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3 parables teach us:  Remain ________________ until He ______________________.
· Parable #1
Two Servants teach us to wait 



_______________. (Matthew 25:1-13)

· Parable #2
Ten Bridesmaids teach us to wait 



_______________.  (Matthew 25:1-13)

· Parable #3
Talents teach us to wait ________________.




(Matthew 25:14-30)

Avoid the Extremes:
Jesus already came back – The __________________ View

Jesus will come back on _____ - The _________________ View

Together, these parables teach us to:

Serve faithfully as if He could ______________________.

Prepare for it to take longer than we _______________.

Work zealously since He will return to _________ and _________.

How do we wait…patiently, prepared and passionately?

WAIT PATIENTLY

1.  Don’t waste time trying to predict _____________________.

But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only…Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming…Therefore, you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect…the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know…Watch, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. (Matthew 24:36, 42, 44, 50, 25:13)

2.  Live ___________ for Him to return at any moment.

For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left…But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. (Matthew 24:38-41, 43)
3.  Fulfill your commission as His ________________ and _______________________.

Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time?  Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, “My master is delayed,” and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 24:45-51)
WAIT PREPARED

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise…And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.  Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us.”  But he answered, “Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.”  Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. (Matthew 25:1-2, 10-13)

1.  Resolve your _______________________ with God.
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:11-13)

2.  Resolve your __________________.

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize?  So run that you may obtain it.  Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

…training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ… (Titus 2:12-13)
3.  Resolve to finish _________________!

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
For, yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay… (Hebrews 10:37)

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. (2 Peter 3:8-10)  
Legend:

3 parables teach us:  Remain faithful until He returns again.
Two servants teach us to wait patiently.

Two bridesmaids teach us to wait prepared.

Talents teach us to wait passionately.

The Preterist View

The Predictive View

Serve faithfully as if He could return today.

Prepare for it to take longer than we hope.

Work zealously since He will return to judge and reward.

1. Don’t waste time trying to predict Jesus’ return.

2. Live ready for Him to return at any moment.

3. Fulfill your commission as His servant and representative.

1. Resolve your relationship with God.

2. Resolve your priorities.

3. Resolve to finish faithful!
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