also hear their cries and save them” 

(Tehillim 145:19)”. This means that YKVK’s limitless and 

                                                           
1 Echetam, also nose (chotem) and fury. The Zohar explains: “When the holy 
Atika was revealed in Zeir Anpin, all appear in compassion. The nose gets 
calmed, and fire and smoke (i.e., fury) do not emerge” (Idra Rabba Kadisha). 
The idea of thanksgiving, miracle and judgment is present in the beginning of 
Shacharit, Pesukei d’Zimrah’s Hodu: “Remember His wonders that He 
performed, His marvels and the judgments of His mouth” (Tehillim 105:5). 
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incomprehensible RATZON has abundant mercy to those 

who are attached to His holy attribute of YIRAH (“fear”). 

This is what YKVK wants – for the essence of YIRAH is 

ultimately pure and holy upper CHESED (“Benevolence”). In 

fact, YIRAH is an attribute of holy GEVURAH (gematria 216), 

which equals three times gematria 72 (CHESED). The Ari”zal 

explains that, “The mental states of ABBA are numerically 

three times 72, which equals 216”2. This means that of the 

four ways of spelling out the Name YKVK, that whose 

numerical value is 72 (Ayin-Beit or AV) is associated with 

CHOCHMAH (“wisdom” and the partzuf of ABBA), the 

actual origin of CHESED. This shows a powerful union 

above, where all is One and His ultimate RATZON is to 

bestow kindness to His creatures3. Yet, on a lower spiritual 

level of Orot and Kelim (“light and recipients”), CHESED 

AND GEVURAH are actually opposite holy midot. However, 

the hidden source of GEVURAH is CHESED, but most people 

cannot understand this spiritual truth. This is because 

YKVK’s CHESED is a holy and sublime source hidden from 

perception due to the Divine power to institute boundaries. 

This power introduced by YKVK after the Tzimtzum is called 

the Boutzina d’Kardunita, “Torch of Darkness”. Here we 

have the underlying power of GEVURAH/Judgment, which 

was revealed through the Tzimtzum. This is the power that 

causes concealment, void and emptiness, bringing about 

every kind of deficiency that can possibly exist as we 

                                                           
2 Likkutei Torah, parashat Ekev, on the subject of “The righteous will sit with 
their crowns on their heads” (Berachot 17a). 
3 This concept is found in the Idra Zuta Kadisha, mitzha de’itgelai. 
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actually find in reality, but its essence is YKVK’s ineffable 

kindness, for through deficiency there exists the potential 

for tikkun – the healing cure of YKVK’s love for His creation. 

This is the Sod of “Nothing evil descends from above” 

(Bereshit Rabbah 51:3). Thus, YKVK wants man intimately 

connected to His kindness through awe and reverence, as it 

is written: “YKVK wants those who fear Him” (Tehillim 

147:11). Behold! This is a direct revelation of YKVK’s 

RATZON, which is His KETER/will. This revelation of YKVK is 

an act of great CHESED towards His creatures. Know this 

absolute truth! Now we can reveal another vital secret for 

miracles: that at the very end of the Shemoneh Esrei, when 

it is prayed appropriately, the prayer can ascend to 

incredible spiritual heights until it reaches the level of 

RATZON/KETER, and this is why the Amidah ends with the 

Yechi RATZON: “May the sayings of my mouth find 

RATZON...”. When prayer reaches RATZON, all gates above 

and below are opened and nothing interferes or prevents 

his requests. It is from the hidden RATZON of YKVK all 

wonders and signs are revealed, all creation is renewed. 

This is also the essence of the prayers of the righteous 

whose needs have been answered through miracles. They 

know how to direct their prayers towards the proper 

Heikhal (“Celestial Palace”) and thus change the natural 

order of things, for prayer is a spiritual tool for altering 

reality. This is the essence of why we pray and why our 

prayer must reach the source of RATZON at the end of the 

Amidah. And when one understands this spiritual truth, he 

can also understand the places where the Torah mentions 
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the signs, wonders, redemption, salvation and changes in 

the natural order of the world. This is the essence of 

miracles. Moreover, in order for this understanding to be 

complete one must also know what is written: “And he 

obtains RATZON from YKVK” (Mishlei 8:35). This is the Sod 

of “Make that His will should be your will, so that He should 

make your will to be as His will” (Pirkey Avot 2:4), meaning, 

as you want Him to satisfy your every desire and you have 

learned to connect to YKVK through YIRAH – and “How 

awesome is this place” (Bereshit 28:17), meaning your own 

found place,  which will bring you up to RATZON – then He 

will ultimately and miraculously transform your own 

desires into His proper desires. As you seek Him in your 

heart, RATZON will have found you. Thus, you will only 

want what He wants you to want for your greater benefit 

and rectification. This will happen for you will have reached 

the source of RATZON, hence the upper most sublime level 

of what it is precious for your soul. Hence we say in liturgy: 

KEL haHODaot (“the L-rd of thanksgiving”), ADON 

haniFLAot (“Master of Wonders”), so understand that 

wherever you encounter words that contain the root for 

HODa’a (“thanksgiving”) it corresponds to the holy place 

we have been discussing and the root of YKVK’s miracles. 

 

Erev Shabbat HaGadol 5772 

Rabbi Avraham Chachamovits 

Blessed is YKVK forever amen and amen. 

May YKVK reign forever amen and amen. 
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