WHAT ARE WE CELEBRATING?
Mark 16:8-14; Luke 24:46-49; Romans 5:8, 10
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THE FIRST EASTER WAS NO PARTY
· They were ________________________.
And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.


     -Mark 16:8

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews…





     -John 20:19

· They were ________________________.

She went and told those who had been with him, as they mourned and wept.



   -Mark 16:10

· They did not __________________ Jesus was alive.
But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it.

   -Mark 16:11

· They were ___________________________.

Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen.







   -Mark 16:14

· They did not __________________________.

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures…

           -Luke 24:44-45

· They struggled with _____________ and ____________.

Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”
     -John 21:17
UNDERSTANDING WHY EASTER IS A REASON TO REJOICE

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you.  But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”







         -Jesus in Luke 24:45-49 

· God had a _______________.
Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead…

· God has a ______________________.

…that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all the nations…

· God makes a ____________________.

I am sending the promise of my Father upon you.  But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.

WHEN IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us…For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
         -Romans 5:8, 10

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.








 -John 1:12-13
NEXT SUNDAY – New sermon series “BAGGAGE” begins!
Legend:
They were terrified.
They were grieving.

They did not believe Jesus was alive.

They were hard-hearted.

They did not understand.
They struggled with guilt and shame.

God had a plan.

God has a purpose.

God makes a promise.
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