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…do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.
God gave us His word as the means to real and lasting joy.

· God’s word describes ________________________.

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes…





 -Psalm 19:7-8

· God’s word reveals where we ____________________ of God’s ways.

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
       -Hebrews 4:12-13

· God’s word directs us to __________________ God’s promises.

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.

  -2 Peter 1:3-4

Sorrow for sin is an important part of the Christian life.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.








  -Matthew 5:4

· When it is the result of conviction from _________________________.

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.”  For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law.



-Nehemiah 8:9

· When it leads to ________________________.

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.




    -2 Corinthians 7:10

· When it doesn’t result in a lasting sense of __________________________.

Now if anyone has caused pain…so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.


  -2 Corinthians 2:5, 7

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.



   -Romans 8:1

The strength we need for life flows out of a _________________ ________________________ with God.

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.








           -Romans 14:17
Then he said to them, “Go your way.  Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our LORD. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”


          -Nehemiah 8:10

· Why do so many people endure empty, purposeless lives?

· Why do so many people resist believing God is real and good?

· Why do so many people settle for knowledge of God but not a relationship with Him?

Why are so many Christians spiritually stagnant and doing little for the Lord?

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.



     -John 15:11

· Spiritual _____________________

· ___________________

· Fighting _____________________

· __________________ living
Legend:

God’s word describes God’s ways.
God’s word reveals where we fall short of God’s ways.

God’s word directs us to believe God’s promises.

When it is the result of conviction from God’s word.

When it leads to repentance.

When it doesn’t result in a lasting sense of condemnation.

The strength we need for life flows out of a joyful relationship with God.

Spiritual starvation

Shame

Fighting unarmed

Faithless living
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