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In the Bible, life is often compared to a ______________.
Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us…









-Hebrews 12:1

I will run in the way of your commandments when you enlarge my heart!






-Psalm 119:32

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize?  So run that you may obtain it.








    -1 Corinthians 9:24

You were running well.  Who hindered you from obeying the truth?








 -Galatians 5:7

CRITICAL QUESTIONS WE EACH NEED TO ANSWER:

· In life’s race, do I know what ______________________ __________________?

· In life’s race, what does it take to __________________?

· In life’s race, how do I ___________________________?

In the Bible, God celebrates men and women who ran toward the correct finish line.

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.  If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.




     -Hebrews 11:13-16

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.


-Matthew 6:33
His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.  Enter into the joy of your master.”


          -Matthew 25:23

In the Bible, God tells us how to stay motivated for the race laid out for us.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.








         -Hebrews 12:1-2

· Take encouragement from the example of ___________ ______________________.

· Get rid of everything that _______________________ or ___________________________.

· Accept that there will be times when you want to ______ but you must ______________________ anyway.

· Follow Jesus and stay focused on the joy of ______________________________.

In the Bible, God gives us instructions for finishing the race successfully.

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.  For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.




       -Colossians 3:1-4

Now set your mind and heart to seek the Lord your God.  Arise and build the sanctuary of the Lord God…
    -1 Chronicles 22:19

· Focus your ________________________.

· Focus your ________________________.

· Focus on your ______________________.
NEXT SUNDAY – Once you know where you are headed, do you know what to leave behind?
Legend:
In the Bible, life is often compared to a race.
In life’s race, do I know what the finish line looks like?

In life’s race, what does it take to succeed?

In life’s race, how do I stay motivated?

Take encouragement from the example of other believers.

Get rid of everything that slows you down or holds you back.

Accept that there will be times when you want to quit but you must press on anyway.

Follow Jesus and stay focused on the joy of finishing well.

Focus your attention.

Focus your affections.

Focus on your reward.
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