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The Set-Up
There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way?  No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  Or those eighteen on whom the tower of Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem?  No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (vv. 1-5)
Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father.”  For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham.  Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees.  Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

(John the Baptist in Luke 3:8-9)

The Parable
And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.  And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none.  Cut it down.  Why should it use up the ground?’  And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure.  Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” (vv. 6-9)

Do you fail to understand that God is kind because he wants to lead you to repent? (Romans 2:4) 
The Lesson
They should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance. (Acts 26:20)
I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit…I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing…If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples…These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. (John 15:1-11)
The Application
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God… (Hebrews 6:1)

___________________ is a commitment to _________________ God in worship.

_____________ is a commitment to _______________________ relationships.

___________________ is a commitment to grow in ___________________ and ____________________.

____________________ is a commitment to _____________ as part of the faith family.

_________ is a commitment to _________ those without Christ.
Legend:

CELEBRATE is a commitment to encounter God in worship.
CONNECT is a commitment to Christ-centered relationships.

CULTIVATE is a commitment to grow in knowledge and obedience.

CONTRIBUTE is a commitment to serve as part of the faith family.

CARE is a commitment to reach those without Christ.
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