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And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. (v. 2)
Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus.  And when they opposed him and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads!  I am innocent.  From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” (vv. 5-6)

And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.  His house was next door to the synagogue.  Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. (vv. 7-8)

But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” (vv. 12-13)

WHY WAS PAUL FIGHTING FEAR?

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling… (1 Corinthians 2:1-3)

Be sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. (1 Peter 5:8)

Resistance to the _________________

_____________________ and _______________________

Gross _______________________

______________ civil authorities

HOW DID PAUL STAND STRONG?

And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” (v. 10)

LIVING FOR CHRIST REQUIRES WE FACE OUR FEARS

1.  God doesn’t want us to give in to fear, but to _____________ _____________________.

He said, “Come.”  So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus.  But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” (Matthew 14:29-30)

…for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. (2 Timothy 1:7)

2.  __________________ - even when you are afraid and want to run and hide.

Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9)
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus… (2 Timothy 2:1)

3.  _____________________ to give you what you need to obey.

…fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)

4.  ____________________ Satan’s lies with God’s truth.

…in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.  What can man do to me? (Psalm 51:11)

And I shall walk in a wide place, for I have sought your precepts.  I will also speak of your testimonies before kings and shall not be put to shame, for I find my delight in your commandments, which I love.  I will lift up my hands toward your commandments, which I love, I will meditate on your statutes. (Psalm 119:45-48)

5.  Focus on what God ______________________ around you.

When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city.  And the servant said, “Alas, my master!  What shall we do?”  He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.”  So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. (2 Kings 6:15-17)

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Additional scripture on fear and God’s answer to it:  Psalm 34:4; Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:6-7; Psalm 55:22-23; Proverbs 12:25; Psalm 42:5; Proverbs 3:5-8; Romans 8:26-28; Philippians 4:19; Philippians 4:13; 2 Corinthians 11:23-12:10; Hebrews 13:6; Psalm 131:1; Psalm 139:1-23
Legend:

Resistance to the gospel
Rejection and persecution

Gross immorality

Ungodly civil authorities

1.  God doesn’t want us to give in to fear, but to walk by faith.

2.  Persevere – even when you are afraid and want to run and hide.

3.  Turn to God to give you what you need to obey.

4.  Answer Satan’s lies with God’s truth.

5.  Focus on what God is doing around you.
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